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Yemeni police surround tribal chiefs home 

r Yenieni Pdi« f orc«s on Monday 
surrounded the home in Sanaa of a powerful tribal 

Sril? 1 Sir :ted of 1 shelterin f a c,an member who has 
earned out several attacks in the capital. Some 300 

members of the Khawlan tribe had been holed up 
inside the house since dozens of police backed by 
armorad yefodes surrounded it late Sunday Clan 
^ef Mohammad Ibn Naji A1 Ghader was beUeved to 
be harbouring tribesman Khaled A1 Qiri who is sus- 
pected of setting off several explosions in the capital 
m the past two months. The tribe is close to the Bakil 
clan, the most powerful in Yemen, and several leading 
Yemeni personalities have been trying to mediate to 
prevent any bloodshed. 



New Israeli air force chief appointed 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A new commander took over Monday at 
the Israel air force, at a time when the long-range missile 
threatens the predominance of air power as the mainstay of 
Israel’s deterrent strategy. Maj. Gen. Stan Ben-Eb’ahu, 52, 
replaced Maj. Gen. Herzl Bocfinger, who is retiring from the 
service. Bom and educated in Jerusalem, Ben-Eliahu quali- 
fied as a fighter pilot in 1 964 and fought in the 1967 and 1973 
Mideast wars and the 1982 invasion of Lebanon. He has 
flown hundreds of sorties and has vast combat experience. In 
1970, during fighting with Egypt and Syria, his plane was hit 
by ground fire and Ben-Eliahu had to bail out, Ixil was rescued 
unhurt Ben Ami began his cares' in journalism at the armed 
forces radio station, with the rank of private. As army 
spokesman he holds the rank of brigadier general. 
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U.S. opposes Iraqi food distribution plan 

Ekeus: Iraq has 6-16 long-range missiles 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The United States does not 
accept an Iraqi plan for dis- 
tributing food and medicine 
under an “oil-for-food” 
scheme agreed with the 
United Nations last month, 
the spokesman of the U.S. 
mission to the United 
Nations said on Monday. 

“We think it is unaccept- 
able. It demonstrates that 
Iraq is not serious about 
moving forward to imple- 
ment this resolution,’" 
spokesman James Rubin 
said, referring to resolution 
986 of April 1995. on 
which the oil-for-food plan 
is based. 

Mr. Rubin said the United 
States had two objections to 
the Iraqi plan, submitted to 
the United Nations last 
week. 

“We have two major 
problems. Iraq is again try- 
ing to turn a humanitarian 
exception into some partial 
lifting of sanctions, which 
we will not permit. And it 
again refuses to accept that 
it is the United Nations, not 


Iraq, which is in control of 
distribution of goods to the 
north,” he said, referring to 
the Kurd-inhabited north of 
Iraq which has not been 
under Baghdad's control 
since the end of the Gulf 
war. 

Under the oil-for-food 
plan, concluded by Iraq and 
the United Nations May 20, 
Iraq will be allowed to sell 
$2 billion worth of oil over 
six months to buy food and 
other humanitarian supplies 
to help alleviate the effect 
of sanctions imposed on 
Iraq since its Augusr 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

But before the scheme 
can go into effect, the Unit- 
ed Nations must approve a 
plan for distributing the 
food and medicines bought 
with the proceeds from the 
sale of oil. Also the Securi- 
ty Council’s Iraq sanctions 
committee has yet to com- 
plete work on regulations 
covering the sale of oil and 
the purchase of humanitari- 
an supplies. 

Meanwhile in Kuwait the 


U.N. disarmament chief, 
Rolf Ekeus, said Monday 
that Iraq has between six 
and 16 long-range missiles 
which could be armed with 
chemical or bacteriological 
warheads, the official news 
agency KUNA said. 

The head of the United 
Nations Special Commis- 
sion on Disarming Iraq 
OJNSCOM) added that Iraq 
no longer possessed nuclear 
weapons, the agency added. 

Mr. Ekeus on Monday 
held talks with Kuwaiti 
Emir Jaber A1 Ahmed A1 
Sabah to discuss the 
process of dismantling 
Iraq's military arsenal. 

Mr. Ekeus arrived late 
Saturday in Kuwait. He 
also met Monday with 
Kuwaiti Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad AJ Abdullah AJ Sabah, 
KUNA said. 

He informed Kuwaiti 
leaders on “the results of 
the U.N. missions in Iraq as 
well as Baghdad's actinide 
towards UNSCOM.” 

The visit comes after Mr. 


Ekeus last week won an 
agreement with Iraqi 
authorities to give his 
weapons inspectors unre- 
stricted and unconditional 
access to all military sites 
suspected of harbouring 
banned arms material. 

The accord ended a stand- 
off which emerged in June 
when Baghdad prevented 
inspectors from visiting 
five Republican Guards 
bases. 

However, Mr. Ekeus said 
Sunday that his arms 
inspectors have failed to 
make headway in Iraq 
because of its stubborn 
silence on its advanced 
weapons programmes. 

“Iraq still constitutes a 
threat to the region,'’ he 
said, quoted by KUNA, but 
adding that UNSCOM was 
determined to continue its 
work. 

Meanwhile, a U-N. team 
of germ warfare experts on 
Monday began another 
week-long mission in 
Baghdad to check Iraq’s 
compliance with disarma- 


ment resolutions, a U.N. 
official said. 

The ream from the 
UNSCOM on disarming 
Iraq, headed by American 
Dick Spertzal, will try to 
“monitor Iraq’s respect for 
its commitments to the 
United Nations,” the offi- 
cial said. 

It is the first UNSCOM 
mission here since Iraq 
pledged to cooperate with 
the commission and guar- 
antee unrestricted access to 
its military sites following a 
standoff with U.N. inspec- 
tors in June. 

Baghdad had prevented 
inspectors from visiting 
five Republican Guards 
bases suspected of contain- 
ing banned weapons mater- 
ial. 

Mr. Ekeus said Sunday 
that his arms inspectors 
have failed to make head- 
way in Iraq because of its 
stubborn silence on its 
advanced weapons pro- 
grammes. 


Syria sees better ties with Erbakan’s Tlirkey 


DAMASCUS (Agencies') 
— Syria on Monday said it 
hoped relations with neigh- 
bouring Turkey would 
Improve with the formation 
of the new coalition govern- 
ment headed by Turkish 
Islamist leader Necmettin 
Erbakan. 

Syrian Premier Mahmoud 
AJ Zohbi, meanwhile, 
wished the Welfare Party 
leader success in the post 
and expressed his “confi- 
dence that the historic rela- 
tions of friendship and 
cooperation between the 
two countries will develop 
and strengthen." 

The official Syrian news- 
paper Tishreen said Damas- 


cus was keen to maintain 
good ties with Ankara to sort 
out the crisis over sharing 
water from the Euphrates 
nnd accusations that Syria 
backs separatist rebel Kurds 
in Turkey. 

“After the formation of 
Turkish government headed 
by Mr. Erbakan, new hopes 
have risen of a real relax- 
ation in Tuikey’s ties with 
neighbouring countries, 
especially Syria,” the news- 
paper said in an editorial. 

“Syria is really hopeful 
that this government would 
work to remove all the fac- 
tors that led the ties to be 
cold as they are now.” 
Mohammad Kheir A1 Wadi, 


tiie newspaper’s director 
general, said in the editorial. 

Mr. Erbakan was appoint- 
ed Turkey’s first Islamist 
prime minister on June 28 
after foiming a coalition 
with the conservative True 
Path Party, led by former 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller. 
The coalition will face a par- 
liament confidence vote in 
the next two weeks. 

Syria has in the past 
accused Turkey of cutting 
down on the flow of water 
from the Euphrates into 
Syria with Ankara’s massive 
dams project on the river. 

In June tension escalated 
with each country claiming 
the other had massed troops 


on their shared border. 

“Syria is keen to improve 
ties with Turkish people and 
to see stability and security 
prevailing in the whole 
region...,” Tishreen said. 

Relations between Ankara 
and Damascus also recently 
worsened because of 
Turkey’s military training 
deal with Israel, signed in 
February, and the newspaper 
accused the Jewish state of 
escalating tensions between 
Syria and Turkey. 

“Israel has exerted big 
efforts to push Turkey into 
the circle of struggle in the 
region to tear the existing 
ties between this country 
CHirkey) with its Islamic 


and Arab neighbours., and 
to help achieve the Israeli 
supremacy over the Middle 
East.” it said. 

Turkey accuses Syria of _ 
supporting the fight of the 
Kurdistan Labour Party 
(PKK), fighting for autono- 
my or independence in 
southeast Tmkey, and of 
giving refuge to PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan in Damas- 
cus. Syria denied the 
charges. Mr. Erbakan on 
Monday condemned a PKK 
attack that highlighted his 
dilemma as an Islamist pre- 
mier trying to steer NATO- 
member Turkey through the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Republicans target Perry 
over Saudi bomb attack 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton's 
political foes pressed 
demands Monday for heads 
to roll over the ten-orist 
bombing in Saudi Arabia as 
debate over possible securi- 
ty lapses gained momen- 
tum. 

Defence Secretary 

William Perry came into 
the line of fire from Repub- 
licans in Congress who 
plan to hold hearings next 
week to shed light on 
whether the Pentagon did 
enough to protect the U.S. 
troops. Nineteen U.S. ser- 
vicemen died on June 25 
when a truck bomb explod- 


ed near a U.S. housing 
complex at the King Abdul 
Aziz Air Base At Khobar, 
Saudi Arabia. It was the 
second anti-U.S. terrorist 
bombing in Saudi Arabia in 
eight months. 

“Our first duty is to pro- 
tect our men and women, 
and we have not done that 
adequately,” Republican 
Senator William Cohen, a 
member of the Armed Ser- 
vices and Intelligence 
Committees of the U.S. 
Senate, said Monday. 

Mr. Cohen, speaking on 
CBS television, said it was 
“premature” to call for Mr. 
Perry’s resignation. 


But he added that if infor- 
mation surfaced during the 
July 9 hearing that there 
was a threat in Saudi Arabia 
that warranted additional 
security measures, “then 
there would have been a 
lapse of responsibility and 
then we can hold people 
accountable.” 

The comments from the 
long-time member of the 
key committees came after 
Republican Senator Arlen 
Specter at the weekend 
called for a “shake-up” at 
the Defence Department 
and questioned whether 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu advisor urges 
end to closure of territories 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — An advi- 
sor to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Monday recommended lifting 
the four-month-old closure of 
the Palestinian territories in the 
interests of national security. 

Deputy Gideon Ezra, a for- 
mer deputy head of the Shin 
Beth internal security service, 
told Israel Radio that sealing 
off the Palestinian territories 
was not helping security. 

“I think that the closure has 
not achieved its stated goals. In 
my opinion we have to lift ir 
immediately. The closure is 
only having a psychological 
effect. 

“The presence of our securi- 
ty forces along the demarca- 


tion lines is more likely to pre- 
vent terrorist attacks than the 
closure of the territories.” 

The blockade was imposed 
in February at the start of a 
wave of Islamic militant 
bombings in Israel which 
killed 58. It has been slightly 
eased to allow 27,000 Pales- 
tinians daily back to work in 
the Jewish state, but Palestin- 
ian officials maintain the con- 
tinuing closures are causing 
severe economic hardship. 

“I think the arabs in Gaza 
and the West Bank should have 
access to their source of 
income. We have to reorganise 
tbe current way of co-existence 
to ensure the best future for all 
of us,” Mu Ezra added. 


King, 

Assad 

converse 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad reviewed Jordanian- 
Syrian relations and the 
general situation in the 
Middle East region in a 
telephone conversation 
Monday, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The agency said that the 
two leaders also exchanged 
views concerning the peace 
process and its latest devel- 
opments as well as regional 
and international issues of 
common concern to Jordan 
and Syria. 

The telephone conversa- 
tion followed Sunday’s 
announcement by Prime 



Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti that the Syrian 
president has sent the King 
a message that was deliv- 
ered by the Syrian Charge 
d’ Affaires in Jordan Wahib 
Jaber. 

Mr. Kabariti disclosed 
tbe development during a 
briefing to the Senate over 
die outcome of the Cairo 
Arab Summit meeting last 
week and the King's side 



Hafez A1 Assad 

meetings with Arab heads 
of state including President 
Assad. 

According to Mr. Kabari- 
ti, the King reiterated Jor- 
dan’s absolute support for 
improving relations with 
Syria and backing for Dam- 
ascus’ quest to regain its 
Israeli -occupied Syrian 

lands and the establishment 
of a comprehensive settle- 
ment on all tracks. 



Palestinian mothers, carrying photographs of their relatives, demonstrate in the town 
of Bireh Monday for tbe release of their sons, daughters and husbands from Israeli 
jails (Reuters photo) 


Palestinian protesters demand 
release of 6,000 from Israeli jails 


AL BIREH. West Bank 
(AFP) — The families of 
the some of the 6,000 
Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails demonstrated 
here Monday calling for 
their immediate release in 
line with the accords struck 
with Israel. 

A total of 200 men, 
women and children, main- 
ly relatives of prisoners, 
accused the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
of ignoring the fate of the 
detainees at a gathering 
here near Ramallah, north 
of Jerusalem. 

The protesters marched 
two kilometres to an Israeli 
checkpoint outside AJ 
Bireh, holding pictures of 
detainees and placards with 
slogans such as: "No peace 
without the freedom of 
prisoners.” 


Israel freed around 2,000. 
prisoners after signing the 
September 1995 deal to 
extend autonomy on the 
West Bank, but has since 
arrested a similar number. 

The PNA, headed by 
Yasser Arafat, has accused 
Israel of reneging on its 
commitments in the 
accords to release Palestin- 
ian prisoners in Israeli jails. 

Fatima Muammar, aged 
nine, whose father Mah- 
moud was sentenced to life 
for killing an Israeli soldier, 
asked at the demonstration: 
“Why do they not release 
him now that we have 
peace? 

“I have not been able to 
visit my father for the past 
four months. The authority 
must call for his release. It 
is not fair.” 

Mahmoud’s sick wife. 


who had come to the 
protest with Fatima from 
their home in the village of 
Batir, near Bethlehem, said 
her husband “was the only 
person capable of support- 
ing the family. The 500 
shekels given to us each 
month by the authority does 
not allow us to make ends 
meet. The authority must 
do something." 

The families are demand- 
ing the PNA put pressure 
on Israel to meet its com- 
mitments under the 
accords. 

“The authority must take 
on (its responsibilities) as it 
has agreed a peace accord 
without all the prisoners 
being freed," said Halima 
Khalil, whose husband 
Mu staph a Faraush was 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Government says any bread price increase will not affect needy; opposition mounts 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While the gov- 
eminent on Monday denied 
that any final decision has 
keen taken vet regarding die 
possible hike in the price of 
bread and thai an\ such hike 
would ensure that those who 
deserve subsidy will not be 
effected, more and more voic- 
es are joining the outcries of 
protesters. 

Following Sunday’s state- 
ments by the Islamic Action 
From ilAFj, the hugest oppo- 
sition party- in the Kingdom, 
and tiie National Society for 
Consumer Protection 

(NSCP). the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party (JCP) and the 
Jordanian Dtmocranc 

Women’s League iJDWL) 
stepped in to warn of the con- 


sequences of such a move. 

‘'Finally, die government 
has crossed the line.” the JCP 
wrote in a statement yester- 
day, "and has announced 
through its minister of supply 
that the price of bread will be 
raised to 250 fils per kilo- 
gramme.” 

Minister of Supply Munir 
Sobar was quoted by Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily on Sunday 
as announcing that the price 
of bread would be raised from 
the current 85 fils to 250 fils 
per kilogramme as of July 1 5. 

But Mr- Sobar's quick 
response, denying that he 
made any such statement to 
Al Dus tour report, has not 
stopped the voices of discon- 
tent 

Ureing the government not 
to raise bread'prices, the IAF 


has called on aft Jordanians 
“ro refuse and oppose any 
increase, no matter how mini- 
mal, in the current price,” and 
warned the Cabinet “not to 
cross the Hne.” 

“Nobody is talking about 
measures targeting the poor 
sectors of the society,” Mr. 
Sobar told the Jordan Times 
in a telephone interview 
Monday. 

Saying that 30 to 40 per 
cent of subsidised bread goes 
to social categories who do 
not deserve such subsidies, 
the minister said, “We only 
think that it is not fair that die 
1.2 milli on tourists and the 
foreign workers also benefit 
from tiie subsidised bread.” 
State subsidies for bread in 
1996 are expected to cost the 
government JD 150 million 
and an additional JD 30 mil- 


lion and more are spent year- 
ly for other commodities sub- 
sidised in die Kingdom, (rice, 
sugar and powdered milk). 

Lifting tbe state subsidies 
on bread is one of the mea- 
sures under consideration by 
the Cabinet to contain Jor- 
dan's budget deficit. 

“Subsidies for bread 
account for 17 per cent of the 
state budget.” Mr. Sobar told 
the Jordan Times. 

He added that studies are 
currently being conducted, 
‘In order to review all possi- 
ble alternatives and draft an 
effective coupon system to 
compensate low-income citi- 
zens” 

News agencies reported the 
minis ter as mentioning yes- 
terday tiie option of compen- 
sating some 40,000 families 
rated below the poverty line 


of $ 160 a month with month- 
ly allowances “over and 
above their wages.” 

But, notwithstanding tbe 
minister’s declarations, many 
observers are sceptical about 
the Cabinet's “good inten- 
tions." 

When, two years ago, the 
government raised the prices 
of fuel and promised a com- 
pensation in die form of a 
monthly check for tbe poorest 
families, the compensation 
measure was never imple- 
mented. 

“This unjust decision (of 
raising bread prices) tops 
other measures already taken 
by the government in the past, 
the last of which are the 
increases in tbe prices of 
Other services, such as water 
and electricity.” the JCP said, 
accusing the government of 


aiming at “mercilessly 
degrading the people's living 
standards.” 

To the JCP, which claims 
that the lifting of subsidies on 
bread is one of the measures 
“imposed by international 
agencies to support monopo- 
lies and allow them to run tbe 
world’s economy,” Mr. Sobar 
answered that “the IMF does 
not dictate internal policies,” 
but only urged that Jordan 
contain its budget deficit. 

While the NSCP called for 
a press conference to be held 
today, a committee calling 
itself The Committee for 
Defending the Citizens’ 
Bread” issued a statement on 
Sunday presenting a series of 
actions to protest the govern- 
ment’s envisaged new policy, 
ranging from protest march- 
es, to sit-ins and strikes. 
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Three militants get death 
over Bangladeshi killings 


MANAMA (AFP) — Bahrain’s State 
Security Court on Monday sentenced 
three Shiite Muslims to death for a 
firebomb attack on a restaurant that 
killed seven Bangladeshis, lawyers 

said. . 

Four other defendants were jailed for 
life and a fifth for 15 years for the 
attack in the Shiite suburb of Sitra 
south of Manama in March, the 
lawyers said. 

The State Security Court’s verdicts 
cannot be appealed. 

The three sentenced to death were: 
Ali Ahmad Abed A1 Usfur, a 31 -year- 
old worker in the agriculture ministry; 
Yussef Hussein Abdul Baqi, 31, a 
teacher, and Ahmad Khalil Ibrahim 
Habil AI Kattan, 30. a worker at 
Bahrain's aluminium company. 

Khalil Ibrahim Abdullah Khamis, 
21, Qambar Khamis All Qambar, 23, 
Abdullah Ibr ahim Abdullah Khamis, 
27, all labourers, and Mohammad 
Ridha Yakub Yussef Al Attar, 23, a 
fisherman, received life sentences. 

An 18-year-old student Abdul Aziz 
Hussein Abdul Baqi. was jailed for 15 
years. 

The eight all from Sitra. were 
accused of carrying out the dawn 
attack on an Asian restaurant on 
March 14 which killed seven 


Bangladeshis as they slept downstairs. 

But their lawyers said “there is no 
proof of their guilt ” They met 
Monday to draw up a statement voic- 
ing their concern at die verdicL 

Bahrain has been rocked since 
December 1994 by anti-government 
unrest led by Shiite Muslims demand- 
ing the restoration of parliament dis- 
solved in 1975. At least 22 people 
have died in die violence. 

The authorities carried out the first 
execution in 20 years on March 26 
when a 28-year-old Shiite, Issa Ahmad . 
Hassan Qambar, was killed by firing 
squad for murdering a police sergeant 
one year earlier. 

The execution sparked rioting , in 
Manama and its suburbs. 

Since June 61 people have been sen- 
tenced by the State Security Court — 
three to the death penalty and seven to 
life sentences, including Monday's 
verdict 

The other 51, all aged between 18 
and 30, have been jailed for between 
one and 15 years for bomb attacks and 
acts of sabotage and violence. 

The Sunni Muslim-led authorities in 
Manama has accused Iran of being 
behind the unrest, financing and train- 
ing a militant group called Hizboilah- 
B ahrain to bring the government 


down. Iran has denied the accusation. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa told the Iran News on Sunday 
that Damascus was trying to mediate 
between Iran and Bahrain to end their 
“misunderstandings.” 

Veiled women used to smuggle 
arms in Bahrain 

Meanwhile, Bahrain’s foreign minis- 
ter charged in remarks published 
Monday that HizboUah-Bahrain used 
women to cany arms because they can 
escape searches. 

Mohammed Ibrahim Al Motaweh 
told the Egyptian daily Al Ahram that 
“terrorists are using women because of 
toe social immuni ty they enjoy.” 

Women had helped toe HizboUah- 
Bahrain group to “transport aims" 
used in toe unrest in toe Gulf archipel- 
ago, be added. 

The Gulf Arab states strictly apply 
Islamic tradition where women are 
banned from unveiling in front of a 
strange man, which prohibits any 
searches. 

“We thank God that security has 
suceeded in uncovering their plot," 
Mr. Motaweh added, saying that some 
members of the organisation “were 
still on the tun abroad.” 


No sign of foreign link to 
Saudi blast — ambassador 


BONN (R) — 

Investigators have so far 
found no foreign link to 
the bombing of a U.S. mil- 
itary housing complex in 
Saudi Arabia that killed 19 
U.S. servicemen last 
week, the Saudi ambas- 
sador to Germany said on 
Monday. 

“No, there are not. There 
are no signs of this as yet,” 
Ambassador Abbas Faig 
Ghazzawi told reporters 
when asked if foreign 
groups might have been 
behind Tuesday’s blast 

He would not discuss toe 
issue further, saying such 
allegations would only 
make the investigation 
more difficult 

Two previously 

unknown groups, 

Hizbollah Gulf and Legion 
of the Martyr Abdullah Al- 
Huzaifi, have claimed 
responsibility for bombing 
the military complex in 
Khobar near Dhahran in 
eastern Saudi Arabia. 
Around 400 people were 
hurt in the attack. 

U.S. Secretary of 
Defence William Perry 
told reporters in Saudi 
Arabia on Saturday the lat- 
est attack might be linked 
to one in Riyadh in 
November at an American 
training facility. 

Saudi Arabia in May 
beheaded four Saudi men 
who confessed on state 
television they were 
behind last year's blast 
and were influenced by 
Islamic groups and Saudi 
dissidents. They said they 
had been planning more 
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attacks. 

German security ser- 
vices coordinator Bernd 
Schmidbauer said last 
week the BND intelli- 
gence agency bad infor- 
mation indicating toe 
attack on toe Khobar 
apartment block was the 
work of opponents of the 
Saudi government 

He said they may have 
been helped by former 
Afghan guerrillas who 
fought Soviet forces in toe 
1980s and share Muslim 
fundamentalists' anti- 
Western zeal. 

Britain to revamp 
security 

Britain has launched 
efforts to revamp security 
for its troops, diplomats 
and citizens in Saudi 
Arabia following the 
Khobar bombing and anti- 
British threats, a British 
source said here Monday. 

British Foreign Sec- 
retary Malcolm Rifkind, 
meanwhile, was due to 
discuss terrorism when 
after his arrival here 
Monday midnight with his 
Saudi counterpart Prince 
Saud Al Faisal, officials 
said. 

“We have to look at 
security because the nature 
of toe threat has changed,’’ 
according to a British 
source who asked not to be 
named. 

“It wasn’t thought possi- 
ble they' could muster a 
5,000-pound bomb.” 

A truck bomb estimated 
between 1,350 and 2,250 


kilogrammes (3,000 and 

5.000 pounds) killed 19 
Americans when it 
exploded next to a U.S. 
military housing com- 
pound at the King Abdul 
Aziz Air Base in Khobar 
on Saudi Arabia's eastern 
coast last Tuesday. 

The base is also used by 
British and French troops 
but none were hurt in the 
blast 

The British community 
has received two threaten- 
ing leans in toe last two 
months, toe source said, 
adding that he did not 
know their contents or 
how seriously they were 
being taken. Nor did he 
specify if they were 
received before or after 
Tuesday’s bombing. 

Britain and the United 
States received threats 
demanding their forces 
leave Saudi Arabia before 
a carbomb blew up a U.S. 
training mission in Riyadh 
on Nov. 13, killing five 
Americans and two 
Indians. 

The source said security 
is being reviewed for 
British Royal Air Force 
personnel at Khobar, and 
at another major Saudi- 
allied base ai Khamis 
Mushait, as well as for 
military advisors and liai- 
son teams. 

There are an estimated 

30.000 British citizens liv- 
ing in Saudi Arabia, 
including an undisclosed 
number of military person- 
nel, professionals, busi- 
nessmen and their fami- 
lies. 


Egyptian 
journalist 
accuses 
minister 
of beating 

CAIRO (AP) — An opposi- 
tion journalist who accused 
toe interior minister’s sons of 
corruption was beaten 
Monday by seven men be 
said were son by toe govern- 
ment as a warning. 

Magdi Hussein, editor of 
the Islamic-oriented Al 
Shaab newspaper, said men 
in two cars and on a motor- 
cycle stopped him, dragged 
him cm erf his car then kicked 
and punched him- They stole 
the equivalent of $2,050, but 
he was not seriously hurt 

An interior ministry 
spokesman said the nttacir 
was under investigation. 
Interior Minister Hassan Al 
Alfy was “disturbed” by toe 
incident the spokesman said 
on condition of anonymity. 

But Mr. Hussein said toe 
men were sent by Mr Alfy 
“as a warning” not to pursue 
a campaign against his two 
sons, who Mr. Hussein 
accused of misusing their 
father's authority to get rich. 

Last year, Mr Hussein was 
sentenced to a year in jail and 
the equivalent of a $4,500 
fine for publishing a stay 
saying that one of toe sons 
had refused to pay a hotel bill 
and beat a waiter. 

Mr. Hussein appealed and a 
court gave him a three-year 
suspended" sentence but 
upheld toe fine. Mr Hussein 
said the money stolen was to 
pay off part of that fine. 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swriffeh, TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 

Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Te], 624590 
Church of the Amumciatton 

| Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 

| 622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 


771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman IrtfernationaJ Church 

TeL 652526 

Evangeflcal Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

GermaD-speakhig Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Load Church 
in Amman Td. 81J295 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
MmJMax, temp. 

Relative hot weather conditions 
will prevail with te mpera t u res 
above average and winds north- 
westerly light to moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be hot and dusty, 
winds northerly moderate to 
active, and seas calm. 


A mman 

Aqaba — 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley _ 


1804 

- 25/38 

17/36 

2308 


Yesterday's high temperatu res: 
Amman 34, Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 38 per cent, 
Aqaba 47 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

DnYowef Hashed 896301 

DcKhaH Abdo 732920 

Dr.WattdAlMasri .675485 

Dr. Jum’ah Abu Dttab 758848 
Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
AlAaema pharmacy ... .637055 
AI Salarn pharmacy „_636730 
Yacoub pharmacy — 644945 
Shroeisaiti pharmacy _637660 
Nairookh pharmacy -.623672 

Ntfb pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dn GhariVanmeh -.250080 

AIQuds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA; 

DuWafid Hafcneh 982799 

KhflBfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre __637I1 1 

CM1 Defence Dept 661111 

Chfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue .630341 

CM Defence Emergency J 99 
Rescue Ponce 192, 621112, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 



Tina Shaw, 21, South African boro, finds herself jobless on toe street of Jerusalem Sunday, after being sacked as 
nanny to Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's children. Her spat with Mr. Netanyahu’s wife Sarah embarrassed 
toe Israeli leader elected in May who portrays hims elf as toe Jewish state’s first family man prime minister 
(Reuters photo) 

Netanyahu > children’s nanny 
sacked ‘for burning the soup’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The nanny for 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
children said Monday she 
was fired for burning the 
soup. 

The prime minister's 
office denied that Tina 
Shaw, 21, was dismissed 
because of toe soup-buming 
incident, and said she was 
fired because of her violent 
outbursts. 

The daily Maariv said 
Sarah Netanyahu fired 
Tanya Shaw, 21, on Sunday 
without notice after she had 
been working for the couple 


for six months. 

“She sacked me without 
even giving me time to pack 
my bags,” said Ms. Shaw, a 
recent immigrant from 
South Africa, who was sit- 
ting on the pavement with 
her belongings scattered 
around her. the paper said. 

Ms. Shaw said Mrs. 
Netanyahu had got angry 
when she carelessly burned 
the soup for four-year-old 
Yair, and Avner, 18 months. 

But the prime minister's 
office gave a different ver- 
sion of events. A spokesman 
said: ‘There have been seri- 
ous problems of instability 


recently in the behaviour of 
toe nurse in the Netanyahu 
home. For this reason the 
security services have rec- 
ommended that she should 
be distanced from the prime 
minister's house.” 

He added the au-pair had 
“flown into a rage, which 
started a small fire in the 
kitchen.” 

Such revelations about a 
prime minis ter’s private life 
are unprecedented in toe 
Israeli media, but Mr. 
Netanyahu's American- 
style leadership which con- 
trasts sharply with his pre- 
decessors has sparked an 


U.S. backs Kuwait role, says Iraq still unstable 


KUWAIT (R) — America’s 
top soldier in Kuwait said on 
Monday Washington's com- 
mitment to toe security of toe 
Gulf state occupied by Iraq 
in 1990-91 was unshaken by 
a bombing that killed 19 U.S. 
servicemen in neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia. 

Brigadier General Stephen 
Rippe, chief of toe U.S. 
embassy’s office of military 
cooperation, said Iraq contin- 
ued to be unstable and unpre- 
dictable and toe U.S. military 
was helping its Gulf allies 
improve their readiness in 
the event of trouble. 

“Regardless of current 
events we are frilly commit- 
ted to this region. We will not 
waver,” he said, referring to 
the bombing. 

*The U.S. is committed to 
the region. We are not going 
to abandon our coalition 
partners,” he said in an inter- 
view. 

Gen. Rippe, whose main 
job is to help prepare Kuwait 


to defend itself against' any 
military threat, added toe 
safety "of the hundreds of 
U.S. servicemen and techni- 
cians in Kuwait was his top 
priority and their security 
was continually assessed. 

A truck bomb on June 25 
killed 19 U.S. servicemen 
and wounded 400 people of 
various nationalities at a mil- 
itary housing complex at Al 
Khobar in eastern Saudi 
Arabia in toe second attack 
on Americans in toe king- 
dom in toe past year. 

Two groups, including one 
apparently made up of 
Saudis, have claimed respon- 
sibility for the blast but U.S. 
officials say they do not 
know whether toe statements 
are genuine. 

The blast led to tighter 
security at all U.S. installa- 
tions in Kuwait But officials 
say they have seen no 
increase in toe level of threat 
to the 6.000-strong U.S. 
civilian community or the 


^several“ hundred ' troops and 
military advisers. 

T absolutely don’t know 
(about) and cannot speak 
about who is behind this in 
Saudi Arabia," Gen. Rippe 
said. “I just know that in all 
of my contacts with 
American servicemen that 
are here in Kuwait, we feel 
nothing but welcome and 
hospitality (from Kuwaitis)." 

“We try to conduct our- 
selves as dignified guests in 
their country and respect 
their culture and their norms. 
It’s a very special relation- 
ship that we value highly." 

In answer to questions, he 
said the United States was 
committed to ensuring 
Baghdad complied with all 
U.N. 1991 Gulf war resolu- 
tions. 

“We are very concerned 
about what is going on in 
, Iraq and all ray superiors tell 
me we are absolutely com- 
mitted to making sure that 
toe U.N. resolutions are com- 



Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoUce 843402 

TridOc Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

,630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints 

897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

787111 

Teiepbooe Information (direc- 
tory assistance) ........ 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman ’Ifekpbooe 

Reports 623101 

Abdali THe phone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan lUevfakm .773111 

Radio Jordan .....7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

H osxin Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity... n 644281/6 


Akfleh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman . — 636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani -.607071 
ShmessanJ Hospital ....669131 

University Hospital ......845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, AJbdaH 666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Bafian, Al-Mnfaqjreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alla Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery .....865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (.091983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

...(09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital 409)986732 
Al EGkma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

..(02)272275 

Rm Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 




Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
04 JO Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur. 
New Delhi (RJ) 

08:00 .Damascus (RJ) 

08:15 .Sanaa (RJ) 

09:45 Doha (RJ) 

10:15 Abu Dhabi, AT Ain (RJ) 

10J0 -Beirut (RJ) 

10 JO .Bahrain (add) (RJ) 

11:45 — Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

14:05 New York 

16:05 Detriot Amsterdam (add) 
(RJ) 

17 JO .London (RJ) 

17:40.. Frankfurt (RJ) 

18:15 Toronto. Amsterdam. 
Montreal (add) (RJ) 

20:00 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

00 J5 Bahrain (add) (RJ) 

01:10 .Beirut (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:15 Cairo (MS) 

14:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 ....Munich, Aleppo (YP) 

14:10 -.Frankfurt (YP) 

16:00 - Rome (AZ) 

16 JO .Dubai (EK) 

1935 .Amsterdam (KL) 

20:20 .London (BA) 

2030 -Aden (IY) 

21:10 -.Beirut (ME) 

21:15 Cairo (MS) 

22:00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

00J5 Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 Kuwait (KL) 

Royal Wings (KW) Flights 


JO? ^ i 

V. ft .'. 

09 JO — Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 J5 Beirut (RJ) 

09 JO Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam, Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

13KW ...Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

14:05 ... London (RJ) 

17J0 Cairo (RJ) 

19H)0 Bahrain (RJ) 

21:10 .LamacafRJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21 JO Beirut (add) (RJ) 

22 JO Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22J0 Kuala Lumpur, Singapor 
(RJ) 

04:45 Damascus (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:15 JLoodon(BA) 

10:15 .Cairo (MS) 

15:10 — Frankfurt (YP) 

15 JO Riyadh (SV) 

15:45 Munich (YP) 

17:00 Ivome (AZ) 

17 JO Dubai (EK) 

20:45 Kuwait (KL) 

21 JO Aden (IY) 

23:00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

04HW ...Beirut, Athens (OA) 

08:45 Beirut (ME)'' 

09:15 -London (BA) 


plied with,” he said. “It’s a 
very unpredictable and 
unstable situation in Iraq." 

Reiterating statements by 
other U.S. officials, he added 
that if Iraq tried to rebuild its 
army using partial oil exports 
planned under an oil-for- 
food agreement with the*- 
United Nations then “we are - 
going to prevent that happen- 
ing. You have to assume that 
is a possibility and try and 
lake steps to prevail it.” 

Gen. Rippe said the “very 
robust” U.S. presence in toe 
region included a battalion 
task force and a squadron of 
A- 10 and F-16 warplanes in 
Kuwait, and an aircraft carri- 
er battle group, an air expedi- 
tionary force and a marine 
amphibious unit 
He said U.S. forces held 
weekly, monthly and annual 
Training sessions with 
Kuwaiti forces, who were 
making outstanding progress 
in expanding and mod- 
ernising following the war. 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Aqaba (Marita Airport 
(RW) 

20:30 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
proceeding to QAIA) (RW) 

HU AZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8H)0 am. every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 pun. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO am 
every Sunday 

Am Amman 5:00 pm every i 
Sunday 


• ,;.l. 


increasing press fascination. 

The right-wing leader of 
the Likud Party has taken 4 
every opportunity to be seen 
in public with his wife and 
children. In toe past he even 
publicly apologised to 
Sarah for being unfaithful. 

Mr. Netanyahu. Israel’s 
youngest ever premier, is to 
take his family with him on 
an official visit next week to 
Washington and a special 
programme of events has 
been drawn up to keep toe 
children amused including a 
trip to toe zoo and toe space 
museum. 


killed m n 

deftfe iff i 
trvrifbs of 
"Mas! Of 

these 

iiren mi fi 
i md Sim 
told the kart 
He 

for sack T&d 
art cm sbe 1 
out ff«m p 
abide by 4 
crons or 
swim. 

"The Son 
witnessed ■ 
:he number 
KKidentt be 
tummor ho I 
Share ‘Mid 
AivonSag 
official, am 
incidOM* 00 
rrsenwa. 

I-asl y&ff. 
dr owned m 
Jems, ike C 
Mid 




Aprico 

—..800/550 


700/500 


60MSOO 

Banana (Mukammarj 520/600 

Banana (Imported} 

,...„..S80/660 
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Cauliflower- 

350/250 

Cucumber (large) . 

100/250 

Cucumber (small) 

180/100 

Eggplant- — 

—2 00/130 
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...770/500 

Marrow (large) - 

— 150/100 

Marrow (snail) 

230/150 

Mulukhiah 

130/80 

Onion (dry) 

130/80 
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Pepper (hot) 
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Home News 

* Fire, blasts destroy 
paint storage facility 

Explosions rock neighbouring 
buildings but no fatalities reported 
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By jRana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A huge fire 
at a paints storage facility 
at the Ring Road Monday 
set off explosions as 
approximately 800 barrels 
of raw material used for 
paints ignited; the blasts 
caused neighbouring 
buildings to rock, official 
reports said. 

The strong impact of the 
explosion caused a hole in 
the ceiling and some of 
the burning barrels blasted 
into the sky, the reports 
said. 

A Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) official said 
one of the barrels landed 
on a small room near the 
warehouse causing fire to 
engulf the room, while 
another barrel, he said, 
fell on a plot of land caus- 
ing fire damage to two 
dunums. 

There were no fatalities 
in the incident which 
occurred at 10:00 a.m., 
the CDD official said 
adding that the “cause of 
the fire was still being 
investigated.- 1 

“An investigating com- 
mittee is still studying the 
scene and until now we 
are unable to even specu- 
late as to the causes 
behind the blaze,” the 
CDD official told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

CDD units brought the 
fire under control in one 
hour from the time it 
broke out. 

Meanwhile, CDD frog- 
men retrieved the body of 


a 1 9-year-old mpo who 
drowned Sunday while 
swimming in a water 
reservoir in the Jordan 
Valley, according to offi- 
cial reports. 

The victim, Issa Amer 
Nuseirat, was swimming 
at a farm in the North 
Shouneh area when the 
incident occurred, the 
reports said 

Recent statistics 

released by the CDD indi- 
cated that 34 people were 
killed in swimming acci- 
dents in the first six 
months of this year. 

“Most of the victims in 
these accidents are chil- 
dren and youth,” Captain 
Farid Share’ of the CDD 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said the main reasons 
for such incidents, “which 
are on the increase” are 
that most people do not 
abide by safety regular 
dons or do not know how 
to swim. 

“The last three months 
witnessed an increase in 
the number of swimming 
incidents because of the 
summer holiday,” CapL 
Share 1 said 

According to the CDD 
official, most drowning 
incidents occur in water 
.reservoirs. 

Last year, 59 people 
drowned in various inci- 
dents, the CDD statistics 
said 



Saul Broudy 


American folklore duo 
to play old favourites 
in Amman, Irbid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Amer- 
ican folklore artists Saul 
Broudy and Bob Green 
will come to Amman July 
10- II to present Ameri- 
ca’s favourite original 
musical selections in a 
performance entitled “The 
Roots of American Cul- 
ture,” according to U.S. 
Information Service state- 
ment. 

With more than 40 years 
of experience, Broudy and 
Green perform classis 
blues, country, bluegrass 
and other traditional and 
contemporary forms of 
grassroots American 
music, the statement said. 

With dozens of record- 
ing;. and hundreds of per- 
formances between them. 


the U.S. embassy promis- 
es that audiences “will be 
taken back into the rich 
history of American folk- 
lore from where their spe- 
cial brand of music origi- 
nates." 

Students of Yarmouk 
University in Irbid can see 
Broudy and Green on 
Wednesday. July 10 at 
2:00 p.m. 

In Amman, Broudy and 
Green will perform an 
outdoor concert at the 
American Embassy on 
Thursday, July 3 1 at 7:00 
p.m., co-sponsored by the 
Fulbright Commission 
and the Marriott Howl. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 2, 1996 



HRH Prince Abdullah Ben AJ Hussein on Monday attended exercises of Public 
Security Department (PSD) staff at Swaqa Training Centre. Attending the exer- 
cises also were PSD Director General Nasouh Mnheiddin and PSD senior offi- 
cials (Petra photo) 


Deputies discuss new 
House statute 


AMMAN (Petra) — House 
deputies Monday met to 
discuss the implementation 
of a new Lower House 
statute which was endorsed 
by the deputies and ratified 
by a Royal Decree earlier 
tins year. * 

After the meeting Speak- 
er Saad Hayel Srour said 
the internal laws comprise 
20 chapters on various 
House related functions call 
for the creation of 14 com- 
mittees that would be relat- 
ed to the various functions 
of stale ministries. 

The meeting, attended by 
beads of various parliamen- 
tary blocs, the House’s per- 
manent bureau and inde- 
pendent deputies, agreed 
that all blocs should name 
their members in the com- 
mittees while the indepen- 
dent deputies will have the 
right to nominate them- 
selves to any committee 
they wish to join, said Mr. 


Srour. 

The statute, he added, not 
only covers all House 
affairs and functions but 
also provides for greater 
flexibility in the chamber's 
work and has a special 
chapter dealing with 

admini strative and finan cial 

affairs and employees, not- 
ing that the 14 committees 
will be elected at the start 
of each session. 

According to Mr. Srour, 
the internal laws provide a 
system regulating the 
process of submitting 
queries and receiving 
replies from government 
ministers, voting, duration 
of speeches, general 
debates and other matters. 

He said that the statute 
will be soon be put into 
force. 

Under the new internal 
laws, the House Speaker 
represents all the members, 
prepares the agenda for 


each meeting, defines the 
topics to be debated by the 
deputies and the duration of 
speeches, declares the 
House statements and fol- 
lows upon their implemen- 
tation. 

The 14 committees to be 
formed under the new inter- 
nal laws are those that will 
deal with economy and 
finance, Arab and 
international affairs, 

administration, culture and 
education, national guid- 
ance, health and the envi- 
ronment, water and irriga- 
tion, law, labour and social 
development, energy and 
mineral resources, public 
services and tourism and 
antiquities, public free- 
doms and citizens rights, 
Palestine and rural and 
badia affairs . 

The law also gives details 
about the function of each 
of these committees. 


Senators deny deliberate delay in endorsement of corruption law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In an interview in A1 Aswaq Arabic 
daily published Monday, three senators denied allegations 
that the Senate has since 1990 been deliberately delaying 
the endorsement of a draft law on corruption saying the 
delay is caused by differences in opinions on at least eight 
articles between the Lower House and the Senate. 

Senator Taher Hikmat, a lawyer, said there are no attempts 
whatsoever to delay the passing of foe law which could be 
submitted to paiiiament’s extraordinary session this sum- 
mer. 

T am in favour of making it mandatory for any public offi- 
cial to have his/her financial status scrutinised before he or 
she assumes office,” Mr. Hikmat said. 

But he added that “there was no need for parliament to set 
new penalties for people who could be found in violation of 
foe law because existing laws cany sufficient penalties to 
deal with such violations.” 

Tn my view such a law, which still requires some amend- 
ments, would be considered foe best tool for combating 
corruption, and I believe that foe government is serious 
about fighting corruption and is in need of such a law to do 
that,” said Mr. Hikmat. 

. Mr. Hflcnwr^a former minister,, said that people can not be 
puton trial for alleged acts of corruption without concrete 
evidence, and said whoever raises accusations should.be 


prepared to provide evidence of corruption. 

Senator Kamal Shaer echoed Mr. Hikmat’s view that the 
delay in passing the law was not deliberate but rather due 
to diffrerences between the two legislative chambers. 

“The Lower House- and the Senate could not reach a final 
settlement because they disagreed on eight articles, and 
therefore there is a need for a joint session to help foe two 
chambers reach a common denominator ” said Mr. Shaer. 

The draff law, which was formulated in 1990, has been 
referred back and forth between foe two chambers at least 
four times without a consensus, and according to Mr. Shaer, 
the two houses had formed ad hoc committees to help them 
reach a solution but added that foe two sides have thus far 
found no time for a joint meeting. 

He said that in case the two sides arrive ar an agreement 
on foe law it should not be applied retroactively since that 
would contravene the Constitution. 

“But as a member of the Senate I do not find any justifica- 
tion for passing such a law and I do not approve of such a 
law covering parliament members because they aze foe 
people who legislate laws,” be added. 

“A,t the same tipoe,” he said, “Jordanian laws include pro- 
. visions that fight, corruption and impose penalties on viola- 
.. tors, and therefore I belieye that talk about corruption since 
... I990.and raismgThe question of passing jspeh a law at pre- 


sent is bound to shake people’s confidence in foe state and 
would damage foe country's reputation, ”said Senator 
Shaer. 

He said “no coutry in the world is free of some kind of 
corruption, and I am confident that Jordan is among the 
countries that practise efficient administration and is 
among foe least plagued with corruption ” 

For his part Sentaor Jawdat Sboul stressed that parliament 
does not neglect its laws or shelve them. 

“The draft law in question has been delayed as parliament 
gave priority to otter legislation that seemed more urgent 
as the country was entering a new political era, and so foe 
earlier sessions ended without any opportunity for the draft 
law on illegal amassing of wealth to be endorsed, “accord- 
ing to Mr. Sboul. 

The draft law which was endorsed by the Lower House of 
Parliament had demanded that it be applicable to the prime 
minister , cabinet members, speakers and members of the 
Senate and the Lower House as well as officials of various 
trade unions, organisations and federations and calls for foe 
creation of a special department at the Ministry of Justice 
to be entrusted With investigating alleged cases of corrup- 
tion and determine the kind of penalties to be imposed on 
viokitbrs:'!! wJ 1 i -- ■- ■' ■- 


Teams prepare meeting of 
Jordan- Yemen committee 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Higher Jordanian- Yemeni 
Committee, co- chaired by 
the prime ministers of the 
both countries, will open a 
meeting in Amman 
Wednesday to discuss foe 
development of bilateral 
relations and issue recom- 
mendations which would 
further contribute to bol- 
stering Yemeni Jordanian 
ties, according to Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Monday. 

In an interview with foe 
Yemeni newspaper “14 
October,” Mr. Kabariti 
%aid foe joint committee 
will review and endorse 
plans for promoting Mr. 
kabariti said that foe joint 
meeting on Wednesday 
will no doubt boost coop- 
eration at a time when 
Arab states are in most 


need of re-establishing 
solidarity among them- 
selves to face common 
challenges. 

Preparations for foe joint 
committee meeting began 
on Sunday evening at foe 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade following the 
arrival here by udther 
Saeedi, under secretary at 
foe Yemeni Minisdy of 
Planning who is head of 
his country’s delegation to 
foe preparatory talks. 

Mr. Saeedi said his 
country is determined to 
cooperate with Jordan to 
deal with foe coming eco- 
nomic era. 

Secretary General of 
Jordan’s Ministry of 
Industry and Trade 
Mohammad Smadi will 
head foe Jordanian team. 
Dr. Smadi said he hoped 


that the two sides will 
intensify their efforts 
towards helping both 
countries achieve further 
economic progress. 

The two sides agreed on 
the formation of several 
sub-committees grouping 
representatives of various 
sectors in foe two coun- 
tries to discuss economy, 
trade, customs, specifica- 
tions and standards, trade 
exchanges, health, agri- 
culture, fisheries, electric- 
ity, energy, mining, postal 
and telecommunications 
services, education, cul- 
ture; youth and sports. 

The meeting will pre- 
pare a final, report to be 
submitted to foe higher 
committee at its Wednes- 
day meeting. 
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Police testify in subversion trial 

Officers say they do not know who shot envoy 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Five witness- 
es testified for the prosecu- 
tion in foe case of two men, 
accused of plotting subver- 
sion, and are also involved 
in an attack on a French 
diplomat in Wadi Mujib in 
Feb. 1995, Monday testi- 
fied for foe prosecution. 

The two defendants, 
Salem Jardai and Ahmad 
Qassem, both 22, were 
arrested after a Feb. 14 inci- 
dent in which a French 
envoy was shot and wound- 
ed in foe Wadi Mujib area. 

Testifying for the prose- 
cution were five police Offi- 
cers who were involved in 
foe Feb. 16 incident. 

They told the court that 
they fired at both defen- 
dants but foal they did not 
know “who shot at - the 


French diplomat” 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, both defendants were 
trying to take over a tourist 
bus, but failed because of 
security forces who were 
present at foe scene. 

The defendants fled the 
scene and came across Ml 
H eine, a second secretary at 
foe French embassy, then, 
foe prosecution said. 

They struggled with the 
French couple, and a police 
patrol noticed the fight and 
came to foe rescue, foe doc- 
ument said. 

The French diplomat was 
shot in foe cbek and foot 
after the police after police 
and the attackers 
exchanged fire, the prose- 
cution charged. 

They also said that the 
confiscated three bottles of 
Pepsi filled with Kerosene 
which could be used for an 


attack (molotove). 

The two are standing trial 
at foe State Security Court 
on charges of plotting to 
carry out extremist attacks, 
possessing illegal explo- 
sives and arms, and manu- 
facturing hand-Omade 
explosives. 

They are also being tried 
at the Amman Criminal 
Court on charges of shoot- 
ing and wounding French 
diplomate Gillcs Heine. 
Their next court session at 
foe odminal court is ou July 
7. 

At the end of the four 
hour session, presiding 
Judge Yousef Faouri post- 
poned the case for today to 
continue hearing foe last 
two prosecution witness, a 
security officer and an 
explosives experts. 



PITCH THOSE TENTS: Minister of Education Munther Masri Monday wel- 
comes and distributes membership certificates to participants to the opening of 
the Tenth Islamic Summer Camp which lasts for one week at Amman National 
Park. Taking part in the camp are 205 young men from different Muslim coun- 
tries. (Petra photo) 















4 World News 

Heavy fighting rages in 
Sri Lanka; toll reaches 67 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka’s Tamil Tiger rebels 
stepped up hit-and-run at- 
tacks Monday, wiping out 
an entire army platoon, 
ami d heavy fighting that left 
67 dead on both sides, de- 
fence officials said. 

Gunmen from the sepa- 
ratist Liberation Tige rs of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) am- 
bushed army troops with 
automatic weapons and 
grenades at Meegasgodella, 
in the district of Trincoraa- 
lee, killing 32 soldiers, the 
sources said. 

“There was an intense 
hand-to-hand battle for 
more than an hour,” said a 
defence source in Trinco- 
malee, 257 kilometres 
northeast of here. 

The Defence Ministry 
said troop reinforcements 
used artillery fire to attack 
retreating guerrillas and 
said ground troops estimat- 
ed that more than 35 Tigers 
were killed and 20 seriously 


wounded. 

“Reinforcements were 
sent to assist the troops. Ar- 
tillery too was directed at 
the terrorists who were at- 
tempting to withdraw to- 
wards the jungle," the min- 
istry said. 

The army troops were 
from a volunteer unit and 
were engaged in a routine 
road-clearing operation 
when they were surprised 
by the large concentration 
of Tiger guerrillas, military 
officials here said. 

The latest attack was one 
of the worst against security 
forces this year. On March 
23, Tiger rebels killed 40 
soldiers in the adjoining dis- 
trict of Batticaloa and lost 
an almost equal number of 
their own in the attack. 

Monday’s Tiger ambush 
came barely a day after ar- 
my chief Rohan Daluwatte 
maintained that security 
forces had flushed out sev- 
eral Tiger bases in the 


region after killing an esti- 
mated 25 rebels over the 
weekend 

The Tigers have vowed to 
step up their attacks in the 
northeast after losing their 
bastion of Jaffna in the 
north of the country. 

Government forces wrest- 
ed control over the entire 
peninsula of Jaffna in May 
after a series of operations 
begun i n Oct ober last year. 

■file LTTE's official or- 
gan, Viduthalai Puligal, or 
the Liberation Tiger, said in 
its June 15-30 issue that 
government forces were un- 
able to control both the no- 
rthern and eastern regions at 
the same time. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
General Anuruddha Rat- 
watte and the government 
of President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga were headed 
for a military disaster, it pre- 
dicted 

“The strategy of Gen. 
Ratwacte is an old story. 


That is, he expected that 
when the north falls, the 
east will automatically fall, 
the north being the axle of 
the wheel of the struggle,” it 
said 

“The new story is, he is 
going to lose the east also, 
when he is unable to swal- 
low the north fully, even 
after using full strength,” 
the Tigers said 

“More than the benefits to 
die government, from the 
military victory in the north, 
the setbacks the army is 
going to meet in the east 
will create serious politico- 
military crises to the Chan- 
drika government.” 

The guerrillas are leading 
a protracted campaign for 
independence in the island’s 
northern and eastern regions 
where the two million Tamil 
minority is concentrated. 
More than 50,000 people 
have died in bitter fighting 
since 1972. 


Japanese premier returns 
from G-7 to election clamour 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
H ash i mo to returned Mon- 
day from the Group of Se- 
ven summit to a rash of pre- 
dictions about election tim- 
ing by politicians in his 
party and pleas for public 
spending before the polls. 

Mr. Hashimoto was non- 
committal about a general 
election when he briefed 
reporters Sunday in Lyon, 
the French city that hosted 
the summit. 

He said he had to deal 
with a host of pending 
issues before he could con- 
sider polls, which need not 
be held until mid-1997. 

His statement that an 
extraordinary session of 
.parliament would likely be 
called in October, however, 
was read by analysts as an 
attempt to dampen specula- 
tion about early polls that 
has been rife since the legis- 
lature recessed last monte. 

Senior politicians of Mr. 
Hashimoto’s Liberal De- 
mocratic Party (LDP) used 
their weekend television 
talk show speaking engage- 
ments to venture predic- 
tions about elections. 

Most said they anticipated 
elections as early as No- 
vember, but warned teat 
policy disputes between tee 
conservative LDP and its 


libera] coalition partners, 
the Social Democratic Party 
and New Party Sakigake, 
could bring snap polls by 
September. 

The most contentious 
issue is a ruling coalition 
move to pass legislation to 
enable the government to 
force landowners on the 
southern island of Okinawa 
to lease properties to the 
central government for use 
as U.S. military installa- 
tions. 

The proposed bill, gener- 
ally favoured by tee LDP to 
buttress Tokyo's commit- 
ment to the Japan-U.S. Se- 
curity Alliance, is opposed 
by tee Social. Democrats, 
traditional standard-bearers 
of tee. island's. strong anti- 
base movement. 

The stakes in tee Okinawa 
base dispute, which shot to 
tee top of the national agen- 
da after tee rape of a local 
schoolgirl by three U.S. ser- 
vicemen last September, 
rose on Monday when tee 
local government refused 
Tokyo’s request to facilitate 
tee continued use of land 
within a U.S. military facil- 
ity. 

Mr. Hashimoto will also 
come under increasing pres- 
sure from within his party to 
open tee fiscal floodgates to 
convince the electorate of 


the government's co mmi t- 
meat to shoring up Japan's 
fledgling economic recov- 
ery. 

Finance Ministry officials 
told other members of the 
Group of Seven industri- 
alised countries teat addi- 
tional government spending 
for economic stimulus was 
not a viable option, b ecam e 
reducing Japan’s budget 
deficit, winch already 
amounts to 90 per cent of 
gross GDP. was the top pol- 
icy priority. 

The previous general elec- 
tions in 1993 ended tee 
LDP's 38-year hold on po- 
wer, resulting in a coalition 
government and an era of 
musical chairs in which Mr. 
Hashimoto is the fourth 

p rime minister. ‘ 

The next polls will take 
place under a first-past-the 
post electoral system intro- 
duced to replace the cozy 
multi-seat district system, 
which was widely seen as 
encouraging pork-barrel 
electoral competitions at tee 
expense of policy debate. 

Many politicians and ana- 
lysts expea tee new polling 
method to spur a shakeup of 
the political scene, winnow- 
ing out minority parties and 
leading eventually to a sys- 
tem centred on two major 
conservative parties. 


Clinton returns from G7 
summit to find heat on 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill 
Clinton got a brief respite from domestic 
scandals during last week's G7 summit in 
France, but the heat was back on and rising 
as he returned to the White House late 
Sunday. 

One leading Republican questioned 
whether William Perry should remain as 
U.S. defence secretary following tee blast 
in Saudi Arabia that' killed 19 American 
troops on June 25, and the White House 
spent most of tee weekend denying charges 
levelled by a former FBI agent in a sensa- 
tional new book. 

Mr. Clinton last week won support from 
other Group of Seven (G7) industrial na- 
tions for new measures to combat terrorism, 
and Sunday vowed he would not rest until 
those responsible for the Saudi blast were 
brought to justice. 

He arrived back in Washington after lead- 
ing emotional services at two air force 
bases in Florida Sunday for the “quiet 
American heroes" killed when a huge truck 
bomb exploded at their military complex 
near Dhahran. 

Mr. Clinton threw his support behind Mr. 
Perry even as U.S. officials were tightening 
security at the Dhahran facility. 

“The president has full and complete con- 
fidence in his secretary of defence," a 
White House spokesman said. 

Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman 
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, speaking on 
NBC-TV. questioned Mr. Perry's suitability 
for the defence post in light of the explo- 
sion. 

“I think there's a real need to shake up the 
Department of Defence and a real question 
as to whether William J. Perry is the right 
man to be secretary of defence," Sen. 
Specter said. 

He said he would call for Mr. Perry's res- 
ignation if he did resolve questions about 
inadequate security at tee air force base at a 
Senate hearing on July 9. 

Mr. Perry, in Saudi Arabia for meetings 
with Saudi officials, angrily rejected any 


suggestion he should step down and 
accused Sen. Specter of “personalising" the 
bomb blast 

White House aide George Stephanopou- 
los accused the Republicans of carrying out 
an election-year "smear campaign” with a 
new book by former FBI agent Gary 
Aldrich. 

He called Mr. Aldrich “a pathological 
liar” and said “not a single, solitary charge” 
in tee book had been proven. 

Mr. Aldrich, who retired in 1995, wrote 
Unlimited Access, An FBI Agent Inside The 
Clinton White House after spending five 
years at the White House processing back- 
ground checks. 

The book is chock full of sensational alle- 
gations including one that tee president 
sneaked away from the White House late at 
night for secret oysts at a Washington hotel. 

The White House has denied aU the alle- 
gations. 

Mr. Stephanopoulos criticised ABC-TV 
and other media outlets for putting Aldrich 
on tee air and suggested “Republican Party 
operatives” were using the book to attack 
tee president 

“There is no question there is a 
Republican smear campaign going on right 
now," he later told CNN, calling on 
Republican presidential candidate Bob 
Dole to disavow the book publicly. 

The Clinton-Gore campaign said Craig 
Shirley, who is handling publicity for tee 
book, was advising Sen. Dole. 

Sen. Dole's Press Secretary Nelson 
Warfield said Shirley was a volunteer, but 
had no formal role in the Dole cam paig n - 
He criticised the White House for trying to 
deflea attention from the FBI files contro- 
versy. 

Mr. Clinton is under the gun after admit- 
ting his White House improperly obtained 
over 400 sensitive background files from 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in late 
1993 and 1994. 

Mr. Clinton has called tee incident a 
“bureaucratic snafu." 


Okinawa 
rejects plea 
for use of 
land by 
U.S. forces 

TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Okinawa authorities Mon- 
day rejected a government 
request to take special mea- 
sures so U.S. forces can 
keep open a sensitive base 
on the island. 

The rejection, announced 
by the Okinawa Governor 
Masahide Ota in tee pre- 
fecture capital Naha, 
brought closer a potential 
clash between the govern- 
ment and the islands where 
there has been increasing 
hostility to tee high U.S. 
military presence. 

Mr. Ota turned down a 
request by Prime Minister 
Ryuataro Hashimoto. 
“People in our prefecture 
have not been convinced 
about it under the current 
circumstances,” the gover- 
nor told a news conference. 

At tiie centre of the new 
controversy is tee small 
piece of land whose owner 
has refused to renew its 
lease for the U.S. army 
which expired at the end of 
March. 

The plot is part of a huge 
naval antenna site in the 
village of Yomitan and has 
become a symbol of Oki- 
nawa’s opposition to the 
number of U.S. forces, es- 
pecially since the rape of a 
12-year-old girl by three 
U.S. servicemen last Sep- 
tember. 

On paper, the 236- 
squsrc-metre tract has been 
“illegally” occupied by the 
U.S. forces. 

But Japan's central gov- 
ernment, which provides 
logistical support under a 
security pact with the 
United States, has pressed 
the local administration to 
help expropriate tee land 
through a special law. 

The Okinawa governor 
has refused to sign and 
make public documents on 
tee forcible expropriation 
of the land in question, a 
necessary step toward le- 
galising its continued use. 

Okinawa, which accounts 
for only 0.6 per cent of 
Japanese land area, is home 
to more than half of 47,000 
U.S. troops and three quar- 
ters of all U.S. military 
facilities in Japan. 

Under the law, the prime 
minister can seek a court 
injunction to force the gov- 
ernor to follow these steps. 

But in Tokyo, Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Seiroku 
Kajiyama told reporters, 
“We would like to continue 
dealing with this issue with 
full courtesy and reason." 

Okinawa, which saw 
bloody battles in the clos- 
ing days of World War II 
and was ruled by the Uni- 
ted States for three de- 
cades, has remained defiant 
despite an agreement bet- 
ween President Bill Clin- 
ton and Mr. Hashimoto in 
April to hand back some 20 
per cent of land occupied 
by U.S. forces in Okinawa. 
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Foreign news photographer Goh Cbai Hm clashes with a senior police officer outside 
Bering’s International Airport on Monday, while attempting to cover the arrival of 
Hong Kong lawmakers who were themselves barred from leaving their plane. The 
lawmakers were p lanning to deliver a petition opposing China's plans to disband 
Hong Kong’s legislature in one year. 15 members of the foreign media were detained 
daring the event and were later released (Reuter photo) 

Hong Kong Democrats test China’s 
resolve a year before handover 


HONG KONG (R) — A handful of Hong 
Kong's feisty democracy activists tested 
Beijing’s tolerance Monday, a year to the 
day before China resumes sovereignty over 
the British colony. 

While Hong Kong people contemplated 
their future under the Chinese flag in 365 
days time, eight vocal protesters ignored 
stem warnings and set off for Beijing carry- 
ing a 50,000-signature petition protesting 
their future rulers' plans to dismantle Hong 
Kong's elected legislature. 

In Beijing, Chinese security agents pre- 
vented the group from leaving tee plane to 
deliver the petition, witnesses said. 

“They were left behind on the plane," said 
one Hong Kong businessman who flew in 
on the same flight from Hong Kong. 

A Chinese official had earlier warned 
teem they would not be allowed to enter 
China and said if they did, they must expea 
to “bear all tee consequences.” 

Members of tee group had said they 
intended to present the petition to the 
Chinese government 

“It is a great challenge for me since this is 
my first visit to Beijing." said group 
spokesman Andrew Cheng, a Democratic 
Party legislator, as he prepared to board the 
flighL ■ •••••. 

Mr. Cheng and his colleagues showed few 
signs of fatigue after spending the night in 
an open-air vigil outside Hong Kong's 
Legislative Council chamber, where early 
on Sunday pro-Beijing supporters tri- 
umphantly rallied to herald tee coming 
reunification with China. 

More than 150 years of British colonial 
rule ends at midnight on June 30, 1997 
when Hong Kong and its more than six mil- 
lion people will be handed over to China. 

In contrast to jubilation of tee pro-Beijing 
lobby, Hong Kong’s anxious Democrats are 
bracing for a challenging year. 

"We see Beijing-appointed puppets ruling 
Hong Kong with a high degree of control, 
that’s what we see," Democratic Party 
leader Martin Lee told a crowd of about 300 
supporters camped out in tee dank and 


humid night air Sunday. 

The Democratic camp forms a small 
majority in the present Legislative Council 
but members expect to be excluded from 
China's interim legislature to be installed 
after tee handover. 

Hong kong's second in co mman d. Chief 
Secretary Anson Chan, chided the pes- 
simists. 

“There are plenty of people who will 
adopt a negative approach towards the terri- 
tory's return to Chinese sovereignty,” said 
Mr. Chan, deputy to Governor Chris Patten. 

“In my view they are misguided and com- 
pletely underestimate tee people of Hong 
Kong," she wrote in a column in tee 
English-language South China Morning 
Post. 

“T shall take great delight in proving our 
sceptics wrong again." 

Oiina's envoy to Hong Kong predicted 
business as usual following reunification. 
China has promised Hong Kong consider- 
able autonomy in runnings its affairs. 

“It will be business as usual. I am very 
confident of a smooth transition in 1997 
and sustained stability in Hong Kong." 
Zhou Nan. director of the Xinhua News 
Agency which serves as China's representa- 
tive office in tee territory, told the South 
...China Morning Post. 

Hong Kong’s media sounded a generally 
optimistic note as they sought to assess 
what tee year ahead holds. 

Beijing's official press revelled in the 
prospect of the end of British rale. 

“A year from today Hong Kong will 
shake off colonialism and Hong Kong peo- 
ple will breath free air,” said tee Ta Kung 
Pao. 

The English-language Hong Kong 
Standard, which chose to marie the day by 
launching a redesigned paper, was more 
thoughtfol. 

“Feelings are mixed,” it noted "There are 
those who see this as the last lap to dooms- 
day, others regard it as the home stretch to a 
new and glorious era.” 



Chinese soldiers march past Bering’s countdown dock early July 1, as the timepiece 
shows just 365 days, or one year untQ Hong Kong reverts to Chinese rule in 1997 . 
China’s Communist party has hailed an end to 150 years of colonial humiliation with 
it’s army pledging to safeguard Hong Kong’s six million people in 1997 (Reuter 
photo) 


Diana turns 35, 
divorce deal said §. 
near 

LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana turned 35 Monday 
and received an early birth- 
day present in the form of 
newspaper stories suggest- 
ing her estranged husband 
Prince Charles might be 
about to finally offer her a 
divorce deal. Queen Eli- 
zabeth is said to be exas- 
perated at tee slow pace of 
divorce negotiations but 
British newspapers report- 
ed that Prince Charles was 
on the verge of offering his 
wife a one-off payment of 
£20 million ($31 million). 
‘The divorce deadlock has 
been broken and I under- 
stand things are moving in 
the right direction,” one 
source close to Prince 
Charles told the Daily Ex- 
press. Prince Charles is 
said to have taken out a 
huge bank loan to pay off 
his wife but newspapers 
were split over whether tee 
queen had guaranteed tee 
loan or not The Daily Star 
said the bulk of the money 
would be tied up in trust 
funds for the couple's sons. 
Prince W illiam and Prince 
Harry. The Daily Mirror 
said Princess Diana had 
denied reports she wanted 
£20 million or more. T cer- 
tainly haven't asked for 
that much and I certainly 
don’t expect teat amount. 
£15 milli on ($24 million.) 
will be quite sufficient, 
thank you,” one of Princess • 
Diana’s friends quoted her 
as saying. Several newspa- 
pers said Princess Diana 
would be allowed to retain 
the title of Her Royal High- 
ness. Previously, it had 
been assumed that she 
would lose tee title. 

Actor Anthony 
Quinn stable in 
hospital 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (R) 

— Two-time Oscar-win- 
ning actor Anthony Quinn 
was in stable condition in a 
Providence, Rhode Island, 
hospital Sunday after being 
admitted earlier in tee day. 

“He is satisfactory. He is 
resting comfortably,'* a 
spokeswoman for Rhode 
Island Hospital said. She 
said the 81 -year-old actor 
met with relatives in tee 
hospital, but declined to 
specify die reason he was . • 
admitted, citing patient VT 
confidentiality. In February 
1990 Quinn underwent a 
coronary bypass operation, 
but doctors said he had a 
strong heart and his career 
would not be affected. 
Quinn won an Oscar for 
best supporting actor in 
Viva Zapata a film made in 
1952 in which be played a 
Mexican revolutionary, and 
another four years later for 
Lust For Lite in which he 
portrayed tee French pain- 
ter Paul Gauguin. Among 
other films, Quinn has also 
appeared in Hunchback Of 
Notre Dame (1956), Req- 
uiem For A Heavyweight 
(1963), Lawrence Of Ara- 
bia (1962), Guns Of Nava- 
rone (1961), Zorba The 
Greek (1964) and La Stra- 
da (1954). 

Ringo Starr, Willie 
Nelson team up at 
benefit 

PETERBOROUGH, Onta- 
rio (R) — Former Beatle _ 
Ringo Starr and country* 
music legend Willie Nel- 
son turned up unannounced 
at a small benefit in a local 
park Sunday and joined 
forces for a few impromptu 
tunes. The duo signed auto- 
graphs for shocked fans in 
the crowd of 500 and were 
coaxed onto a makeshift 
stage in the back of a flat- 
bed track to perform a few 
tunes, Canadian Press (CP) 
reported. Starr played a 
local high school student’s 
drums and signed them 
when he finished. Starr and 
Nelson attended the benefit 
to raise funds to fight 
schizophrenia at the invita- 
tion of Canadian rocker 
Ronnie Hawkins, whose 
33-year-old son is schizo- 
phrenic, CP said. Hawkins, 
whose 1960s backing band 
The Hawks later become 
the rock legends The Band, ^ 
had promised a surprise for * ■ 
participants in tee first 
annual We Are Beautiful 
fundraiser, organised by 
tee Peterborough Friends 
of Schizophrenia, CP 
reported. 
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Mongolian voters, m traditional colourful robes, line up to register before meting their ballots in Delgerhaan, a 
regional centre 250 kilometres from Ulan Bator, as the country’s general elections began on June 30. Mongolia’s 
opposition Democratic Union Coalition swept to victory over tbe ruling party after 70 years of communism, cap- 
turing 48 out of 71 seats declared (Reuter photo) 

Mongolia Democrats trounce ruling party in poll 


ULAN BATOR <R) — 
Mongolia’s opposition De- 
mocratic Union Coalition 
(DUC) swept to a landslide 
victory Monday in parlia- 
mentary elections, crushing 
tbe ex-Communists who 
ruled the vast land of 
steppes for 75 years. 

‘■We have victory.” Enkh- 
saikhan, head of the coali- 
tion that allies the two main 
opposition parties, the Na- 
tional Democratic Party' 
(NDP) and the So-ciaJ 
Democratic Party (SDPi. 

“This means for the coali- 
tion and for us that for the 
first time... in the contem- 
porary 1 history of Mongolia, 
we are democratic." ~SDP 
party chief Gonchigdorj 
said in an interview. 

“Today I'm feeling, as a 
person and citizen of demo- 
cratic Mongolia, that de- 
mocracy will really devel- 
op." said Mr. Gonchiadoij. 
who scored an upset to 
defeat Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Purevdorj of the 
Mongolian Revolutionary 


People’s Party (MPRP). 

Sunday's polls were the 
second for the 76-seat great 
hural, or parliament, under a 
post-Communist constitu- 
tion adopted in 1992 after 
democratic protests ended 
Communist rule in 1990. 

A cheering crowd of hun- 
dreds greeted victorious 
coalition officials outside 
their headquarters shortly 
after the election committee 
announced the initial re- 
sults, dancing, hugging each 
other and weeping for joy at 
their surprise victory. 

The opposition coalition 
won 48 seats, with the NDP 
capturing 33 and the SDP 
taking 12. Non-party candi- 
dates running under the 
coalition banner won three 
seats, election committee 
chief Lhagjasuren told 
reporters. 

The ruling, formerly 
Communist, MPRP won 23 
seats with results of the 
final five seats yet to be 
compiled, he said. 

Voter turnout was 87 3 per 


cent, according to prelimi- 
nary figures, he said. 

In another upset, MPRP 
General Secretary Dash- 
Yondon fell to a virtual un- 
known from the Democratic 
Coalition. 

Officials of the MPRP 
seemed stunned and refused 
to make any formal com- 
ment. 

“This is the choice of the 
nation," said one MPRP 
official who declined to be 
identified. “I would like to 
congratulate our young peo- 
ple, but they have to keep 
their promises." 

Analysts said the polls 
appeared free and fair, with 
much of the voting split 
along age lines. Older vot- 
ers opted for the MPRP, 
while tbe younger favoured 
the opposition which cam- 
paigned for faster economic 
liberalisation and political 
reform. 

Coalition officials said the 
immediate problem was to 
focus on forming a govern- 
ment and to tackle econom- 


ic and social ills that have 
racked the land of 2.3 mil- 
lion people in its transition 
from Soviet-style planning 
to free market democracy. 

“We will have a new gov- 
ernment structure that will 
be able to serve our people 
democratically." Mr. Gon- 
chigdoij said. 

The Democrats, who won 
just six seats in the 1992 
elections against a com- 
manding 70 seats for the 
ruling ex-Communists, 
faced a tough job ahead in 
government, officials said 

“Of course, first I’m hap- 
py, but second I’m a little 
scared about what we have 
to do,” said one victorious 
opposition candidate. ‘We 
have a big responsibility." 

Mr. Gonchigdorj declined 
to comment on whom the 
coalition would nominate 
for prime minister but said 
he was a likely candidate 
for speaker of parliament. 


Australia becomes world first with suicide laws 


DARWIN. Australia (R) — 
The world's first voluntary 
euthanasia laws came into 
force in Australia's northern 
- territory Monday, but doc- 
tors were warned not to 
assist terminally-iU patients 
to die pending court chal- 
lenges. 

Australian taxi driver Max 
Bell, 65, one of the first to 
try to use the law after mov- 
ing to the territory, was 
expected Monday to have 
his doctor sign a \cluntury 
euthanasia declaration. 

But Mr. Beil, who suffers 
terminal stomach cancer, 
needs three signatures, two 
medical practitioners and a 
psychologist, to sign his 
euthanasia application. 

Under the law passed by 
the territory ’s parliament in 
May. doctors must confirm 
a patient is terminally ill. 
sound of mind and want* to 


die. After gaining the signa- 
tures, a patient must wait 
seven days and then make a 
final decision, with a wait- 
ing period of another 48 
hours before a fatal injec- 
tion. 

“We are not certain that 
we have got the three doc- 
tors prepared to stand up on 
this one and...make sure the 
law is enacted," said Mr. 
Bell’s doctor Philip Nitsch- 
ke, labelled “doctor death" 
by euthanasia opponents. 

The territory’s Health 
Department and Australian 
Medical Association 

(AMA). which represents 
doctors, have both warned 
medical practitioners not to 
assist patients to die until 
the outcome of court chal- 
lenges to the new law. 

A coalition against eutha- 
nasia, which includes the 
AMA, lawyers, church and 


aboriginal leaders. Monday 
started a Supreme Court 
challenge in Darwin to the 
new euthanasia law. 

The group argues the law 
violates the common law 
that only courts can autho- 
rise the taking of life, not 
parliament. 

“The Australian constitu- 
tion implies clearly a right 
to life and not a right to die 
or be killed," said head of 
the territory’s AMA Dr. 
Chris Wake. 

“Parliament cannot kill 
people even with consent 
arrangements, only the judi- 
ciary can do that." 

Euthanasia opponents 
have warned they will ap- 
peal to the high court if nec- 
essary while a politician 
plans to introduce a private 
bill to the national parlia- 
ment in August to retrospec- 
tively overturn the volun- 


tary euthanasia law. 

Australia's national gov- 
ernment has constitutional 
power over Australian terri- 
tories. but not states. 

The politician, Kevin 
Andrews, of the ruling Li- 
beral-National Coalition, 
said doctors that helped pa- 
tients die could be charged 
with murder if his bill is 
passed. 

“In that case they ought to 
take careful consideration 
of their position,” he said. 

Prime Minister John Ho- 
ward, who opposes eutha- 
nasia, has said he would 
allow a conscience vote on 
the bill. 

Euthanasia is illegal in tbe 
rest of Australia but doctors 
say the practice occurs 
unofficially. 


Indian premier battles fresh revolt in ranks 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda faced a 
fresh revolt Monday within the ranks 
of his newly expanded cabinet as an 
indignant junior minister refused to 
join the co\ eminent. 

New minister Raghubans Prasad 
Singh, resentful over his junior rank in 
the United Front council ot ministers, 
refused to meet Mr. Deve Gowda after 
being assigned the post and was 
unlikely to take office in the near 
future. United News of India said. 

Mr. Singh had boycotted Friday s 
swearing-in ceremony in a fit ot pique, 
officials said. The news agency said 
parts- officials had pleaded in vain 
with Mr. Singh not to embarrass the 
government ~ 


The Press Trust of India quoted Mr. 
Singh, who has not yet been allocated 
a portfolio, as saying he felt he had 
been humiliated by Mr. Deve Gowda 
because less experienced politicians 
had been given cabinet minister rank. 

The prime minister Friday expanded 
his month-old cabinet to include a 
broader range of parties and regions 
from his 13-party coalition, which 
includes Communists, peasant groups 
and radical free-traders. 

But Lhe strategy' seemed to backfire 
almost immediately when Junior 
Minister R.L. Jalappa rushed out of 
the swearing-in ceremony, locked 
himself in a room for more than four 
hours and threatened to resign unless 
he was civen cabinet minister rank. 


The crisis blew over Saturday when 
Mr. Deve Gowda handed Mr. Jalappa 
independent charge of the Textiles 
Ministry. 

But the prime minister ran into trou- 
ble Monday with the sole lawmaker 
from the Himalayan state of Jammu 
and Kashmir in his party, the Indian 
Express newspaper said. 

It said Mohammad Maqbool Dar 
was grumbling over being left out 
from the cabinet and had threatened to 
resign and float a rival regional party 
unless he was included. Mr. Deve 
Gowda was scheduled to meet Mr. Dar 
to defuse the crisis, the daily said. 

A senior party official dismissed the 
government’s problems as normal 
teething troubles of a nascent ministry'. 


Britain’s Blair strives to remain on road to power 


LONDON iRi — British opposition 
leader Tony Bluir was working 
Monday to finalise a crucial pre-elec- 
tion manifesto amid signs ot a revival 
of support for the government and 
internal dissent within his Labour 
Party. 

Mr. Blair was preparing the final 
draft of the manifesto which his party 
will launch with a fanfare Thursday, 
and to which the Conservatives are 
expected to respond with a massive 
advertising blitz. 

The document will put Labour on a 
war footing for a general election 
which must be held bv May 1997. but 


which could take place this year if 
Prime Minister John Major believes 
his Conservatives could sneak a fifth 
consecutive victory. 

Aides said Mr. Blair will not be 
deflected from setting out a moderate 
stance for his party by the protests of 
disgruntled left-wingers, one of whom 
described party policies Monday as 
"tired and anaemic." 

"Labour has changed unashamedly 
to become the party of the centre and 
centre-left, not t0 a P e 
Conservatives as our opponents claim, 
but because the world around us has 
changed,” key Blair aide Peter 


Mandelson wrote in Monday’s Daily 
Express. 

A furious internal labour row 
sparked last week by Mr. Blair’s deci- 
sion to water down tbe party’s com- 
mitment to separate parliaments for 
Scotland and Wales has delighted its 
opponents. 

Legislator John McAllion resigned 
as deputy Scottish spokesman in 
protest at a move to hold referendums 
before proceeding with the policy, and 
several other Labour MPs protested at 
Mr. Blair's failure to consult them on 
the switch. 


Yeltsin makes awkward TV 
appearance before runoff 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s 
Boris Yeltsin resurfaced 
after a five-day absence in 
the presidential race Mon- 
day, but a stiff, awkward 
television appearance 
seemed hardly designed to 
instil confidence two days 
before the runoff vote. 

ML Yeltsin spoke for two 
minutes on Russia's main 
television channel, appeal- 
ing to Russians to vote in 
Wednesday’s second round 
against Communist Gen- 
nady Zyuganov. 

“I know exactly what to 
do, I have the strength, will 
and decisiveness for that. 
What is needed now is your 
support,” he said, speaking 
with a slightly hoarse voice. 

Mr. Zyuganov, speaking 
before tbe broadcast, de- 
manded an official report 
about Mr. Yeltsin’s health 
after the president cancelled 
a series of appearances, 
including a three-way sum- 
mit with the leaders of 
Ukraine and Moldova Mon- 
day. 

“We haven’t seen Mr. 
Yeltsin for four days,” Mr. 
Zyuganov, who faces Mr. 
Yeltsin in the runoff, told a 
news conference, referring 
to Mr. Yeltsin’s disap- 
pearcnee from the public 
eye. 

“I want to see the official 
conclusion on tbe state of 
health of Mr. Yeltsin." 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65. had two 
mild heart attacks last year, 
but he positively glowed 


with health before the first 
round of the election, danc- 
ing for tbe cameras as he 
lobbied for votes. 

But last week he cancelled 
engagements and campaign 
trips in Moscow and outside 
the capital. Aides said he 
had lost his voice in the gru- 
elling run-up to the second 
round and be needed a rest. 

Financial markets were 
not convinced The price of 
Russian debt fell on interna- 
tional markets and Russian 
shares were also under pres- 
sure. Dealers said prices 
rose on Mr. Yeltsin's TV 
appearance, but they were 
not sure that the rise would 
last. 

The Kre mlin did not say 
where Monday’s broadcast 
had been filmed However, 
it did say that Mr. Yeltsin 
met Mr. Chernomyrdin at 
his country residence out- 
side Moscow Monday and a 
brief clip of that meeting 
appeared to have been 
filmed before the same 
wooden panels. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who scraped 
in three points ahead of Mr. 
Zyuganov in the June 16 
first round, is well ahead in 
most opinion polls. But 
polls have a poor track re- 
cord in Russia and pollsters 
admit their figures the run- 
off could be close. 

Forecasts which adjust 
raw opinion poll figures and 
extrapolate likely results 
show a much closer race — 
one gives Mr. Yeltsin 


around 50 per cent and says 
Mr. Zyuganov will get 47 
per cent. 

Mr. Yeltsin's aides are still 
confident of victory on July 
3, but only if well over 60 
per cent mm out to vote. 

Mr. Yeltsin highlighted 
the need to tempt Russians 
to the polls in bis broadcast. 
“You must not stay at home 
on July 3. If you do not 
vote, it is also a choice, but 
a choice against Russia." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s wooden per- 
formance clearly lacked the 
energy and a gg ressiveness 
which characterised his 
campaign in the run-up to 
the first, indecisive round 
on June 16. 

He barely moved his body 
and spoke in a somewhat 
mechanical way. His appeal 
was written in short, easy to 
read sentences. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin told foreign 
business leaders on Monday 
that most Russians support- 
ed Mr. Yeltsin’s reforms, 
despite the hardship which 
accompanied fee changes. 

“Most Russians under- 
stand feat fee worst is over. 
Now Russia is ready to 
move ahead and Russians 
are ready to give Boris Yel- 
tsin a mandate to complete 
reforms," he said. 

The runoff is due Wednes- 
day, but Russians in some 
parts of. the former Soviet 
Union have already cast 
their ballots. 

Interfax News Agency, 


quoting an official at fee 
Russian embassy in fee 
Kazakh capital Almaty, said 
about 70 per cent of the 654 
Russians who voted there 
pSunday chose Mr. Yeltsin. 

Central Electoral Com- 
mission Chairman Nikolai 
Ryabov said the publication 
of voting results was “ab- 
solutely unacceptable” be- 
fore all the polls bad closed. 

“I am issuing an official 
warning against such 
actions,” he said. “Neither 
mass media nor officials 
should try to publish results 
prematurely, even from a 
single polling station as it 
affects directly fee secret 
ballot across Russia.” 

Russian law is contradic- 
tory on what would happen 
if Mr. Yeltsin pulled out of 
the presidential race. 

The constitution says feat 
if the president cannot cany 
out his duties because of ill- 
health, fee prime minister 
takes over and organises an 
election within three 
months. 

But fee law on the presi- 
dential election says that, if 
one of the two second- 
round candidates drops out, 
be is replaced by fee first- 
round candidate who fin- 
ished third. Third-placed 
Alexander Lebed is now 
Mr. Yeltsin’s national secu- 
rity chief. 

Most experts agree that it 
would be up to Russia’s 
Constitutional Court to rule 
on the issue. 


Another 
radiation 
leak takes 
place in 
Chernobyl 

KIEV (R) — A small 
amount of rafiTkion was 
released in one of two 
working reactors at the 
Chernobyl power station, 
site of fee world’s worst 
nuclear disaster, plant staff 
and Ukraine’s nuclear 
authority said Monday. 

Galina Nosach, an engi- 
neer at the station 140 kilo- 
metres north of Kiev, said 
the leak occurred in a corri- 
dor in fee main room of 
Chernobyl’s reactor No. 1. 

She said the incident 
rated zero on the 0-7 inter- 
national scale of “nuclear 
events” and posed no threat 
to staff or fee environment. 
It was fee latest in a long 
series of incidents at the 
plant, due to close by fee 
end of fee century. 

“It’s still not clear why 
this happened," Ms. No- 
sach said by telephone. 
“Why does there have to be 
such a-fuss about every lit- 
tle trivial occurrence? This 
can happen at any station. 
But we do understand that 
our station is viewed as a 
special one." 

Tetyana Yagish, a 
spokeswoman for Uk- 
raine’s Nuclear Authority, 
said fee leak was at levels 
five times higher than nor- 
mal in a corridor used by 
staff. 

“They discovered it on 
Friday and completed the 
clean-up operation on Sa- 
turday," she said. 

Ms. Yagish said fee leak 
occurred as staff were mo- 
nitoring the insides of fee 
reactor using television 
cameras. 

The incident was the sec- 
ond in two weeks at the 
station, where two reactors 
still produce about five per 
cent of Ukraine’s electrici- 
ty. Last week, a fire broke 
out at a storage shed near 
the third reactor, but was 
quickly extinguished. 

President Leonid Kuch- 
ma last year promised to 
close Chernobyl for good 
by the end of the century 
and G7 wealthy nations 
have pledged more than S3 
billion in aid and grants to 
complete tbe operation. 
Reactor No. 1 is to close by 
November. 

But Ukrainian officials 
claim the money is not be- 
ing released quickly 
enough to get started. 


Ireland starts 6-month EU presidency 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Ireland took the reins of 
tbe European Union Monday, beginning a 
six-month presidency it aims to focus on 
monetary onion, unemployment, drugs and 
returning an alienated Britain to the 
European fold. 

European Commission Chairman Jacques 
Santer and his 19 commissioners were due 
here for official ceremonies marking fee 
passing of the baton to Ireland. 

That was to be followed by two days of 
talks with Irish Prime Minister John Bruton 
and his government to chart a course for 
Europe through waters still choppy in the 1- 
wake of the British beef crisis. 

Irish Foreign Minister Dick Spring, who 
■will wield the EU gavel, made it clear 
Monday that the four-monfe-old crisis over 
bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) 
in British beef had damaged fee European 
Union. 

But he was optimistic over a framework 
agreed at the EU summit in Florence last 
month which could result in the ban being 
lifted beginning as early as October. 

“What we have to do now is build and 
have a constructive relationship between 
Britain and the rest of the member states " 
Mr. Spring told BBC Radio. 

“What fee Irish presidency wants to do is 
to build on fee conclusions of Florence, on 
fee goodwill established there between fee 
member states and Britain and see a follow- 
through on the framework.” 

Mr. Bruton had warned earlier feat 
Britain's trade and prosperity would suffer 
unless it fully reintegrated itself into the 
union. 

He cautioned London * against being 
“semi-detached” and made it clear he want- 
ed the Irish presidency to mark progress 
towards a single currency wife Britain on 
board. 

When the EU was formed, Britain negoti- 
ated a delay in declaring its participation in 


monetary union, and its position is still a 
question mark. 

Ireland is only one of three EU nations 
which currently meet the economic criteria 
for joining the single currency in the first 
wave in 1999, but Dublin is said to be con- 
cerned about risks to its own position if 
Britain decides not to replace sterling with 
fee Euro-currency. 

The danger of countries outside the single 
currency system embarking on competitive 
devaluation wife those inside is seen as a 
major problem for Ireland, which does 
some 40 per cent of its import and export 
trade wife Britain. 

‘Europe-wide management of fee curren- 
cy, including Britain, will provide stable 
money in peoples’ pockets." said Mr. Bru- 
ton. ‘That is a distinct improvement from 
Britain’s point of view. 

“Britain's interests...depend very greatly 
on its continued close links wife Europe, 
and on it being seen as in the driving seat of 
Europe rather than in a semi-detached sta- 
tus in the rear,” he said. 

“A huge number of British jobs depend on 
fee fact that Britain is in fee EU and has 
access for its exports to fee largest market 
in fee world." 

Ireland's avowed intention to crack down 
on drug trafficking in tbe EU was accented 
last week wife the gang-style murder of 
Irish journalist Veronica Guerin, who had 
been investigating underworld activities. 

Ireland will also be steering fee on-going 
intergovernmental conference (I GC) which 
is reviewing the Maastricht treaty feat 
spawned the EU. 

Ireland is pushing for inclusion of a so- 
called “unemployment chapter" in fee 
revised treaty feat would create an EU 
employment committee to monitor employ- 
ment policies of member, putting itself on a 
collision course wife Britain, Germany and 
other countries oppositing fee idea. 


Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s Party 
wins Pakistani Kashmir election 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) was declared 
fee winner Monday of a 
showpiece election in Pa- 
kistan-ruled Azad (Free) 
Kashmir as competing par- 
ties accused each other of 
vote-rigging. 

The Pakistani news agen- 
cy (APP) said the PPP and 
its allied groups, which 
were in opposition in Azad 
Kashmir, had won a two- 
thirds majority of the 40 
seats of the 48 -seat Legis- 
lative Assembly feat were at 
stake in Sunday’s election. 

But the State Election 
Commission had declared 
results for only 27 seats by 
late afternoon Monday, giv- 
ing the PPP 19, an allied 
group one, and Azad Kash- 
mir Prime Minister Sardar 
Abdul Qayyum’s All Jam- 
mu And Kashmir Muslim 
Conference (AJKMC) party 
four seats. Three seats were 
won by independents. 

Mr. Qayyum accused Is- 
lamabad of rigging the elec- 
tion by doling out state 
funds and sending what he 


called gangs of criminals to 
intimidate voters. 

The PPP has denied fee 
charge and said fee AJKMC 
defeat was fee result of pub- 
lic dissatisfaction over cor- 
ruption in Mr. Qayyum's 
government. Mr. Qayyum 
rejects the chaige. 

The Legislative Assemb- 
ly, whose eight other mem- 
bers will be elected by the 
40 directly-elected depu- 
ties. is fee lower house of a 
two-tier parliament in Azad 
Kashmir and elects fee 
prime minister for the terri- 
tory for a five-year term. 

India controls two-thirds 
and Pakistan fee rest of the 
divided Himalayan region, 
over which the two coun- 
tries have fought two of 
their three wars since their 
independence from Britain 
in 1947. 

Mr. Qayyum, who is 
closely aligned with Ms. 
Bhutto's political oppo- 
nents in Pakistan, told Reu- 
ters after polling closed 
Sunday that he believed 
Islamabad did all it could to 
make sure fee PPP won the 
election. 


State PPP Information Se- 
cretary Khwaja Farooq Ah- 
mad, who defeated Mr. 
Qayyum in fee state capital 
Muzaffarabad, denied fee 
charge and accused fee 
AJKMC government of 
vote-rigging in various con- 
stituencies. 

“Qayyum's defeat is the 
result of a popular wave 
against fee massive corrup- 
tion of his government and 
his insincerity to the free- 
dom struggle in (Indian- 
ruled) Kashmir," be said. 

Mr. Qayyum, who con- 
tested two constituencies 
and won one of them from 
his : district of Bagh, virtual- 
ly conceded defeat, but said 
he had been cheated. Se- 
veral of his ministers were 
defeated. 

Pakistan Education Mi- 
nister Khurshid Ahmad 
Shah, who was in charge of 
the PPP election campaign, 
said fee new government in 
Azad Kas hmir would inves- 
tigate corruption charges 
against fee Qayyum gov- 
ernment 
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New leader, same game 

IN A development whose significance is 
reverberating beyond the political scene and 
borders of Turkey, Welfare Party leader 
Necmettin Erbakan has been appointed as the 
first Islamist prime minister in the history 
of the secular Turkish republic. That makes 
Turkey the first country which hands over 
the reins of government to an Islamist 
through the ballot box and in which an 
Islamic party declares it would abide by the 
rules of the political game that brought It to 
power. This represents a great difference 
from the experience of Algeria where the 
Islamists were not allowed to exercise the 
right they won through elections just as 
they appeared unwilling to respect the 
democracy which, almost brought them to 
power. 

The experience of Turkey shows that an 
established democracy with strong 
institutions is the best guarantor for the 
stability of any country. Erbakan is as much 
a politician as any of his political rivals. 
His ideology in that regard is a party 
platform similar to those of others in terms 
of its suitability to the political 
environment in which it functions. So far. 
all indications are that he will not introduce 
any profound changes to the policies of his 
country either domestically or on the 
external front. Despite his Islamic political 
affiliation, there are deep-rooted policy 
directions from which the Islamist-led 
Turkish government cannot deviate. The 
government coalition partners and other 
institutions . such as the military 
establishment, as well' as international 
obligations will not allow sharp (d.AyiatiAnp. 
from the policy which Turkey has 
traditionally considered essential for its 
national interests. 

In this context, Erbakan should not be 
expected to turn his back on efforts to 
achieve more economic and political 
integration with Europe with the ultimate 
goal of gaining entry into the European 
Union. The new’ prime minister would most 
probably try to improve relations with the 
Arab and Muslim worlds, but people should 
not count on fundamental policy shifts, 
especially on issues which led to tensions 
with countries like Syria and Iraq. 

On Iraq, Turkey cannot operate outside the 
framework drawn by the United Nations and 
the Western powers with which Ankara has 
vested interests. Nor is Turkey expected to 
offer any compromises to Syria on the water- 
sharing problem before it gets similar 
compromises from Syria on the alleged 
support for the Kurdish Labour Party which 
the Turks are fighting with all their might. 

The water and Kurdish "terrorism" issues 
are matters which the Turkish body politic 
considers extremely vital for national 
security and interests. Erbakan will move 
towards Arabs in as much as that serves 
Turkish interests. If he eases the tensiou 
with Syria on conditions which Turkey 
considers acceptable, he will add to his 
credit. But he will not, cannot, compromise 
because he will not be allowed to do so, and 
because, after all, he is a Turkish politician 
concerned with the interests of his country. 

Accepting that there will be no major 
shifts^ from the foreign policy guidelines set 
for his predecessors, the factors that have so 
far determined Turkey's relations with Arab 
states will still be there. As far as Jordan is 
concerned, the two states have enjoyed a 
good relations based on a confluence of 
economic and political interests as well as 
open channels of communications on matters 
of mutual concern. That is expected to 
remain the case under the new Turkish 
government which will most likely maintain 
business as usual as a Middle Eastern 

country- that has one eye on Europe and yet 
another on its neighbours to the east. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE ISLAMISTS' success in forming a government in 
Turkey has no doubt disturbed Israel which fears that 
such development would undermine the Israeli-Turidsh 
military deal, said Mimes AI Razzas, a writer for A! 
Ra L He said that the fact that the Isl amis ts won the 
largest number of seats in parliament and have been 
requested to form a coalition government with other 
parties means that the Islamists do not believe in vio- 
lence to assume power but would be violent only if they 
were exposed to violent means to subdue their pres- 
ence. The writer said that the Islamists, who came to 
power in Turkey without violence, and their determina- 
tion to work in concert with the secular parties in the 
country should prove to all that the role of Islam cannot 
be marginalised or ignored in the Muslim countries' 
political hie. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khonri 


The resentment, violence and 
universality of invisible people 


THE FACT that more Americans have been killed in Saudi 
Arabia this year by Saudi Arabians than were killed in the 
Gulf war by Iraqis should be reason enough for the United 
States to ask some serious questions about two related 
matters: why the U.S. has had to send troops to the Middle 
East in recent years, and why those troops often turn out to 
be prime targets for local terrorists and other actors. 

The United States is connect to seek to mobilise the world 
against terror, such as was experienced in Saudi Arabia last 
week, but in almost every aspect of its campaign 
Washington is going about its mission in a manner that is 
likely to see terror increase rather than decrease. 

When President Clinton first reacted to the news of the 
bombing, he mentioned something about working togeth- 
er to wipe out terror in the 21st century. It seems to me that 
he had the right spirit and objective, but the wrong centu- 
ry. If be really wants to rid the world of terror, be would do 
well to focus more on the 19th and 20th centuries, in order 
to grasp the despair and virtual dehumanisation — usually 
born of imperial relationships in the political, economic 
and cultural spheres — dial (hive otherwise ordinary peo- 
ple to acts of extracardinary violence. 

The perfidy and cruelty of the Saudi bombings should 
not cause us to respond to the physical terror of the 
bombers with our own brand of intellectual tenor. The 
bombings are contemptible and hideous acts that must be 
condemned in the strongest possible terms. But they are 
also much more than that, and they must he fought as 
much with a clear appreciation of political history as with 
a torrent of verbal anger and anti-terror actions. 

The reasons for the bombings are not clear; but there is 
enough evidence to suggest that a prime cause of anti- 
American violence in Saudi Arabia and other parts of the 
Middle East reflects a range of issues and sentiments that 
far transcend (he inclination of small groups of Middle 
Easterners to random violence. 

The United States, for better or for worse, is die leading 
political and cultural force in our world; its determination 
to preserve its status, even through direct military presence 
in foreign lands, is always going to make its symbols and 
its soldiers preferred targets for indignant people around 
the world who may not share the values or benefits of rul- 
ing political oligarchies that enter into strategic arrange- 
ments with the United States. 

The fact that three of the United States’ key strategic 
partners sod military links in the Arab World — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain and Egypt — should.be suffering simulta- 
neously from troublesome domestic violence, to put it as 
softly as possible, should prompt Americans and Arabs 
alike to e xamin e more seriously the reasons for this histor- 
ical and political peculiarity. 

I cannot and do not believe that the reasons are related to. 
anything particularly Arab. The reasons are more univer- 


sal, which is why I suggest looking at the 19th and 20th 
centuries for a full appreciation of why American troops 
keep getting bombed and killed by Arab militants and ter- 
rorists. 

The sort of indignity that drives Middle Easterners to 
strike against Americans is so universal, in feet, that 1 sug- 
gest that one should appreciate it within the American his- 
torical experience in order then to recognise it in other 
lands and cultures. One of the first and still perhaps the 
finest book by an American author about the anguish of 
American blacks is the novel The Invisible Man”, by 
Ralph Ellison, in which the young American black narra- 
tor says, “I am an invisible man, understand, simply 
because people refuse to see me., you often doubt if you 
really exist. You wonder whether you aren't simply a 
phantom in other people's minds... it’s when you feel like 
this that, out of resentment, you begin to bump people 
back. And. let me confess, you feel that way most of the 
time. You ache with the need to convince yourself that you 
do exist in the real world, that you’re a part of all the sound 
and anguish, and you strike out with your fists, you curse 
and you swear to make them recognise you. And, alas, it’s 
seldom successful.” 

The key emotion that we should appreciate in foe com- 
plex build-up to acts such as the Saudi bombings, it seems 
to me, is the sort of resentment that Ralph Ellison 
describes in the context of the American black experience. 

There are many reasons why assorted Arabs are resentful 
of their societies, their leaderships, their children's uncer- 
tain future prospects or their government’s political rela- 
tionships with foreign powers. Such resentment is not, 
repeat not, sufficient reason to go around killing American 
soldiers, in die view of most of us, say, who read these 
words. But the corollazy fact is that most of us find outlets 
for our disappointments or resentments, while an increas- 
ingly large segment of foe Arab population enjoys no such 
luxury. Their resentments increase and become com- 
pounded in a most cruel and maddening manner, in a con- 
text that offers no meaningful scope for either political 
expression or participation, while also claiming for foe 
state and its oligarchic partners a monopoly on the defini- 
tion of religion, culture and intellectual expression. The 
more and more common response of a resentful citizen in 
such a situation is "to bump people back.” 

Increased American military partnerships in foe Arab 
World will increase popular resentment, and foment new 
forms of violence. The 19th and 20th centuries offer many 
lessons about the consequences of imperial, colonial and 
other unbalanced relationships in which the junior partner 
is required to change in order to serve the interests of the 
senior paraier. 

If we wish the 21st century to be free of the scourge of 
terrorism, it seems logical, that ,we, should .attempt to : 


achieve this by rooting out the underlying causes of tenor; 
these causes are to be found in a combination of domestic, 
regional and international reasons for popular resentment 
that often breaks free of cultural constraints and expresses 
itself in violence and tenor. 

It is crucial, in this context, to keep in mind that most ter- 
ror in the Middle East is against other Middle Easterners, 
but foe world only seems interested in fighting Middle 
Eastern terror when its victims are Israelis or Americans. 
Thus foe sort of reaction we witness to the tragic and mis- 
guided events in Saudi Arabia is very likely to prove to be 
misguided and tragic in its own way — mainly by aggra- 
vating foe imbalances, distortions and resentments that 
already define the lives of so many Arabs. 

At one point in the book The Invisible Man”, the narra- 
tor is told: "...sometimes the difference between individual 
and organised indignation is foe difference between crimi- 
nal and political action.” 

It seems to me that we may be faring a similar situation 
in foe Middle East today, one in which the line between 
c riminal and political action is increasingly difficult to 
define. Yet, precisely because of this difficulty, it is all the 
more urgent that we muster foe political will to understand 
why ordinary people in the Middle East sometimes resort 
to extraordinary acts of violence: but this cannot be done 
in a historical or political vacuum that ignores the actions 
of Midfoe Eastern power oligarchies, foe reality of Israel 
and its record, and the legacy of superpower interests and 
actions in this region. 

If we are not prepared to assess the foil context of terror 
by and against Middle Easterners, we should refrain from 
speaking nonsense about leaving it behind us in foe next 
century. 

Mr Clinton is correct to mobilise the world against ter- 
ror, and the Arabs and others in die Middle East should be 
the first to line up with his zealotry, because they stand to 
gain the most from a successful global anti-terror effort 

Past efforts towards this end have failed, however, 
because they have been so shamelessly self-serving and 
discriminating. A fresh effort should avoid the mistakes of 
the past — both foe distant 19th century imperial past, and 
the more recent 20th century legacy of balding terror pri- 
marily in a manner defined by foe discriminating attitude 
that sees foe world spring into action to prevent the ran- 
dom lolling of Israelis and Americans, but merely explain 
it away in exotic, quasi-racist and bafflingly Orientalist 
cultural terms when terror kills tens of thousands of Arabs, 
Iranians and other natives. 

What has to stop is both foe physical terror and the intel- 
lectual and political terror that have long plagued our 
regkm;-foF-foe-two- arc-deeply -intertwined: 
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Saudi Arabia and the rise of the fanatics there 


By G wynne Dyer 

“I DON’T know where (the 
fundamentalists) are, but I 
feel they are everywhere, 
except that we have them in 
a different form. They are 
not like in Egypt or Algeria 
where they have formed a 
political group or an opposi- 
tion. But they have infiltrat- 
ed the system. I feel they 
have just about reached 
middle management in the 
civil service, in foe govern- 
ment. And once they reach 
the top. they will be in con- 
trol.” 

This is what Aisha Al 
Mana thinks. She runs foe 
hospital founded by her 
father in Al Khobar, about a 
ten-minute drive from the 
barracks in Dhahran where 
19 American servicemen 
were killed by a truck bomb 
on June 25. When I last saw 
her in January, all Saudi 
Arabia was agog about the 
November car bomb in 
Riyadh that killed only five 
Americans and two Indians. 
Now they really have some- 
thing to worry about. 

Al Mana is not a dissident. 
Her father served as King 
Abdul Aziz’s translator in 
the heroic era of the 1920s 


when he unified the king- 
dom. Although she was 
exiled from Riyadh in 1990 
for taking part in the women 
drivers’ protest during the 
Gulf war, she remains a 
loyal supporter of the 
regime. But she is very wor- 
ried. 

The problem, in her view, 
is that foe fanatics have 
been allowed to take over, 
especially in the school sys- 
tem. She takes her religion 
seriously, but she was 
stunned to discover recently 
that 30 per cent of the time 
in Saudi primary schools, 
and 27 percent in secondary 
schools, is directly devoted 
to religious instruction. (Not 
counting history, which is 
mostly Islamic history, liter- 
ature, which is mostly 
Islamic literature, etc.). 

So why is it, in this most 
Muslim of countries,- that 
young men are killing and 
dying to make it more 
Islamic? What motivated 
the four young men, all 
Saudi-born Muslims, who 
were beheaded in Riyadh 
last month for the 
November car bomb? What 
motivated the men who 
drove the track up to the 
perimeter fence in Dhahran 


this week? 

In Algeria or Egypt, the 
Muslim fundamentalists are 
trying to overthrow authori- 
tarian secular regimes. In 
Saudi Arabia, they are wag- 
ing war against a devoutly 
Muslim ruling family that 
spends heavily on religion, 
chops off foe heads or hands 
of criminals in strict obedi- 
ence to Islamic law, and 
enforces extreme interpreta- 
tions of Islam like the ban 
on Saudi women driving 
cars. 

Sometimes, indeed, the 
regime’s deeply conserva- 
tive clerical allies are down- 
right embarrassing to more 
enlightened Muslims. For 
example, Sheikh Baz, foe 
clergyman who heads the 
official Saudi religious 
establishment, has pub- 
lished an “Islamic” treatise 
proving that the world is 
flat. 

But the exalted position of 
the sheikh says a great deal 
about what has gone wrong 
in Saudi Arabia under foe 
present king. He would not 
have been allowed to amass 
such influence by any of 
King Fahd’s predecessors. 

Obviously, some of foe 
current unrest in the king- 


dom is due to the stresses 
and strains that occur when 
a poverty-stricken, illiterate 
rural population is 
urbanised, educated and 
boosted into a consumer 
society in a single genera- 
tion. What has brought foe 
matter to car bombs, how- 
ever, is the deliberate hand- 
ing over of Saudi Arabia's 
educational and cultural 
institutions to religious 
obscurantists of the most 
fanatical kind. 

‘The real danger does not 
come from foe politically 
motivated extremists,” 
explained a worried pro- 
regime liberal recently. “It 
comes from foe brainwash- 
ing of our youth in religion, 
at foe expense of real 
achievement, on which the 
extremists thrive.” 

The ruling Saud family is 
not a nest of fanatics. All the 
dominant figures of foe 
royal family have been 
deliberate modernisers. But 
King Fabd, in power for foe 
past 14 years, has modified 
the traditional family 
approach in dangerous 
ways. 

In the past, Saudi rulers 
got away with imposing 
huge doses of modernisa- 


tion on a reluctant populace 
— radio, television, mass 
education and the like — by 
arguing that these innova- 
tions were fully compatible 
with Islam. Their assur- 
ances were accepted 
because of the family’s own 
obvious devotion to foe 
Muslim feifo. 

An essential part of this 
strategy, however, was 
keeping the kingdom’s 
Muslim clergy on a short 
leash: it would not do to 
have them question foe offi- 
cial line on modernisation. 
But if this is your strategy, 
then you had better be 
beyond reproach in your 
own Islamic piety. Which is 
where the current king ran 
into problems. 

King Fabd is a 'highly 
intelligent roan whose real 
job was to prepare foe king- 
dom for its reentry to reality 
after the glorious 20-year 
holiday from economics it 
enjoyed at foe height of foe 
oil boom. If he had exploit- 
ed this opportunity, things 
would have been very dif- 
ferent in Saudi Arabia 
today. 

But King Fahd did not do 
what was necessary to 
enable him to simply ignore 


Socialist reformer gets party and government 


By Stephen Weeks 
Reuter 

ATHENS — Prime 
Minister Costas Simitis, 
demanding radical reform 
of his own party, won his 
“all or nothing” gamble 
Sunday and was elected 
the leader of Greece’s rul- 
ing Socialist Party. 

Mr. Simitis, 60, is only 
foe second leader of the 
Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK) in its 
22-year history. He 
replaces the late PASOK 
founder, Andreas 

Papandreou, who died a 
week ago. 

He had vowed to resign 
if some 5,200 delegates 
failed to give him control 
of foe party machine as 
rrrtvF*m merit. 

. * i vhuuiuq {wuk mem- 


ber, Mr. Simitis became 
known for openly chal- 
lenging Papandreou ’s 
autocratic rule, creating foe 
public image of being his 
own man. 

He scores consistently 
highly in public opinion 
polls and has served in 
every PASOK government 
since PASOK broke the 
right’s post-World War II 
grip on power in 1981. 

Under Papandreou ’s 
charismatic leadership, 
PASOK was reelected to a 
four-year term in 1985 and 
returned to power for a 
third term in October 1993. 

Mr. Simitis has headed 
the ministries of agricul- 
ture, national economy, 
education and industry. He 
resigned from two min- 
istries in disputes with 
Papandreou: in 198/ tram 


foe national economy min- 
istry and in 1995 from the 
industry ministry. 

He has been criticised by 
Papandreou loyalists for 
his internal opposition but 
he has garnered the respect 
of many of the Socialist 
rank-and-file by speaking 
his mind. 

Mr. Simitis, whose short 
height and almond-shaped 
eyes earned him the nick- 
name “the Chinese” in the 
Greek press, is one of the 
most academic members 
of PASOK. 

He is mild-mannered and 
professorial in style but 
showed his mettle at the 
congress in firmly turning 
down calls to withdraw his 
threat to resign, saying he 
wanted foe power io 
implement his reform pro- 
grammes or he wa» nut 


interested in governing. 

Mr. Simitis, educated in 
Germany and Britain, sees 
the future of Greece tied 
firmly to foe European 
Union. He speaks French, 
English and German. 

To the relief of many 
Western diplomats, his 
campaign and prime min- 
isterial style is foe antifoe- 
sis of Papandreou’s flam- 
boyant, crowd rousing 
showmanship. 

Mr. Simitis is best 
remembered for his 1985- 
87 austerity plan, which 
many EU partners felt 
would have saved Greece 
from later economic 
upheavals. 

After Papandreou 
resigned in January, Mr. 
Simitis showed his politi- 
cal skills bv scorine a dose 

win in Uie paiiiojiiciuai> 


group to take over in a 
close race with interior 
minister Aids 

Tsohatzopoulos. 

He squeezed out Mr. 
Tsohatzopoulos, an old- 
guard Socialist, again 
Sunday for party leader. 

Mr. Simitis had his bap- 
tism by fire as prime min- 
ister hours before a confi- 
dence vote in parliament 
confirmed him. He was 
caught up in a showdown 
with Turkey over a barren 
islet in die eastern Aegean. 

The United States inter- 
vened to head off a clash. 
Mr. Simitis was criticised 
at home for backing down 
but applauded by EU part- 
ners and Washington for 
keeping a cool head and 
knowing when to retreat. 

So far Mr. Simitis has 
curried out few of ihe 


reforms which be says will 
modernise foe party, and 
his government has 
appeared more woric-a-day 
than visionary in con- 
fronting Greece’s prob- 
lems. 

Some PASOK officials 
have predicted bold moves 
in a cabinet reshuffle or 
perhaps a snap election. 

Mr. Simitis studied law 
and economics in 
Germany and the London 
School of Economics, 
taught commercial law in 
Athens and had his own 
law practice. 

He was first elected to 
parliament in 1985. He is 
married and has two 
daughters. 
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the protests of the mare con- 
servative ulema (clergy) at 
foe kingdom’s rapid mod- 
ernisation. 

Instead, he bought their 
loyalty by putting them in 
charge of education, culture 
and public order: As a result, 
a generation is now emerg- 
ing from the Saudi schools 
who have been indoctrinat- 
ed with a paranoid view of 
the modem world. 
Unsurprisingly, some of 
them have turned to bombs. 

It is not yet too late. King 
Fahd briefly relinquished 
power in January, only to 
take it back in February. But 
he is a 75-year-old man who 
has had two severe strokes, 
and sooner or later he will 
have to hand over the throne 
to Crown Prince Abdullah 
permanently. 

Prince Abdullah’s person- 
al probity and piety would 
allow him to strip the fanat- 
ics of their privileges very 
quickly, and a large majori- 
ty of Saudis would not 
object. When that change- 
over will happen, we do not 
know. What we do know, 
though, is that terrorism has 
a radicalising logic all its 
own. 




sria seeks better JiesLKi 

tarinued from pa^e I \ Deputy ! 

AdnaoOn 

-a ssi J. M\;d!c that the 

-'-t- Turkey aa 

‘ nJ’. ■■ ■" *.hi<. tustty be c 

dL.k .:n,: Wish TTu*ae 

^ AIlt, -n.v* s dead k*tet 

vur car j r. Mr. for all fee 

'?* ^ n - countries. 

*jnwd .-hirf 

T accept 

y.W< leader, has ^otS 

‘VHifuicKM: coop- * b 

? " ,h ,htf Mu ^ 

-denies u link between T,shreea 

<nd S-.nj. Lm !o ***** 

;k wiled Tor foe two draining it 

tommor. border Athene 

■toai. Mr. Ert 

ansil'.q.- \j r Mr. Etta 
Vellore Welfare Pi 

* P r °bubly puli back a* 

a 10 the 9 

■s W undcr pwwwe 
lurkc > influential accords a 


jt. 


•‘Rake > 

* ■’1^ foe .4 

• *; will la.* 

fsraeI 

thev 

*to^ er>,hln ° ™ 

^ Mae the y . 

anrt T d P-anv ; 



w? estil 

'AFI 

* it ^ sa. 
di« 

% J* depurv 

^C ° nes - de 


f til 
Shasta 




■ !-j:. 


k 





and ’ 


Features 

Republicans target Perry 
over Saudi bomb attack 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 2, 1996 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Mr. Perry should remain as 
secretary. 

“I think there’s a real 
need to shake up the 

Defence Department and a 
real question as to whether 
William J. Peny is the right 
man to be secretary of 
defence,” Mr. Specter said 
during an interview to 
NBC television. 

The White House on 
Monday reiterated its sup- 
port for Mr. Peny and said 

questions about the security 
surrounding the Saudi base 
and other U.S. military 
installations in the region 
were being addressed ‘The 
security situation in 
Dbahran and elsewhere in 
the Middle East is now 
under review by General 
(Wayne) Downing ” White 
House spokesman Michael 
McCurry said. 

“We are confident that 
there were security mea- 
sures in place that saved 
lives and as to whether 
there should be or should 
have been additional secu- 
rity measures. General 
Downing is looking close- 
ly at that now,” Mr. 
McCuny said. 

Mr. Peny. who left Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday after a 
brief visit, confirmed that 
Saudi authorities had 
refused earlier this year to 
allow U.S. defense officials 
to expand the security 
perimeter around the hous- 


ing complex, the New York 
Tunes reported. 

Mr. Cohen suggested that 
die Saudis would have to 
answer for their failure to 
take the security threat seri- 
ously, adding: “if they’re 
unwilling to do that, then 
it s going to change the 
nature of the relationship” 
between Riyadh and Wash- 
ington. 

Saudi Arabia is Washing- 
ton’s closest ally in the 
region and home to the 
largest contingent of U.S. 
troops in the Gulf. 

The congressional hear- 
ing was also to focus on 
determining who was 
responsible for securing the 
protection of U.S. service- 
men in Saudi Arabia and 
for raising concerns with 
the Saudi authorities, Mr. 
Cohen said. 

Questions will be raised 
as to whether Mr. Peny or 
Mr. Clinton should have 
ultimately taken the matter 
in hand to ensure the full 
cooperation of the Saudi 
authorities, he added. 

Saudi officials also 
reportedly refused to allow 
U.S. Investigators to ques- 
tion the four Saudi Islamic 
fundamentalists who were 
beheaded on May 31 for a 
previous bomb attack in 
November. 

Five Americans and two 
Indians died in that bomb- 
ing at a U.S. -Saudi training 
center in Riyadh. 


The status and importance of 
environmental education in Jordan 


By Dr. Jaser K. Rabadi 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION is vital in 
delivering the various facts 
and concepts about envi- 
ronment to people, particu- 
larly those facts which 
directly affect their daily 
lives. These facts are then 
expected to be converted 
into skills which will be 
employed in the daily prac- 
tices of man. In this coo- 
text, education is defined as 
presenting these facts sys- 
tematically, in the form of 
textbooks, in schools and 
universities, without the 
need for specialisation. 

A classic example of the 
role of education in promot- 
ing certain concepts is the 
following: physics is not, 
really, a very popular sub- 
ject among Jordanians, but 
teaching physics to various 
grades in Jordan has suc- 
ceeded in introducing many 
facts and concepts about the 
science to a wide range of 
people, including those 
who are not really fond of 
physics. 

The laws of light reflec- 


tion (the angle of incidence 
is equal to the angle of 
reflection) and Newton's 
2nd law (action and reac- 
tion) are so popular that 
almost everybody knows 
them by heart and applies 
them, in some way or 
another, in his/her daily 
life, (not to mention the 
gravity law and Newton's 
apple). 

Just like economy, ecolo- 
gy is a broad discipline 
which affects and is affect- 
ed by man’s activities. 
Because of close links 
between the environment 
and the human beings, 
proper environmental edu- 
cation is an indispensable 
matter. Any concept intro- 
duced to school children 
will stay with them for a 
long period of rime and 
help them later contribute 
in die efforts exerted by the 
society to protect the envi- 
ronment. 

Due to the social, eco- 
nomic and natural develop- 
ments in developing coun- 
tries, the environment is 
going through a serious 
degradation trend. Features 


of such degradation are 
droughts, desertification, 
deforestation, rise in the sea 
level, etc. Thus, protecting 
the environment is not a 
luxury practised in devel- 
oped countries but rather an 
inevitable measure that 
developing countries 
should take to maintain sus- 
tainable development. 

Furthermore, nations are 
forced to protect the envi- 
ronment according to the 
terms of international con- 
ventions and treaties that 
their governments have 
signed. 

Realising the importance 
of environmental educa- 
tion, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion in Jordan has prepared 
a new curriculum package 
on environment. This pack- 
age includes chapters on 
ecology, meteorology, 
hydrology. geology, 

oceanography and other 
earth sciences. The package 
aims at introducing to stu- 
dents the environment the 
problems facing it and pos- 
sible solutions. 

The first comprehensive 
school textbook on environ- 


ment was introduced to H 
graders for the academic 
year 1995/96. The name of 
the book is Earth Science 
and Environment The 
sequel of this series will be 
introduced to grade-12 stu- 
dents in the academic year 
1996/97. Under the new 
education policy of the 
ministry this subject is 
optional. 

Environmental education 
can help focus on activities 
meant to protect the envi- 
ronment and can serve the 
purpose of promoting 
awareness via the following 
three levels of education: 

— Delivering basic 
knowledge: Proper educa- 
tion can identify the various 
elements of the environ- 
ment It can also explain the 
interactions and processes 
of these elements and the 
problems associated with 
these interactions. Igno- 
rance is the major problem 
that faces environmental 
awareness in different parts 
of the world; one can detect 
several degrees of igno- 
rance in this connection. 
The definition of “protect- 


ing the environment” as 
“keeping your environment 
dean by not leaving plastic 
bags behind at a picnic site” 
shows ignorance of the first 
(simplest) degree. An 
advanced degree of igno- 
rance is demonstrated daily 
and can easily be detected 
in environment-related 
seminars and workshops. 
Therefore, education can 
help introduce the essen- 
tials of environment to stu- 
dents and gradually to the 
society at large. 

— Realising the prob- 
lems: One can be made to 
realise that preserving 
water is important, for 
example. Then some prob- 
lems regarding water, such 
as leakage and contamina- 
tion, which can occur dur- 
ing the various stages of 
collection, transportation 
and distribution processes 
can be pointed out. Further- 
more, education can 
demonstrate how unreliable 
rainy seasons can be in a 
country like Jordan. At this 
stage, students would 
realise that water supplies 
are neither unlimited nor 


immune. 

— Taking measures to 
mitigate the impact of the 
problems: This level serves 
as the ul timate goal of pub- 
lic awareness activities, 
where education can lead 
towards taking action to 
protea the environment. 
Actions do not need to be 
sophisticated and expensive 
nor does high technology 
need to be employed. Mea- 
sures include fine adjust- 
ments to the life style and 
certain practices, such as 
water rationing and recy- 
cling, cutting down on elec- 
tricity consumption and 
being humble enough to 
cany your watermelon 
without a plastic bag. 


The writer is director of 
Applied Meteorology at the 
Meteorological Depart- 
ment. He contributed this 
article to the Jordan Times. 


Palestinian protesters demand 
release of 6,000 from Israeli jails 


Omar Belhouchet — hounded by the law 


(Continued from page 1) 

jailed for life for killin g 
Israelis. 

Samiha Khalil, who stood 
against Mr. Arafat in Jan. 
20 presidential elections, 
said the current situation 
was “very bad," adding: 
“But nobody is going to 


give us our freedom. We 
must take it for ourselves." 

Abdul Fatah Hamayel, a 
former detainee who repre- 
sents Ramallah on the 
Palestinian council, said: 
“Negotiations with Israel 
have dragged for months. 
The Israelis have not ful- 
filled their promises.” 


Ayria-Sfifiksbetterti 


(Continued from page 1) 

shifting sands of Middle 
East alliances. 

“I strongly condemn this 
abhorrent attack and wish 
that Allah shows compas- 
sion to our martyrs,” Mr. 
Erbakan said in a message 
to the armed forces* chief 
over the suicide attack Sun- 
day that left nine soldiers 
killed. 

Mr. Erbakan, Turkey’s 
first Islamist leader, has 
called for closer relations 
with Damascus as part of 
his plans to increase coop- 
eration with the Muslim 
world. 

He denies a link between 
the rebels and Syria. Last 
year he called for the two 
countries' common border 
tobe lifted. 

Political analysts said Mr. 
Erbakan's Welfare Party 
would probably pull back 
from a pledge to scrap the 
Israeli pact, under pressure 
from Turkey’s influential 
military. 

‘They might make state- 
ments to appease the Arabs 
and say they will look over 
the accord with Israel but 
you can be sure they will 
quietly do everything neces- 
sary to make sure the agree- 
ment is carried out,” said 
Professor Dogu Ergil, an 
expert on Turkey's relations 
wiifa the Middle East. 

“Welfare is a parry from 
Turkey and Turkey’s reality 
is very’ different from that 
of the Middle East.” he said. 

In Cairo the Syrian 


Deputy Foreign Minister 
Adnan Omran said Monday 
that the accord between 
Turkey and Israel will even- 
tually be cast aside. 

“This accord will just be a 
dead letter. It poses a danger 
for all the Arab and Muslim 
countries. Turkish public 
opinion is realising that day 
by day and in the end it will 
not accept this agrreement,” 
he told journalists. 

Syria has led widespread 
Arab condemnation of the 
accord reached in February 
which it believes is a threat 
to its security. 

Earlier the Syrian daily 
Tishreen said it was ready 
to resolve the problems 
st rainin g its ties with Turkey 
with the new government of 
Mr. Erbakan. 

Mr. Erbakan’s pro-Islamic 
Welfare Party has opposed 
the accord. The new Turkish 
premier said Sarurday he 
would respect international 
accords already signed but 
warned that “those provi- 
sions which are against our 
national interests and secu- 
rity will not be implement- 
ed'.” 

Mr. Omran held talks in 
Cairo with Arab League 
chief Esmat Abdul Meguid 
on the peace process. And 
he called on the co-sponsors 
the United States and Russia 
to "pressure Israel to make it 
understand that its positions 
are threatening peace and 
security in the region and 
pushing it towards a spiral 
of violence " 


OMAR BELHOUCHET was bom in Setif on February 9, 
1953 and is the father of two children aged 1 1 and 12. After 
graduating from Algiers University with a degree in eco- 
nomics, he began his career in 1973 on La Rdpublique, a 
French-language daily published in Oran, before moving 
on to the sports desk of the official news agency Algfrie 
presse service (APS). 

In 1975 he went to work for L’Unitd, a young people's 
weekly. In 1978, after completing his military service, he 
joined the financial desk of the government daily At Moud- 
jahid. The Hamrouche decree that opened up the press sec- 
tor enabled him to launch A1 Waran (The Fatherland) on 
October 8, 1990, and he became its publishing manager. 

On May 17. 1993, Omar Belhouchet, who is secretary of 
the Newspaper Publishers* Association to which 18 news-_ 
—papersfielong, was therargetbfxheftrst in the current wave 
of attacks aimed at journalists. He escaped another attempt 
on his life on January 1, 1995. 

He has been awarded three international press freedom 
prizes. His trouble with the authorities began in January 
1993, a year after the government cancelled the election 
process, when A1 Watan (correctly) reported that five police 
officers had died in an attack by an armed fundamentalist 
group in Laghouat. 

Omar Belhouchet and five of his staff were held for a 
week at Serkadji prison and charged with “damaging state 
security and national defence,” “insulting a constituent 
body” and “disclosing information prematurely.” A1 Watan 
was suspended sine die. 

The journalists were released on January 9, 1993, four 
days before the suspension order against A1 Watan was lift- 
ed. The case has still not come to trial. The newspaper has 
since been suspended on three occasions for disposing 
“security-related” information, which was made subject to 
censorship by a ministerial decree on June 7, 1994. 

Within two years, Omar Belhouchet has been accused on 
23 counts, 12 of which are still pending. Charges of “dam- 
aging state security” and “insulting a constituent body” are 
frequently brought against him because they allow the 


courts to pass longer sentences (up to two years) than if he 
were accused of libel, for which the maximum sentence is 
six months, and because these charges can be handled 
directly by the public prosecutor’s department, with no 
plaintiff required. 


“Al Watan (The Fatherland) was 
launched on October 8, 1990, by 20 
journalists from two state newspa- 
pers, the daily Al Moudjahid and 
. the weekly Revolution . jafricaine, 
who decided to form their own com- 
pany. Only 18 of them remain. The 
newspaper soon became the pre- 
ferred daily of French-speaking 
Algerian executives. Its editorial 
staff, with 25 journalists based in 
Algiers, is still one of the biggest in 
the country, even though about 20 
people in a row left after threats 
from armed groups ” 


Moreover, legal supervision orders mean he has to appear 
before an examining magistrate once a week, is banned 
from leaving the country (his passport has been confiscat- 
ed) and is not allowed to write or speak in public. The lat- 
est supervision order was lifted on May 18. Another charge 
concerns a report on the arrest of Zoubir Souissi, the former 


prime minis ter’s brother, for “embezzling state funds” (the 
public prosecutor’s department denies the arrest took 
place). 

Omar Belhouchet is also being prosecuted because he 
told the French television channe ls TF1 and Canal Plus: “I 
wouldn’t be surprised to learn tomorrow that some of my 
colleagues had been murdered by men hired by die govern- 
ment.” The department is calling for a year's prison sen- 
tence in this case. 

Despite the legal principle that a person cannot be tried 
twice for the same offence, Omar Belhouchet was fined a 
total of 32,000 dinars ($240), including compensation and 
interest, in March 1996 over a report in which he con- 
demned embezzlement He had been cleared ofthe charge 
onJune l 20,°1995.-‘** • •« 41 


Seventeen journalists were killed since Janaary 1, 1996: 

Algeria 7 Cambodia 1 Pakistan 1 

Russia 2 Turkey 1 

Bangladesh 1 India 1 Philippires I 

Tajikistan 1 

One hundred and seven journalists were imprisoned on 
April 23, 1996: 


Algeria 

2 

C. African Rep. 

1 

Ethiopia 

19 

Kuwait 

8 

Pakistan 

1 

Tunisia 

2 

Burma 

7 

Gambia 

2 

Libya 

1 

Peru 5 


Turkey 

10 



Burundi 

3 

China 

16 

India 

1 

Niger 

1 

Rwanda 

3 

Vietnam 

5 

Cameroon 1 

Cote d’ Ivoire 

3 

Indonesia 

3 

Nigeria 

5 

Syria 

8 




Tattoos make their mark in Germany 


PFLP studying leader’s return to 
Palestinian self-rule areas 


DAMASCUS lAFP) — A 
hatdline Palestinian oppo- 
sition movement said Mon- 
day it was discussing 
whether its deputy leader 
should return to the Pales- 
tinian territories, despite its 
opposition to the autonomy 
accords. 

Maher Taher, a 


led by Georges Habash. 

Mr.’ Taher added the 
movement’s policy was “to 
encourage the return" to the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
areas under the control of 
Yasser Arafat’s self-rule 
authority.Three leaders 
from the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 


iVUzim 1 illicit d -| 

spokesman for the Popular tine (DFLP) went bac 

Front for the Liberation of the territories 


Palestine (PFLP), told AFP: 
“The ruling bodes of the 
movement are discussing 
the issue of the return of 
(Abu Ali Mustapha) to the 
occupied territories." Mr. 
Mustapha is the deputy sec- 
retary Lviicial of tiie PFLP 


lUi. r 

the permission of Israel and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority. 

Both the PFLP and the 
DFLP are firmly opposed 
to the autonomy accords 
struck between Israel and 
die PLO. 


By Clifford Coonan 
Reuter 

FRANKFURT — Tat- 
toos are not quite de 
rigueur yet in Ger- 
many's polite society, 
but changing fashions 
have given them a wider 
appeal. 

Once popularly 
viewed as the preserve 
of sailors, burglars, 
navvies or side-show 
freaks, they are becom- 
ing increasingly com- 
mon in other walks of 
life. 

Policemen, supermod- 
els, vicars, politicians, 
journalists and doctors 
have now joined the 
queue for the tartooisL 

“You would be very 
surprised to see some of 
the people I get coming 
in to get tattoos done, 
said Sting, the 
spokesman for the Ger- 
man Tattooists’ Organi- 
sation (DOT), who lists 
doctors and a host of 
other professionals 
among his clientele. 

A Nebraska-born tat- 
too artist based in the 
West German town of 
Ludwigshafen, he is 
called Sting because he 
says to customers that 
gening a tattoo doesn’t 


hurt — it stings. 

“In fact it hurts like 
bell, but if my nickname 
was hurts like hell I 
wouldn’t get any busi- 
ness,” he told Reuters. 

Tattoos have been with 
us for a very long time. 
Almost as long as peo- 
ple have been walking 
upright they have been 
engraving their bodies 
with pictures for reli- 
gious or purely decora- 
tive reasons. 

Sting himself has 
spent long hours under 
the needle — his entire 
upper torso is decorated 
with a tattooed waist- 
coat, with a whole array 
of different pictures 
making up the design. 

“You get into tattooing 
through being tattooed. 
You toe to be tattooed 
first before becoming a 
tattooist It has to come 
from the heart, and you 
toe to be able to draw,” 
said Sting. 

“The current vogue is 
for more artistic tattoos, 
with dragons, unicorns, 
Celtic designs and small 
tattoos in secret places 
very much the popular 
choices, rather than the 
traditional “mum” 
engraved on a forearm. 

A tattoo can be drawn 
free-hand or from a 


“flash”, which is a tattoo 
design, something like a 
stencil. 

The tattoo artist views 
the body like a canvas, 
but a rather awkward 
one, with lots -of diffi- 
cult-to-get-at places. 

“I hate doing places 
where the skin is really 
elastic and you Deed 
about six hands to 
stretch the skin. Gimme 
a shoulder anytime” 
says Sting, who also 
favours the arm or the 
chest. 

There are two different 
kinds of tattoo-seeker. 
One is what Sting calls 
the “this is for me” tat- 
tooee, someone who 
gets a tattoo for them- 
selves and will pnt it 
somewhere where it is 
unlikely to lose them 
their job, perhaps hidden 
beneath a shirt 

“Then there is the 
other mentality that this 
is art that people should 
be able to see it. So the 
arm and shoulderblade 
are really popular, or the 
chest,” says Sting. 

So where does it hurt 
most? There are the 
obvious places, such as 
the genitals and the 
head. 

“The tail bone hurts a 


lot, near the spine, the 
ribs — anywhere where 
there is thin skin directly 
over bone can be really, 
really painful,” said 
Sting. 

“The weirdest place I 
ever tattooed was the tip 
of a guy’s penis. I’ve 
done some heads, and 
weird places on people's 
feet — not your every- 
day locations. The 
armpits are strange too.” 

It is important to think 
about what you are 
doing before getting a 
tattoo. 

“You got to remember 
— you’re stuck with that 
thing for the rest of your 
life. I don’t care what 
the laser experts are 
promising about 

removals, to get rid of 
that thing you're gonna 
toe to use a chainsaw,” 
said Sting. 

The hygiene issue is 
one on the mind of every 
potential tattooee, due to 
fears that the hiv vims 
can be spread through 
tattoo needles, meaning 
tattooists must take extra 
precautions. 

“Infection is not an 
issue with a well- 
trained, well-prepared 
tattoo artist,” said Sting. 

Anything that has 


come into contact with 
the previous customer is 
sterilised and the 
hygiene issue is taken 
very seriously, as cus- 
tomer perception is very 
important. 

Drunk customers, or 
customers who have 
taken aspirin, are not 
encouraged, as both 
aspirin and alcohol thin 
the blood and can lead 
to bleeding and slow 
down the healing 
process. 

Tattooing is still an 
unregulated profession. 

“We toe to be regis- 
tered with the tax 
authorities and in some 
places with the health 
department, but for the 
main part we regulate 
ourselves,” says Sting. 

The need for self-regu- 
lation came out of the 
need to drive “scratch- 
es” or amateurs out of 
the market, part-time 
tattooists operating in 
basements or from their 
houses. 

“They’re dirty, they 
undercut prices, they 
steal customers — 
everybody bates them,” 
says Sting, with the 
craftsman’s traditional 
disdain for the hackish 
amateur. 


Thee are around 
50,000-60,000 tattoo 
machines in Germany, 
but often a tattoo artist 
will have more than one. 
Sting, for example, has 
30. 

The cost of a tattoo 
depends on the hours of 
work involved, whether 
the design is the tat- 
tooee’s own or the 
artist's and whether or 
not the tattoo will need a 
touch-up. 

“It can happen that 
you set a price and sud- 
denly you find that the 
guy has skin like a buf- 
falo. he’s had maybe 16 
sunburns in his life and 
it's a lot of work. It real- 
ly depends ” says Sting. 

Most people with a tat- 
too will say it was worth 
the pain. “No pain, no 
gaii’ seems to be the 
consensus. 

As Sting says: “It only 
hurts once and then 
you've got it And it’s a 
good thing it hurts, oth- 
erwise everybody would 
have one. To tell the 
truth.. .The pain isn’t 
really that bad”. 
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Jordan to increase exports to China 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and China Monday con- 
cluded three days of meet- 
ings here and signed min- 
utes of their deliberations 
which covered cooperation 
in a wide -range of econom- 
ic and trade fields. 

The minutes, which were 
signed by Ministry of Plan- 
ning Secretary -General 
Nabil Amman and China’s 
delegation bead Sun Gang- 
shan, provide for a new 
contract which allows for 
die sale of an additional of 
200, 000 tonnes of potash 
to China during 1996. 

The minutes also allocate 
a quota for China’s imports 
of Jordanian fertilisers and 
give Jordan preference over 
other countries in China's 
fertiliser imports. 

According to the minutes, 
Jordan will also sell a range 
of national products to 
China and the two coun- 
tries will organise recipro- 
cal trade fairs to promote 
sales of national products. 
In addition, both countries 
call for joint ventures espe- 
cially in Jordanian free 
trade zones and the port 
city of Aqaba . 

A Chinese spokesman 
told Jordan Television after 


the meetings that the total 
amount of trade exchanges 
between Jordan and China 
in 1995 reached $136 mil- 
lion and that the trade bal- 
ance was in favour of 
China. 

He said that China would 
help adjust the imbalance 
through increasing its 
imports of Jordanian goods 
and has already requested 
the Jordanian side to pro- 
vide China with a list of 
goods it desires to sell to 
die Chinese markets. 

The minutes call for the 
two countries to cooperate 
in technical and economic 
fields and to exchange 
expertise in the implemen- 
tation of development pro- 
jects. 

The two sides discussed 
cooperation in cultural sci- 
entific, sports, youth, tec- 
hnological and scientific 
fields. 

At the start of the meet- 
ings, Dr. Amman outlined 
the various incentives and 
exemptions given under 
Jordanian laws to foreign 
investors and expressed 
hope that the laws would 
attract China to make 
investments in the phos- 



Ministry of Planning Secretary-General Nabil Amm an and the head of the Chinese 
delegation Monday sign the minutes of the meetings held over the past three days 
(Petra photo) 

phate industry, the Dead zones from where China East and Europe after con- 

Sea mineral projects and can sell its products to eluding a partnership with 

the Jordanian free trade countries in the Middle the European Union. 


More and more Germans see economy worsening 


BONN (R) — More and 
more Germans see their 
country's economic situa- 
tion getting worse rather 
than better, a survey has 
indicated. 

Some 55 per cent of Ger- 
mans see the economy in 
decline compared to 52 per 
cent last month and 45 per 
cent in May, acording to the 
Electoral Research Group 
poll of 1,285 Germans for 
national ZDF television. 

But at the same time 50 
per cent said their personal 
economic situation was 
good, compared to 45 per 
cent last month. 

The German economy has 
been virtually stagnant 
since last year, and is 
expected to grow by less 
than one per cent in 1996 
before picking up next year. 

But economists say 
unemployment is likely to 
remain around post-war 
record levels of four million 
for some time. 

They say consumers will 
soon feel the effect of a 
range of welfare, benefit 
and pension cuts in Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's 
deficit-cutting austerity 


package. 

According to the OECD, 
the German economy is set 
for a broad-based but slow 
recovery over the next six 
months, helped by gradual- 
ly rising world demand for 
German exports and easier 
monetary policy. 

But the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), not- 
ing that Germany began to 
emerge from a sharp six- 
month spell of weakness in 
the spring, said its 1997 
growth rate might not 
exceed 2.4 to 2.5 per cent. 

The economy was likely 
to grow by an anaemic 03 
per cent in 1996 as a whole, 
down from about 2.0 per 
cent in 1995, with the job- 
less rate likely to rise by 
one full percentage point 
between 1995 and 1997, the 
OECD said in its half-year- 
ly economic outlook. 

Chief OECD economist 
Kumiharu Shigehara told 
reporters he was “basically 
optimistic” in regard to tire 
outlook for Germany. 

But he conceded that the 
adverse impact of the 1994 
rise in long term interest 


rates and the early 1995 
currency turbulence, which 
saw the dollar nosediving 
against the yen and the 
Deutsche mark, “proved to 
be more powerful than we 
had estimated a few months 
ago.” 

The OECD said the 
resulting general decline in 
business and consumer con- 
fidence triggered an inven- 
tory correction and declin- 
ing fixed business and pri- 
vate investment which cut 
German GDP by one per- 
centage point in the final 
quarter of last year. 

The inventory “decurau- 
lation” continued into the 
first quarter of this year as 
harsh weather conditions 
contributed to a sharp 
decline in construction 
activity. 

The OECD said this was 
estimated to have led to a 
small decline in German 
GDP, of some 0.3 per cent, 
in the first half of 1996. 

But it said a sharp decel- 
eration of inflation, expect- 
ed to run at an average rate 
of about 1.5 per cent until 
end- 1997, and wage 

increases, should now boost 


THE Daily Crossword by Jay Sullivan 


ACROSS 

1 Plus 

6 Trevino target 

10 Loco 

14 Bring dishonor 
on 

15 Surrounded by 

16 Chills and fever 

17 Farm machine 

18 Humorists 

19 Kind of duck? 

'20 What you need 

to bum up the 
course? 

23 Sex 

24 Bear strategy 

25 Tabloid 

27 Give aid and 
comfort 

32 Calaboose 

36 Penury 

39 Grieg’s land, to 
Norwegians 

40 Location of 
major water 
hazard? 

43 ‘Pride — : before 
a fair 

44 Heavyweight 
wrestiing 

45 Had liabilities 

46 Condition of 
equilibrium 

48 Dawn goddess 

50 Animal org. 

53 Animal tracks 

53 Martian putters? 

62 Conifer 

63 Understanding 
words 

64 Early video 
game producer 

65 Galls 

66 Barrie's dog 

67 Raised (the flag) 

68 Avian haven 

69 Golf hazard 

70 Rotates 

DOWN 

1 — as life 

2 Portion 

3 Beauty parlor 

4 Rectify 

5 More concise 

6 Funny girl 
Goldie ' 
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? Neglects 

8 Supple 

9 Ford follies 

10 Spanish 
surrealist 

11 Gelling agent 

12 Show 
resentment 

13 Ball support 

21 Middle- 
Easterner 

22 Tossed 
26 Beauts 

28 Small salmon 

29 Brag 

30 Make eyes at 

31 Marsh grass 

32 Exercise runs 

33 Plenty 

34 Notion 

35 D-Day craft 

37 Aussie bird 

38 Roosevelt 
coin 

41 Bridge 
ancestor 

42 Lanat loop 
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47 First aid item 
49 Asparagus 
stalks 

51 Composer 
Franck 

52 NASA rocket 

54 Like draft beer 

55 Muscat native 


56 Summer TV fare 

57 Uses scissors 

58 Milanese money 

59 Signs on the 
dotted tine 

60 Try 

61 Glean 

62 Flag support 


disposable income. 

Combined with rising 
export demand and a recov- 
ery in private residential 
construction helped by 
lower mortgage rates, this 
should help raise the level 
of activity from mid-1996, 
it said. 

Business investment 
should also pick up, but 
increases might be “mod- 
est” because of cost pres- 
sures and low profitability. 

High wage costs and low 
rates of return following the 
post-reunification invest- 
ment boom, aod low corpo- 
rate profits, now appeared 
to have played “a key 
dampening role” in the cur- 
rent slowdown, die OECD 
said. An -effective, trade- 
weighted , Deutsche mark . 


appreciation of some 6.0 
per cent between 1991 and 
1994 and an additional 5.0 
per cent appreciation last 
year put pressure on Ger- 
man manufacturing indus- 
try to accelerate its ongoing 
restructuring. 

Wage settlements raising 
wage costs by 5.5 and about 
-2.0 per cent in 1995 and 
this year added to the pres- 
sure, and surveys taken at 
the beginning of the year 
indicated that one-third of 
firms questioned were plan- 
ning cutbacks in their 
labour force. 

However, with inflation 
slowing more than the total 
wage bill, labour costs were 
likely to increase, still lim 


THE BETTER HALF, 


(Continued on page 9) 


By Glasbergen 


I'M TAPING A MOVE FROM CABLE, 
TRANSFERRING IT FROM MY V.CJI TO 


Peanuts 

There are no cats 
on the moon. 


EVERYBODY 
KNOWS 
< THAT.. J 


Andy Capp 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 


YOUR 
CHECK, 
. SIR/ J 


THAT GUY 

FORGOT TO 
LEAVE ME 
A TIP/ > 
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Dole wants to make 
‘Clintonomics’ a dirty word 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton says 
he is proud of bis economic 
record, but Republican 
challenger Bob Dole wants 
to make “Clintonomics’* a 
dirty word. 

And while tbe country 
has enjoyed economic gro- 
wth during Mr. Clinton’s 
presidency, Mr. Dole and 
other critics say Mr. Clin- 
ton’s record is weak com- 
pared to some previous 
post-war expansions, « 

“One of the most amazing 
things about the present 
administration is they actu- 
ally boast about the 
anaemic, substandard gro- 
wth their policies have cre- 
ated,” Ml Dole, the pre- 
sumptive Republican presi- 
dential nominee, declared 
in a speech in Michigan. 

Mr. Dole often harps on 
tbe fact that Mr. Clinton 
raised taxes in 1993, saying 
that move and other admin- 
istration policies are “bold- 
ing America backT from a 
real economic boom. 

Since Mr. Clinton has 
been president, the U.S. 
gross national product has 
grown by 2.5 per cent a 
year — for better than the 
negative growth numbers 
during the 1990-91 reces- 
sion under his immediate 
predecessor, Republican 
George Bush. 

Still, Mr. Clinton’s record 
is not as pretty as tbe 4.5 
per cent annual growth dur- 
ing from 1982 to 1987, 
when Ronald Reagan was 
president, not to mention 
the whopping 6.2 per cent 
annual growth from 1961 to 
1966. when John Kennedy 
and Lyndon Johnson were 
in the White House. 

The White House scoffs 


at the idea that such com- 
parisons could be used as a 
basis on which to attack the 
president. Mr. Clinton’s ec- 
onomic adviser. Gene Sper- 
ling , said growth was bet- 
ter during tbe Reagan years 
only if public sector growth 
is included in the calcula- 
tion. “When you look at the 
private sector, the Clinton 
economy has grown fester,” 
he said. 

Asked whether be wor- 
ried about possible compar- 
isons by the Dole campaign 
to tbe fabulous economic 
growth of tbe Kennedy 
years, Mr. Sperling had the 
following reply: 

“If their best attack is that 
we only have the best eco- 
nomic record in the last 30 
years, then they might want 
to think of a different 
topic.” Mr. Dole’s advisers 
say he will produce an eco- 
nomic policy agenda of his 
own sometime in or around 
the time of the Republican 
national convention in 
August While some econo- 
mists have advised him to 
embrace dramatic tax cuts, 
the shape of the Republican 
candidate's programme is 
still vague. 

Sung Won Sohn, an econ- 
omist with Norwest Corp. 
of Minneapolis, said Mr. 
Dole would have a hard 
time attacking Mr. Clinton 
on his macroeconomic 
record, because growth is 
steady while inflation and 
tbe jobless rate are low. 

“If he (Dole) talks about 
macroeconomics, he will 
simply play into the hands 
of President Clinton,” Mr. 
Sohn said. “If I were Dole’s 
adviser I would say, shift 

(Continued on page 9) 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fouronfinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirfon 


NOONI 


eimiHuM MHa Mom. »c 
Ain^tanul 


SAREE 


DRAHLY 


TUPSID 


Answer hem: A 


WHAT A -SUN 
BATHER CAN PRAW 
AT THE PEACH. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

|N 

JJ THE LA A. A J 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BEIGE LIBEL PILFER AMPERE 
Answer Often said but seldom meant by Bn after- 
dforrer speaker — TLL BE BRIEF 
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HOME EARLY 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY JULY 2, 

1996 

By Thomas 5. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES; (March 21 to 
April 19) Any private dis- 
cussions you have today 
with your loved ones can 
bring fine results, so get 
together early. Stay within 
your financial means and 
you will be able to handle 
any lean periods without 
any concern; - 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Get together 
with fellow associates at 
activities which can be 
mutually profitable today, 
be they of a practical or 
spiritual nature. Later 
tonight you will be able to 
meet with some close 
friends for some fun 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) One who is high- 
ly experienced in property 
affairs can be relied upon 
today to assist you in 
yours. Be happy with 
your loved ones later this 
evening and spend some 
quality time with those 
who live un der y our roof. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Study 
into new career activities 
today which can help to 
make your finest dreams 
come true and plan on 
utilising them. Later this 
evening will be good for 
meeting with fellow asso- 
ciates and completing 
some new project 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Arrange a meeting 
with an expert in business 
affairs ana get the advice 
you need today io order to 
improve your own affairs. 
This evening is good for 
seeing close friends in 
special locations for some 
fun recreations. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) If you 
bang that plan you have 
to the attention of fellow 
associates and close 
friends today, they will 
quickly cooperate to help 
make it a success. This 
evening .will be good for 
staying home with your 
loved ones and relaxing. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Confer 
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to October 22) Confer 
with one who understands 
home decoration today 
and see how you can 
make your surroundings 
brighter and more charm- £ 
ing. Later tonight you can 
- go out on the town with 
close friends and have 
some fun with them. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Study 
the amusements you pre- 
fer today and then consid- 
er them from a different 
angle so they can be 
enjoyed. Later this 
evening you can go out on 
the town with your mate 
to some romantic location 
and have a good time. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 

Be more generous with 
your particular kind of 
praise to your loved ones 
today and you can have 
greater accord with them. 
This evening you can 
meet with some knowl- 
edgeable person and plan 
how to complete some 
task. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Be more 
explicit in stating your 
views with fellow associ- 
ates who get jittery if not 
dealt with honestly. This # 
evening you can spend 
some time with a bigwig 
who can give you the 
advice you need for some 
new project 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Schedule 
your career activities 
more intelligently for tbe 
days ahead "and you find 
that your bank account I 
grows in a wonderful 
manner. This evening can 
be fun if you spend this 
time with close friends ! 
and guest in your home- 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study your 
amusements well and 
don’t continue with the 
most expensive today wd 
you will feel happier in 
tbe days aheadTxou wfil 
be able to spend this 
evening with your loved 
ones in those activities 
which will bring barmo- ** 
ny. 
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‘Clintonomics’ 

{Continued from page 8) 

away from macroeconomic 
analysis and focus on some 
specific areas.” 

He said these could 
include the fact, demon- 
strated in recent census 
bureau numbers, that the 
income gap between the 
rich and poor is expanding. 

Mr. Dole could also focus 
on U.S. jobs exported 
because of trade deficits 
with countries like ftmw, 
Mr. Sohn said 
“Dole has to position 
himself as a free trader, but 
he could say that we don’t 
have fair trade ...That 
would get some votes from 
angry white male Amer i- 
cans whose income hag 
been sliding and who have 
been losing jobs,” Mr. Sohn 
said 

Economist David Wyss at 
DRI/M cGraw Hilt, a Lex- 
ington, Massachusetts firm, 
said be disagrees with Mr. 
Dole’s criticism of Mr. 
Clinton’s tax increase. 
"The problem is govern” 
ment spending, not taxes,” 
Mr. Wyss said. 

“Every dollar the govern- 
ment spends has to come 
out of the economy, either 
through taxes or borrow- 
ing. But borrowing is more 
harmful, because that 
comes out of investments ” 
he said 

Republicans do have a 
point when they argue that 
Mr. Clinton does not 
deserve all the credit for 
the economic expansion 
under his administration, 
Mr. Wyss said 
"It looks like a fairly nor- 
mal recovery except that it 
is longer than usual, and 
for that, (Federal Reserve 
Board Chairman) Alan 
Greenspan gets more credit 
than Clinton” Mr. Wyss 
said 

"Presidents don’t have 
nearly as much to do with 
economy as they think they 
do and we think they do” 
he said. 


Germany 

(Con tinned from page 8) 

iting the recovery of prof- 
its. the OECD said 

Noting that the govern- 
ment remains committed to 
meeting the Maastricht tar- 
gets for fiscal consolidar 
tion, the report said the rise 
in unemployment seemed 
likely to contribute to a 
widening of the general 
government deficit to 4.0 
per cent of GDP this year. 

OECD projections put 
the likely deficit at 3.6 per 
cent for 1997, 0.6 percent- 
age point above the objec- 
tive for a single European 
currency by 1999. 

But a number of the mea- 
sures announced by the 
government were not 
incorporated in the current 
short term forecasts 
because of what the OECD 
described as “serious” 
implementation difficulty. 
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Atlanta emerges as the number one hub for 

Passenger traffic surges at world airports 


GENEVA (R) — World air- 
ports have reported a surge 
of nearly eight per cent in 
pass enger traffic during the 
first quarter of this year and 
Olympic . dty Atlanta 
emerged as the numb er one 
hub for 1996. 

The Geneva-based Air- 
ports Council International 
(ACI) said the figures 
showed continued healthy 
growth in the airline busi- 
ness although the volume of 
cargo moved was up only 
3.5 per cent on the first 
three months of 1995. 

The biggest percentage 
growth, although from a 
relatively low base, came in 
the African region, where 
6.4 million people passed 
through airports. 11.6 per 
cent more than between 
January and March last 


year, according to AD. 

But its manager of statis- 
tics, Maria Hinayon, said 
Europe’s gain of 9.4 per 
cent to a total of just over 
145 million passengers was 
particularly impressive. 

Ms. Hinayon said 
although this was partly due 
to the impact of heavy pre- 
Easter traffic, the returns 
were also boosted by pro- 
motional fare packages by 
several carriers and extra 
capacity created by new air- 
lines in Spain, Italy and 
Britain. 

The returns from some 
460 airports showed char 
Atlanta, main base for offi- 
cial Olympic carrier Delta 
Airlines and the troubled 
airline Valujet. bad taken 
over as top passenger air- 
port from the long-domi- 


nant Chicago O’Hare. 

In the first three months 
just over 15.5 million peo- 
ple — 18 per cent more 
than during the s amp period 
last year — passed through 
Atlanta, last year’s number 
two, pushing O’Hare with 
15.4 milli on into second 
place. 

‘The surge clearly 
reflects the start-up of traf- 
fic for the Olympics,” AD 
communications manager 
Jonathan Buck told 
Reuters. Ms. Hinayon said 
she expected the effect of 
the games, from July 19 to 
Aug. 4, to continue well 
into the autumn. 

London’s Heathrow, the 
world’s number three pas- 
senger airport in 1995, 
dropped into fifth place 
behind Los Angeles in third 


place and Dallas-Forth 
Worth in fourth. 

Airline industry chiefs 
have been looking to a 
steady climb in passenger 
traffic this year to consoli- 
date the gains, and the 
return to profits, of the past 
three years following the 
recession of the early 
1990s. 

The International Air 
Transport Association 
(LATA) has reported an 
“excellent first quarter” on 
world routes for its 234 
members and said it had set 
them on target for a collec- 
tive record profit of around 
S6 billion. 

AD said die best percent- 
age cargo performance was 
filmed in by the Middle 
East during the first quarter 
with a growth of 21.1 per 
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cent to 422,222 tonnes. 
North America remained 
foe strongest cargo region, 
moving 5.9 million tonnes. 

Overall, U.S. airports 
recorded a total of just 
under 284 million passen- 
gers from January to 
March, ai\ increase of 7.4 
per cent, and Europe was in 
second place with 145 mil- 
lion, AD said. 

The Asia-Pacific region 
— which includes Tokyo’s 
Narita, the world's sixth 
busiest passenger airport — 
recorded just over 91 mil- 
lion passengers and a 
growth of 7.1 per cent, and 
the Middle East surged by 
7.9 per ceDt to 11-5 million. 

The laggard was Latin 
America, which showed 
growth of only 1 5 per cent, 
for a total of 18.9 milli on 
passengers. 


Jordan Poultry Processing & Marketing 
Company earns JD8.3 million from sales 

** The Jordan Poultry Processing & Marketing Company boost- 
ed sales by 62 per Cent as it earned a total of JD 83 million in 
1995. The company’s annual report said that necessary changes 
were made to production lines and to develop die plant for waste 
disposaLIn addition a decision has been taken to build refriger- 
ated warehouses, with a 1,000-tonne capacity, at the A1 Dkfl 
slaughterhouse compound. The report indicated that the com- 
pany faced stiff price competition in the markets and that the 
amount of fresh chicken sold was about 27.3 percent of the total 
6.671 tonnes sol&The company generated a JD 117300 net 
profit last year and consequently the accumulated loss of previ- 
ous years was reduced by 13 per cent to become JD 369,000. At 
the end of 1995. die company had JD 2.2 million of current 
assets of which 79-5 per cent were "product inventory." Current 
liabilities declined by JD 668.000 and net shareholders’ equity 
amounted to JD 4.7 million. The company capitalised at JD 5.04 
million, was set up in 1987 (A 1 Aswaq). 

A L CATEL and not Siemens 

** CHRISTIAN PONSOT, the economic and commercial coun- 
sellor at the French embassy in Amman called the Jordan Times 
Sunday to point out that the French company AL CATEL ClT, and 
not Siemens, was the contractor that supplied and installed the 
telephone exchange at Tlaa A1 AIL A fax received from Mr. Pon- 
soi Monday explained that the Telecommunications Corporation 
(TCC) and the French company have signed a contract for the pro- 
ject on March 1, 1995 and that the job included also the supply 
and the Installati on of the necessary transmission network needed 
for the project and the local outside plant related to the sub- 
scribers. Out of the total contract value, 52 million French francs 
were provided under the French proiocal signed on Feb. 23. 1995. 
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JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 1 8 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shop^&i 
6th circle, Amman 



FOR RENT 

- 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second floor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

- An office 150 sq.m, 
with 2 telephone lines in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Teb 810605, 810609 
Fax: 81 0520 


STUDIO HAIG 

• ■ i 

Professional QuaHtyj in 
1 Hour Service j 

Develop your' colour film at 
our shop and geu- 

• JUMBO 


• Wfmm malurgw- 

20 x SO cv 


Bank. Phone: 
Swefieb tel: 823891 




UNFURNISHED 


1) 1ST floor deluxe, 

3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms-290 M? 
2} Roof top-2 bed rooms- 
2bath rooms-135 M. 
Location: Um-Uzainah. 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 
TeL: 884230, Fax: 864231 



DOLLAR 


UMTAflU 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Td. 693399 


IffiiiimRiiiniiiiiiiiiBMiMimiHmiiiiimiiuii. 
mcNisiin>i«WEs «tsnw; 

■41-MASW 

FULLY FURNISHED 
OFFICES 

DAILY- WEEKLY 
MONTHLY 

FULL SUPPORT OF 
SECRETARY WORKS AND 
TELEPHONE LINES. 


Al Shmeisani 
TEL : 689374 - 689373 
FAX : 689366 £l 





FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ) 
.* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 






Uxn Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

p Telefax : ( 811395 


HappvjDAifs 

Pa&ueue 

SoufiA & SaicuU @a 


Vi, 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1 A.M 
TeL 857199 
Far 898537 

TT mm UthaiZM 
behind Smn Rock 
Hotel 


crown ficm 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POO 

• TENNIS COURT 

• HEALTH CLUB 
•SAUNAS JACUZZI 


TeL* 758180 
Radio & tv station RD- 




Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


FOR RENT 


DtDEnt GEOBAR-20Q MFRDU 
TBE notes SCHOOL. 

A NEW FULL FLOOR (300+ M 
SQ.) IN A 2 STORY VILLA; 
WIDE TERRACED A MASTER 
HR WITH WALE-IN CLOSET. 2 
HK*. 3 BATHROOMS, FAMILY 
ROOM, SPACIOUS SALON A 
DINING ROOM. LARGE OAK 
OTCBEN. BUILT IN CLOSETS 
ALL OVER THE BOUSE. OWN 
ENTRANCE, CAR PARK 
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Graf express slowed down 
by rain at Wimbledon 


LONDON (AFP) — Rain 
slowed down but could not 
stop Steffi Graf, who once 
again had her left knee 
taped, becoming the first 
player to reach the quarter- 
finals of the women’s sin- 
gles at Wimbledon Monday. 

The 27-year-old defend- 
ing champion, who is chas- 
ing a seventh Wimbledon 
singles crown, settled an old 
score with Swiss teenager 
Martina Hingis by complet- 
ing a 6-1, 6-4 victory on the 
Centre -Court and then paid 
a warm tribute to the player 
responsible for her only 
tournament defeat this year. 

M Sbe has a lot of talent 
and she has really 
improved.” said Graf, who 
nearly dropped out of this 
year's Wimbledon after 
straining her knee in an 
exhibition event in Prague 
and who was beaten by 
Hingis in the quarterfinals 
of the Italian Open. 

“It’s looking a long way 
ahead — but I think she 
may well become one of the 
world’s top players,” she 
aided. . 

Graf, who now plays 
either the sixth-seeded Jana 
Novoma of the Czech 
Republic or Cambodian- 
born Patricia Hy-Boulais of 
Canada, 












Also scotched reports of a 
rift with nine-times 
Wimbledon singles champi- 
on Martina Navratilova. 

Navratilova, 39, commen- 
tating on the championships 
for the American HBO net- 
work, said of Graf's knee 
strain: ‘That knee injury is 
just an excuse ahead of time 
in case she needs it 

Tf you read the newspa- 
pers you’d think she 
belongs in hospital. But if 
you look at her on court she 
is running like a gazelle. 
She could run the quarter- 
mile at the Olympics.” (See 
separate story). 

On a day when the 
grounds staff proved their 
fitness by covering and 
uncovering the courts 
between showers and sun- 
shine. the German champi- 


on, who is bidding for a 
seventh Wimbledon singles 
crown, pocketed the first set 
in just 21 -minutes. 

The 15-year-old, 16th 
seeded Hingis produced 
more of a fight after the sec- 
ond rain break — finding 
more depth with her ground 
strokes and running down 
several Graf winners — but 
Graf finished with a flurry, 
thumping down two aces. 

Sanchez-Vicario, who 
was beaten by Graf in the 
1995 final, looked to be 
struggling at the start of her 
fourth-round clash against 
Sabine Appelmans of 
Belgium — but she battled 
back to a 3-6, 6-2, 6-1 vic- 
tory. 


Navratilova says Graf is faking injury 


LONDON (R) — Tennis veteran Martina 
Navratrilova on Monday accused world 
□umber one Steffi Graf of. faking a knee 
injury. 

“Seffi Graf could run in the quarter-mile 
at the Olympics. The knee injury is just an 
excuse ahead of time in case she needs it,” 
said the nine-times Wimbledon singles 
champion. 

Navratilova, who is commentating at 
Wimbledon for the American HBO 

Television Network, told viewers : “if you 
read the newspapers you’d think she 
belongs in the hospital, if you look at her 
today she's running like a gazelle” • 

- •«*. . A . 


Navratilova and Graf were due to play in 
the women’s doubles at Wimbledon togeth- 
er last year, but the German pulled out for 
fear of overstraining her back. 

Navratilova, 39, is playing in the mixed 
doubles with Jonathan Stark, who partnered 
her to the title last year. A win again this 
year will give Navratilova her 20th 
Wimbledon title, equalling Billie Jean 
King’s record. 

Graf, die favourite to win her sixth 
Wimbledon singles title, pulled out of a 
British tournament at Eastbourne last 
month because of a left knee injury incurred 
NSuring-pfocticer.- - ■ . , ,, 

“1 . ; j>i 


Pierce learning to ‘win pretty’ 


LONDON <R) — Mary Pierce, often a 
model of inconsistency, has this year 
become more famous for her French dress- 
ing than her tennis. 

But now the mercurial star whose black 
cocktad-style dress caused such a sensa- 
tion at the French Open is learning to love 
grass and have fun at Wimbledon. 

Pierce is the latest protege of tennis guru 
Brad Gilbert, whose book “Winning Ugly” 
leaches how to get the mental approach 
right. She is bucking the tread and learn- 
ing to “win pretty.” 

Gilbert suffered a bitter blow last week 
when his most famous pupil, millionaire 
superstar Andre Agassi, crashed out in the 
first round. 

But Pierce has surprised her critics by 
getting to grips with grass and winning a 
place in the fourth round of the world’s 
most famous tennis tournament, albeit 
with an undemanding draw. 


It is a welcome return to form for the 
1995 Australian Open winner who has 
earned $2 million m her seven-year career 
but who has not won a title since then. 

Sympathy for the out-of-sorts Agassi 
abounded. ‘7 felt bad for him,” she said, “I 
try to cheer him on and he does the same 
for me. I get tips from him more than be 
probably does from me.” 

Their fashion sense could not be more 
different Agassi opts for die Sloppy Joe 
meets blackbeard the pirate look. Pierce 
chooses the elegant queen of the court 
approach. 

Careful not to fall foul of Wimbledon’s 
much stricter dress code. Pierce has opted 
here for a white outfit with blue trimmings 
and looks like a crisply efficient nurse. 

But doesn’t she get sick of all the ques- 
tions about wbat she is going to wear next? 
“No. If it’s not negative, then it doesn't 
hurt at all.” 


Q. 1 ■ Bulb vulnerable, as South 
veu hold. 

M TAQ9532 *Q 108 *KQ10 

The bidding has proceeded 
SOUTH WEST MOUTH EAST 

IT DU Rdbl 1 a 

2T -I* Pin Pom 

What aciitin dn you take ' 1 

A • This is no April Fool prank. 
North’s redouble confirmed your 
side owns the hand, so partner s 
subsequent paj* 13 forcing — you 
cui 3 t either double or bid. Since 
>our two-hurt rehid showed a sis- 
card -.iuit und an unwdlingneM u> 
det nd a spade contract, ymj cannot 
bid the wmc valuer attain by going 
on r<> five heart* — mvding no mure 
Uun u hat you hiild. partner would 
have hid five hearts. Double. 

Q. 2 • Neither vulnerable, os 
itnuh you hold- 

*AK64 -73 :9 4 2 *AKG4 

The brddinc ha? proceeded 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1* Pmi (NT Paw 

What action dn yuu take? 

A ■ White two aces and two king* 
improve >c*ur count, the (act that 
wu don’t have j mqjur-smt fit, or a 
wurce of tncks, means that chances 
the hand will stretch to game are 
negligible Pass. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A T ANN AH MIRSCH 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ ANSWERS 

Q.3 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A7 6 4 C«J 10 6 Ofl AA 8 7 6 2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1C- 1C Pom ? 

What do you bid now? 

A ■ A raise to two hearts is a gross 
underbid. If you play that a cue-bid 
or the enemy suit confirms a fit 
with limit-raise values, by all 
moans bid two diamonds. If not. 
make an invitational jump to three 
hearts. 

Q. 4 • Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


*342 


Q. 5 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

sQG 793 5AJ64 *K Q J 9 3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

IT Pass 2* Pass 

2* Pom 3v Pm 

4 * Pass 7 

What dn you hid now? 


A - Partner has described a band 
worth some 18 points with a single- 
ton diamond. All yaur cards, with 
the exception of the jack of dia- 
monds, arc working, and to bid any- 
thing less than six clubs would be 
an an of cowardice. 

Q- Q ■ Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*K8 3 7AK9BS4 jfi *Q J8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
IT Paa* SC- P«m 

2? Pin 2* Pan 


*K 10 5 4 2 trfl :K9H3 
has proceeded 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST What do tou bid now? 

1* Dbl ? 

HTuk do you bid now’ 

A - Had there been no double, you 
would have jumped to Tour spades, 
and we see no reason not to moke 
the same bid now. Adherents of Ole 
Law olTotal Tricks will endorse 
this decision since you belong at the 
four-level with 10 trumps in the 
combined hand 


A - Obviously, the choices arc two 
no trump or three hearts. Since you 
have already rebid your hearts 
'although that does not promise a 
six-curd suit in Lhis sequence), we 
slightly prefer showing the club 
stopper by bidding two no tramp. 
That will give partner more options 
on the third round. 


Angels score only run against A’ s on wild pitch 


ANAHEIM (R) — This 
time it wasn’t the long ball, 
it was the wild pitch. 

Ryan Hancock and two 
relievers threw a five-hit 
shutout and Randy Velarde 
scored from second on a 
wild pitch in the first inning 
for the game's only run as 
the California Angels avoid- 
ed a four-game sweep by 
blanking the Oakland 
Athletics 1-0 Sunday. 

Hancock (4-0) scattered 
four bits and three walks 
over seven innin gs. Mike 
James got into trouble in (he 
eighth, but Troy Percival 
worked out of it and pitched 
a perfect ninth for his 22nd 
save. 

“Sometimes, it’s easier to 
pitch in a game tike this 
because you get into a 
rhythm, but I would’ve 
liked to have more of a 
cushion ” said Hancock. 

Velarde singled in the bot- 
tom of the first, extending 
his bitting streak to a career- 
high 17 games, the longest 
active streak in the 
American League. 

He advanced to second on 
a groundout by Garret 
Anderson. Urn Salmon 
struck out, but the ball got 
away from catcher George 
Williams and rolled toward 
the first base dugout as 
Velarde scrambled home 
without a play at the plate. 

“You have to anticipate 
with two strikes and two 
out, you're going on the 
pitch,” said Velarde. “When 
I turned third, I saw no one 
covering the plate, so I went 
on my own. That’s an 
instinct play, you can’t teach 
that.” 

The Athletics had tied a 
major-league record by hit- 
ting 18 homers in their pre- 
vious four games. They hit 
16 homers and scored 35 
runs in the first three games 
of this series. Oakland also 
bad a seven-game road win- 
ning streak snapped. 

John Wasdin (5-2) pitched 
his first career complete 
game, giving up .one run and 
four hits. 

in . Chicago, _ .Orel" 
Hershiser allowed. .v. an 
unearned run over eight 
innings and Sandy Alomar 
bomered in a three-run fifth 
as the Cleveland Indians 
defeated the white sox 4-2 



Los Angeles Dodgers’ starting pitcher Hideo Nomo winds up against the Colorado 
Rockies during his fifth and last inning, June 30 In Denver. 'Nomo, In a no-decision 
appearance, pitched five innings and gave up nine hits and nine runs as the Dodgers 
hurt to the Rockies 16-15 (Reuters photo) 


to earn a split jjf a four- 
game series. 

Hershiser (9-4) gave up 
five hits for his fifth win in 
as many starts. He has 
allowed just two earned 
runs in bus last five starts 
and has won three career 
starts against Chicago. 
Kevin Tapani, (8r5ilppk theu 
1>1oSS~.- 

, Clevelaudi leads rChieaga 
by three games atop the AL 
Central. 

Jose Mesa allowed a ran 
and two hits in the ninth but 
got his 24th save. 


In New York, David Wells 
pitched a four-hitter for his 
nzst victory in six road 
games this season and 
Brady Anderson hit his 
major league-leading 27th 
homer to lead tbe Baltimore 
Orioles to a 9-1 victory over 
the Yankees. 

•ouRqJkOB Al&P&jdded p 
. solo, homer- -for. the- orioles, 
rwhe f-splU r. AhtfrtfoiiTrgan* 
series with the first-place 
Yankees. Baltimore won for 
just the third time in its last 
eight games. 

Wells (5-S) got his 13th 


win in 17 career decisions 
against New York. He 
allowed just one run — a 
solo homer by Beraie 
Williams. Ramiro Mendoza 
(3-4) took tbe loss. 

In Seattle, Edgar Martinez 
had three hits and an RBI as 
the Mariners beat the Texas 
RaQg£5£ ,4-^2 Jo. tbc^Qitibcc. 
game of Ahtee-garhe -set' 
bfcrw&ffi'The’tdp twoteams' 
in tbe AL West 

Sterling Hitchock (7-3) 
pitched 6 2/3 innings and 
allowed three runs and six 
hits. Bobby Ayala pitched 1 


1/3 innings and Norm 
Chariton escaped the ninth 
with his 13th save. 

Seattle pulled within' five 
games of the Rangers in the 
AL West The Mariners 
have won 1 6 of their last 19 
games against Texas at 
home and 24 of 30 against 
them overall. 

In Boston, Reggie 
Jefferson homered twice 
and Troy O’Leary added a 
bases-loaded triple as the 
Red Sox got their third 
straight win, 9-4 over the 
Detroit Tigers. 

All eight of Jefferson's ^ 
home runs have come at 
Fenway Park, where he is 
hitting .434. 

Tom Gordon (6-4) won 
for the first time since May 
30, allowing four runs and 
six hits in 6 2/3 innings 
before leaving with a blister 
on his right index finger. 

In Kansas City, Frank 
Rodriguez' won his third 
straight start and Man 
Lawton hit his first career 
Grand Slam in the 
Minnesota Twins' 5-2 victo- 
ry over the Royals. 

Rodriguez (8-7) gave up 
two runs and five bits in 7 
1/3 inning s with a walk and 
five strikeouts. He retired 
the first 13 batters before 
Michael Tucker's one-out 
double in the fifth. Dave 
Stevens pitched the ninth 
for his 10th save. , 

Lawton’s slam, his second • 
major-league home run, 
came off Kansas City starter 
Mark Gubicza (4-12), who 
lost his sixth straight despite 
pitching his second com- 
plete game. 

In Toronto, Joe Carter’s 
three- run homer highlighted 
a six-run sixth inning as the 
Blue Jay's routed the 
Milwaukee Brewers 15-2. 

Erik Hanson (8-9) got his 
second straight win after a 
three-game losing streak. 
Toronto snapped a three- 
game skid. 

Otis Nixon bad three bits 
and scored three runs while 
Carter and John Olerud each 
~faad 4 wCl mtS and fifted'RBl 
ilfdr file .JajbCwho itefi a .sea- 
son high with 17 hits. Alex 
Gonzalez collected three 
hits and drove in two runs 
and Carlos Delgado bit a 
two-run homer and scored 
three times. 
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Rockies beat Dodgers in longest nine-inning NL game 


DENVER (R) — Ten home 
runs, a stolen base record, 
and the longest nine-inning 
game in National League 
history — this was a wild 
one. 

Quinton McCracken’s 
two-out RBI double in die 
bottom of the ninth finally 
ended it, giving the 
Colorado Rockies a 16-15 
victory over the Los 
Angeles Dodgers Sunday. 

The game lasted four 
hours ami 20 minutes, 
eclipsing by two minutes 
the previous mark set by the 
Dodgers and Giants on 
October 2, 196Z It was just 
one minute short of the 
Major League record, set on 
April 30 by the Orioles and 
Yankees. 

Rockies second baseman 
Eric Young tied a modem- 
era record with six stolen 
bases. He swiped his way 
around the bases in the third 
inning and added steals of 
second in tbe fourth, fifth 
and eighth, tying the mark 
shared by Otis Nixon (1991) 
and Eddie Collins (twice in 
1912). 

*The guys told me when I 
was at five that! needed two 
more for a (new) record so I 
was aware of it,” Young 
said. “I think three was the 
most 1 have ever stolen in 
the past I had just enough 
to get six." 

The Rockies stole a team- 
record 10 bases, nine 
against starter Hideo Nomo. 
Tbe game also saw eight 
unearned runs against five 
Dodger pitchers. 


Raul Mondesi’s two-out, 
two-run bomer in the top of 
the ninth capped a three-run 
rally and put the Dodgers up 
15-14. 

But Colorado rallied to tie 
the game on singles by 
Dante Bichette, Vinny 
Castilla and Jeff Reed. 

Then with runners on first 
and second, McCracken hit 
the first pitch he saw from 
closer Todd Worrell (3-4) 
down the right-field line for 
the game- winner. 

Bichette had his first five- 
bit game. His four RBI 
pushed his league-leading 
total to 80. He had 39 RBI 
in June. 

John Vanderwal’s two- 
out, two-run homer in the 
bottom of the eighth gave 
the rookies a 14-12 lead. 

Bichette, Vinny Castilla 
and EUis Burks also home- 
red for Colorado. 

Brace Ruffin (3-2), 
Colorado’s sixth pitcher, got 
the win despite serving up 
Mondesi’s homer and suf- 
fering his third blown save. 
He gave up three runs on 
three hits in the ninth. 

Mike Piazza, Eric Karros 
and Mondesi bomered on 
consecutive pitches in the 
third for Los Angeles. 

Karros and Mondesi 
bomered twice and Todd 
Hollandsworth also home- 
red for the Dodgers, who 
have hit 12 homers in their 
last two games, one shy of 
the Major-League record. 

In Miami, Jeff Blauser’s 
two-run homer capped a 
three-uin seventh inning as 


tbe Atlanta Braves rallied to 
post a 5-4 victory over the 
Florida Marlins. 

Brad Clontz (5-2) picked 
up the win after pitching the 
sixth inning. Greg 
McMichael worked a score- 
less seventh and eighth and 
Mark Wohlers came on to 
pitch the ninth and register 
his 1 7th save. 

John Burkett (5-8) took 
the loss for Florida, which 
had a five-game win streak 
halted. 

In Philadelphia, pinch-bit- 
ter Cliff Floyd’s three-run 
homer with two out in the 
top of tbe ninth off closer 
Rickey Bottalico lifted the 
Montreal Expos past the 
phillies 6-5 in the rubber 
game of a three-game 
series. 

Tbe Expos won their sixth 
consecutive series. 


Montreal won for the llxh 
time in its last 1 6 games and. 
has come from behind for 
18 victories after the sixth 
inning. They have five 
ninth-inning comebacks this 
season. 

Mike Lieberthal hit a two- 
run bomer for the Phils. 

In San Francisco, Ken 
Caminiti homered and 
drove in three runs and Bob 
Tewksbury wou for the first 
time in more than six weeks 
as the San Diego Padres 
completed a four-game 
sweep and handed the giants 
their 10th straight loss, 7-4. 

Caminiti and Steve Finley 
bomered on consecutive 
pitches in the first i nnin g. 

Tewksbury (6-5) broke a 
personal four-game losing 
streak with hif first win 
since May 12. 

William Vanlandingham . 
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(4-9) was shelled for six 
runs and 12 hits in 3 2/3 
innings and remained win- 
less since june 3. 

In Cincinnati, Steve 

Trachsel (7-4), and two 
relievers combined oa a 
four-hitter and Ryne 

Sandberg and Luis 

Gonzalez each drove in two 
runs as the Chicago Cubs 
snapped tbe Reds' seven- 
game winning streak with a 
6-0 blanking. 

Trachsel has not allowed a 
run in his last 16 innings 
and lowered his era to 2.00, 
just .11 behind Florida's 
Kevin Brown for the Major- 
League lead. 

In Houston, Darryl Kile 
tossed a six-hitter for his 
first win in more than a 
month and John Cangelosi 
reached base four times, 
stole three bases and drove 
in three runs to lead tbe 
Astros to a 9-3 victory over 
the New York Mets in the 
rubber game of a three- 
game series. 

Kile (7-5), who no-hit the 
Mets in 1993, held New 
York without a hit through 
four innings as the Astros 
built a 6-0 lead against Mets 
starter Jason Isringhausea 
(4-10). 

In St Louis, Ron Gant 
homered and drove in three 
runs and Todd Stottiemyre 
(7-6) pitched six strong 
innings and went 3-for-3 
with an RBI and two runs 
scored as the Cardinals rout- 
ed the Pittsburgh Pirates 10- 
3 for a sweep of their three- 
game series. 








John Travolta and Gene 
HackmanJn 

Get Shorty 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


■ Layla AlawL.in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5:00 6:30, 8:30, 
10:30 


CONCORD “1" 

* Abu Al Dahab 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10.30 
CQNC0R d"'“2” 

*Specialist 

Show: 6:15, 10:30 

* Taht Night 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 


Will Shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedans: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 



,, Nabl§ (( 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 
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U.S. Soccer Leag ue 

Rapids deal Galaxy 
first loss of season 

DENVER (R) The Los Angeles Galaxy, runaway lead- 
are in Major League Soccer, tasted defeat for the first time 
mis season, dropping a 2-1 decision to the last-place 
Colorado Rapids Sunday. 

U.S. in tern a ti onal forward Roy Wegerle scored the first 
goal and created Shaun Bartlett’s score for Colorado (6-9), 
who handed die Western Conference-leading Galaxy their 
first loss after 12 consecutive victories. 

Wegerle tallied in the 36th minute and set up Bartlett’s 
sixth goal in the 56th against Mexican goalkeeper Jorge 
Campos before Brad Wilson pulled one back for the 
Galaxy in the 78th minute. 

Former England international goalkeeper Chris Woods 
made five saves for the Rapids. 

Los Angeles had defeated Colorado 3-1 at the Rose Bowl 
in Pas a d e na , California, on Wednesday as P-piiarfnran 
Eduardo Hurtado became the first MLS player to record 
two hat-tricks. Hurtado leads the league with 11 goals. 

U.S- international striker Eric Wynalda scored two goals 
and assisted on a third as the San Jose Clash (8-7) climbed 
into second place and moved wi thin 10 points of Los 
Angeles with a 4-0 victory over the Eastern Conference 
leaders, the Tampa Bay Mutiny (8-6), in San Jose. 

Paul Bravo and Miguel Espinosa also tatlied for San Jose, 
which won its third straight game. 

The New York/New Jersey Metrostars (7-8), who started 
foe week in last place in the Eastern Conference, riimtwi 
within a point of second-place D.C. United with a pair of 
wins. 

Italian midfielder Roberto Donation! masterminded a 2-0 
triumph over the Kansas City Wiz as Giovanni Savarese 
net t ed his 10th goal and U.S. international midfielder Tab 
Ramos his first in East Rutherford, New Jersey. 

Donadoni, however, did not play in the 4-0 romp over the 
host Columbus Crew Sunday because he was allowed to 
return home to Italy to rest after a hectic schedule that 
included the European Championship in En gland He is 
expected back for the July 10 home match a gains t the 
Dallas Bum. 

Italian Nicola Caricola, Chris Unger, Saverese and 
Renos scored as framer U.S. World Cup captain and goal- 
keeper Tony Meola recorded a shutout to take the league 
lead with five. 

U.S. national team captain John Harkes created foe go- 
ahead goal and converted a penalty kick for an insurance 
goal as United (6-9) snapped a two-game losing streak and 
handed the New England Revolution (8-9) their third suc- 
cessive loss in Washington, D.C., 3-1. 

After teammate Steve Rammel and Argentine Alberto 
Naveda traded goals, El Salvadoran Raul Diaz Arce of 
United scored his ninth goal with eight minutes left to 
break a 1-1 tie. Mike Soiber’s goal in foe 39fo was all foe 
wiz (8-9) needed en route to a 1-0 win over the Dallas Bum 
(9-7) in a game played in 104-degree Fahrenheit (40 celsi- 
ur) hear in Dallas. 


Tour de France 

Moncassin wins 
dramatic sprint 

DEN BOSCH, Netherlands (R) — Frenchman Frederic 
Moncassin won a dramatic sprint to take the first stage of the 
Tour de France cycle race Sunday. 

Moncassin, who had never won a Tour stage before, was 
blocked by Italian Mario Cipofoni and narrowly avoided col- 
liding into Dutchman Jeioen Blijlevens as a pack of riders 
fought out die final few hundred metres. 

The 27-year-old from Toulouse recovered to cross the line 
ahead of Blijlevens and Gpoflini, but the Italian was later 
relegated for sprinting “irregularly.” 
r-rf*- h Jan Svorada, who came fourth, was awarded third 
place and Cipollmi placed 37th and last of the leading group. 

“It’s foe greatest win of my career,” said Moncassin, who 
was seventh with 300 metres remaining in foe day’s flat, 209- 
km ride around foe Dutch city of Den Bosch. “Somebody did 
block me but I didn’t see who it was,” be added. 

The race favourites, including Spaniard Miguel Indurain, 
bidding for a record sixth tour win, did not take part in the 
big sprint, coming home safely within foe pack. 

Switzerland’s Alex Zuelle, regarded as foe man most capa- 
ble of depriving mighty Indurain, retained the race leader’s 
yellow jersey be earned by winning Saturday’s rain-soaked 
prologue. . , _ 

Briton Chris Boardman, Moncassin s t e a mm ate in foe uau 
stable, ended 55th, 15 seconds back, and lost the green jersey 
he had won by taking second place in the prologue. 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Al-Jubaiha, Aldiwan Compound. 

3 bedrooms, furnished, 2 salons, garden, garage, 
two balconies, telephone, independent utilities. 

Call for appointment to view 835970 

SPECIAL OFFER 

HAWATMEH 

STORES 

Sweifieh, near Istiqlal Library 
Tel: 820048 

■ Men's and women's jeans 

* Boy's and Girl’s T-shirt 
w Men’s and Women's shorts 

• Boy’s short set USA 

Big selection of swimming suite 
for girls & ladies just arrived from USA 






German soccer Cans celebrate the victory of the German soccer team over the Czech Republic on Munich’s boulevard Leopoldstrasse after Germany won the Euro soccer 
final 2-1 , while Czech fans (right) show their disappointment as they watch the extra time goal by Oliver BierhofF that woo the Germans the championship at Wembley 
Stadium. (Reuters photo) 

Euro 96 leaves Germans euphoric, Czechs stunned 


LONDON (R) — 

Germany was in a state of 
euphoria after Oliver 
Bierhoff scored the “gold- 
en goal” that clinched the 
2-1 sudden-death victory 
over the Czech Republic 
in the Euro 96 soccer final 
Sunday night. 

Supporters across the 
country danced in the 
streets and waved nation- 
al flags. Police said 
around 4,000 had gath- 
ered on the 
Kurfiierstendamm, 
Berlin's main street, to 
celebrate. 

An estimated 30,000 
Czechs who filled 
Prague's cobblestone old 
town square to watch the 
final on six giant televi- 
sion screens were stunned 
by BierbofFs extra time 
decider 

German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, who attend- 
ed the final at London’s 
Wembley Stadium, led 
the tributes to his coun- 
try's soccer heroes. 

'They stood their 
ground, they showed 
fighting spirit and they 
showed team spirit Those 
are all great virtues,” he 
told German television 
after congratulating the 
/ers. 

I'd like to celebrate all 
night but I have to go to 
school tomorrow,” said 
18-year old Caroline 


Ruegler, proudly display- 
ing a German flag she had 
painted on her facie, as she 
joined an impromptu 
street party in central 
Bonn. 

Hundreds of fans nearby 
blocked the road, set off 
fireworks and chanted, 
“it's all over" 

In Frankfort, Germany's 
financ ial capital, stocks 
and shares took second 
place to soccer after the 
city set up giant screens 
on one ofits main streets 
toJet fans see the game. 

“It’s a great feeling I'm 
very proud,” said market- 
ing executive Martin 
Kueppers, brandishing a 
bottle of champagne. I’m 
not normally a big soccer 
fan but this is something 
else.” 

Thousands of fans were 
also out in force in 
Munich, heading for the 
city’s famous triumphal 
arch in celebration. 

Hundreds packed into 
Berlin's Traenenpalast 
(“palace of tears”) concert 
hail to watch the game on 
giant video screens. 

The hall was the scene 
of many a poignant 
farewell when it was a 
cold war crossing point, 
but Sunday it was rever- 
berating to the yells and 
shrieks of fans. 

One television reporter 



German team members, (left to right) Markus Babbel, Christian Ziege, Marco Bode and Juergen Klinsmann, cel- 
ebrate winning the European Championship at Wembley Stadium. Germany beat the Czech Republic 2-1 in extra- 
time with a ‘Golden Goal’ from Olivo: Bierhoff ( Reuters photo) 

But 15 minutes later. 

Prime Minister Vaclav 


described the jubilant 
mood in the city as remi- 
niscent of the night foe 
Berlin Wall came down. 

Around 8,000 people 
watched the game on a 
huge screen in the centre 
of Dortmund, home of 
Germany’s league cham- 


Czech fan dies in front of TV as team loses 


PRAGUE (R) — A Czech soccer fan died 
of a heart attack in front of his television 
set Sunday while watching his team lose 
2-1 to Germany in the Euro 96 final, the 
daily Mlada Fronta Does reported 
Monday. 

“It was an munediare heart stoppage,” 
the paper quoted a first aide assistant on 
the scene as saying. 

Another Prague fan suffered a heart 
stroke as well during foe game, but sur- 
vived, foe paper reported. 

Tens of thousands of fans crowded 


Prague old town square to watch the game 
but dispersed peacefully after foe defeat 
Despite the defeat, Czech newspapers 
were full of praise fra: the national team. 

“A big thanks boys” said the tabloid 
blesk while the daily Pravo lead its front 
page with the headline: “After a big fight 
we lost but we did not fail”. 

“The close of a championship that no 
one will forget”, read the headline on foe 
sports page of the daily Mlada Fronta 
Does. 


pious. 

Czech fans had been 
hoping for a repeat of 
Czechoslovakia's 1976 
tide triumph against West 
Germany. 

Less than an hour before 
Bieihoff blasted in his 
winner, Patrik Berger had 
set the fens in Prague 
cheering when he put (be 
Czech Republic ahead 
from the penalty spot 

In front of foe huge 
monument to national 
hero Jan Hus, the 15-cen- 
tuiy Protestant reformer 
who fought against the 
Catholic Habsbi 
dynasty, only to be burnt 
at the stake in Germany, 
the fans chanted “Czechs, 
Czechs” and “it’s there, 
it's there”. 


Klaus, Prague’s Lord 
"Mayor Jan Koukal and all 
their compatriots let out a 
collective groan as 
Bieihoff equalised. 

Most of the well- 
behaved crowd dispersed 
after the defeat, although 
a bonfire of beer cups and 
debris blazed at HuTs feet 
in the centre of the square. 

Bieihoff created soccer 
history when he scored 
foe first international 
jolden goal” to lead 
lany to a record third 


European tide. 
His 


sudden death win- 
ning goal in foe fifth 
minute of extra time came 
under new mles and 
brought foe match to an 
immediate finish, ending 
the prospect of another 
penalty snoot-out. 

Bierhoff, who replaced 
Mehmet Scholl after 69 
minutes, had been on the 
pitch for only four min- 
utes when he headed 
Germany's equaliser in 
the 73rd minute. 


BOOK SALE 

Enjoy an enlightening afternoon tea while 
browsing through the latest book releases and 
listening to some soothing piano tunes. 
Tomorrow, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at 
Amman Bookshop, 

Third Circle on Prince Mohammad Street. 


LUXURY BUILDING FOR RENT 
IN AL-RABIA 

1) Fit as a complete unit for embassy or big company or 
diplomatic missions. 

2) Or as floors each as one apartment with 4 bedrooms. 
Location: At a distinguished area with very beautiful 
view. Also the building with 2 entrances (on different 
streets). 

Direct contact is accepted 836700 





The regional office of a well established inter- 
national company requires QUALIFIED 
BANKERS & ACCOUNTANTS for the following 
positions in its offices in Amman. 

1. Assistant to the Treasury Manager 

2. Assistant to the Legal & Tax Manager 

The applicant should be: 

* Holding an accounting degree preferably from a British 
or American university. The membership of a profession- 
al body (CA CPA etc...) will be anassk. 

* Age between 30-40 with a minimum of 5 years experi- 
ence. 

* Ruency in professional Arabic and English. 

The company is offering good starting salaries and other 
benefits with EXCELLENT career opportunities. 
Applicants should indicate which position they apply for 
and are required to submit a hand-written application and 
enclose their CV in English with a recent personal photo- 
graph to the following address: 

Area Manager 
P.O.Box 940093 
Amman 11194 
Jordan 


THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
WELCOME MARTYN STANDEN, THE 
NEW GENERAL MANAGER 

The Amman Marriott Hotel 
gave a warm welcome to Mr. 

Martyn Standee, its new 
General Manager. 

Mr. Standee brings with him a 
vast experience in the hospitali- 
ty industry, with an initial work- 
ing experience in From Office 
and Food and Beverage in 
Lo ndon, and then the Virgin 
In lands in the Caribbean. 

He held various positions in the 
field of food and beverage, start- 
ing with the post of Food and 
Beverage Manager with Holiday 
Tnn< in South Africa from 1981 
to 1985. This was followed by 
the post of Director of Catering 
and then Director of Food and 
Beverage at the Riyadh Marriott 
Hotel between 1985 and 1987. 

Mr. Standen moved to Hong 
Kong in foe capacity of Director 
of Food and Beverage at the 
Excelsior Hotel from 1987 to 
1989. He rejoined Marriott as 
Director of Food and Beverage 
at the JW Marriott Hotel Hcmg 



1 between 1989 and 1992. 
Mr. Standen was promoted to 
Resident Manager of the JW 
Marriott Hong Kong in 1992 
and held that position until his 
arrival to Jordan. 

His achievements include: 

♦ Award of Director of Catering, 
year 1986. 

* Award of Director of Food and 
Beverage, year 1990. 

On b personal level, Mr Standen 
is married with two children 
aged 5 and 3, and be is of British 

nationality. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT - ABDOUN 

• 3 BEDROOMS 

• NEW APARTMENT 

• NEW FURNITURE 

• WITH TELEPHONE 

CALL: 825020 


ARABIC FOR NON ARABS 

Courses will start in 10th July. 

For information please call, 827115. 
Suwaifiya C.C. Opp. Boston F. Chicken. 


GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Independent with nice private garden. Consisting of 
large salon, dining room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom and 
kitchen. Fully furnished and equipped. Supplied with 
telephone line. Located in the best residential area. 
Car park available. 

If interested please call 671509. 


FOR RENT 



Unfurnished main floor of a villa with separate entrance, 
consists of 3 bedrooms, spacious salons, area 260 sq.m., 
with TeL, garage, water well and garden, or ground floor, 3 
bedrooms. TeL. garden. Location: Between Mecca and 
Medina Str. 

More information Dr. Katbeh, telefax: 644993 
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Critics attack Ciller for giving 
in to Erbakan’s Welfare Party 


ANKARA (AFP) — Harsh 
criticism continued to rain 
on former Turkish Premier 
Tansu Ciller on Monday for 
putting women's rights and 
the "secular state" at risk by 
giving over power to the 
pro-Islamic Welfare Party. 

Necmettin Erbakan, 
leader of the Welfare Party, 
took over as prime minister 
on Friday. His success in 
forging a government with 
Ms. Ciller, who will be 
deputy prime minister and 
foreign minister, raised 
questions over the future of 
secularism and pro- Western 
policies on which modem 
Turkey was founded in 
1923. 

Mr. Erbakan’s new coali- 
tion government with Ms. 
Ciller’s True Path Party 
may not obtain a vote of 
confidence in parliament, 
however, as 20 True Path 
Deputies have said they will 
vote against it. 

In a further sign of insta- 
bility. a suicide bomb attack 


claimed by the main 
Kurdish separatist group, 
the Kurdistan Laour Party 
(PKK), killed six Turkish 
soldiers and injured 30 oth- 
ers on Sunday in Tunceli, 
eastern Turkey. 

Six months ago Ms. Ciller 
refused to form a coalition 
with Mr. Erbakan, saying 
his party represented “the 
greatest danger to the secu- 
lar state.” 

Her attitude change has 
sparked a wave of protest in 
Turkey, especially from 
women's groups who said 
the Welfare Party threatens 
the rights women have 
acquired in Turkey since the 
1930s. Women’s groups 
have called on True Path 
deputies to banish Ms. 
Ciller from the leadership of 
her party. Bulent Ecevit, 
head of the Democratic Left 
Party, called for True Path 
deputies to deny a vote of 
confidence to the new gov- 
ernment. Mr. Ecevit is 
opposed to any coalition 


with the Welfare Party. 

“The parliamentary group 
of the True Path Party 
should fulfill its responsibil- 
ity to prevent Turkey from 
fallin g into darkness.” Mr. 
Ecevit said. 

Sources said a group of 20 
to 30 True Path deputies 
were preparing a statement 
denouncing the coalition. 
Some had already said they 
would vote against the new 
government 

One of these deputies, for- 
mer Istanbul police chief 
Necdet Menzir, said Ms. 
Ciller had "destroyed the 
party" by forming a partner- 
ship with the Islamists. 

On Monday a seventh 
deputy. Edip Safder 
Gaydali, resigned from the 
party to protest the alliance, 
lowering the coalition 
majority to nine seats. 
Several editorial writers in 
Turkish newspapers also 
criticised Ms. Ciller for her 
approach and tuning in 
forming the coalition. They 


said the alliance was based 
on “political immorality” 
and would always bear the 
stigma of having been creat- 
ed to “prevent Ciller from 
appearing before the high 
court.” 

The journalists were refer- 
ring to a parliamentary 
inquiry instigated in June by 
the Welfare Party which 
accused Ms. Ciller of 
“irregularities and corrup- 
tion” when she was prime 
minister between June, 
1993 and March, 1996. 
Coskun Kirca, former for- 
eign minister for Ms. Ciller 
and a columnist for the 
daily liberal newspaper 
Yeni Yuzyil, accused her of 
having “betrayed the secu- 
lar state.” 

The Welfare Party now 
owes its position to Ms. 
Ciller, he said, “who opted 
to betray the secular state 
solely because of her per- 
sonal anxieties and ambi- 
tions.” 


Nationalist rivals 
sweep board in first 
post-war Bosnian poll 


MO STAR. Bosnia- 

Hercegovina (AFP) — 
Nationalist parties swept the 
board in local polls in Mostar. 
confirming the split between 
Muslims and Croats in this 
divided city, according to pre- 
liminary unofficial results 
released Monday. 

Mostar, which was tom in 
two by bitter Muslim-Croat 
fighting three years ago. 
voted back in the two leading 
nationalist parties in polls 
Sunday — Bosnia's first taste 
of balloting since war broke 
out in the republic in 1992 — 
die unofficial figures showed. 
” EU officials who have run 
Mostar since 1994 had hoped 
the elections would serve to 
reunite the divided Bosnian 
city. 

Figures announced by the 
Electoral Commission 
Monday showed that the list 
for a united Mostar, headed 
by the ruling Muslim 
Democratic Action Party 
(SDA) and the list of the 
Croatian Democratic Union 


(HSD), were taking around 
90 per cent of the vote 
between them. 

A distant third place went to 
an anti-nationalist list, the 
Unified Democrats, headed 
by a Croat. Jole Musa, the fig- 
ures suggested. 

The Bosnian Croat News 
Agency, Habena, said die list 
topped by the SDA had won 
284*05 votes, followed by the 
HDZ list on 26 ,760 votes, or 
all but 4.65 per cent of votes 
cast 

These figures were not con- 
firmed independently. 

Observers said it. was. not 
clear how the leads would be 
reflected in the seals for the 
city council. 

The elections “are just to 
give a democratic seal of 
approval to the institutions the 
European Union has set up,” 
one observer told AFP, before 
first results were announced. 

The elections were for a sin- 
gle city council — which will 
elect a mayor — and six city 
district authorities. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Chirac sends message to Arafat 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Monday received a message of support from 
French President Jacques Chirac during a visit by a 
French official, his office said. Camille Cabanna, head 
of the Institut du Monde Arabe in Paris, is the first 
French official to visit Mr. Arafat since the rightwing 
victory in Israeli elections on May 29. “The message 
voiced President Chirac's support for President Arafat 
and for the peace process,” said Nabil Abu Rudeina. an 
advisor to the Palestinian leader. Mr. Chirac also urged 
Arafat to judge new Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu by his acts rather than his words. Mr. 
Cabanna told AFP. Arab leaders have been alarmed by 
Mr. Netanyahu's government guidelines which rule out 
further terriiorial concessions to the Arabs in return for 
peace. Mr. Cabanna arrived late Sunday for a brief visit 
and announced that the first Palestinian festival would 
be held in June 1997 in the Paris institute. 

Israel paralysed as 400,000 strike 

TEL AVI\ (AFP) — Israel was paralysed for an hour on 
Monday when 400.000 public sector workers went on strike 
to protest economic austerity measures being drawn up by 
the new right-wing government Air traffic at Ben Gurion 
Airport near Tel Aviv came to a halt and ships were not 
allowed to enter ports during the one -hour stoppage, called 
by the powerful trade union confederation HistadruL Banks 
and post offices opened one hour late, while hospitals and 
emergency services operated a reduced service. The main 
television station and state radio went off the air and public 
offices wen? closed. “This warning strike is aimed at making 
the government understand that the workers will react if it 
takes measures against them." said Amir Peretz, secretary 
general of Hisladrut and an opposition Labour deputy 

Iran threatens to take Turkey to court 

TEHRAN ( AFP) — Iran warned Monday it would take neigh- 
bouring Turkey to an international court if Ankara continued 
to deny responsibility for a helicopter attack on an Iranian bor- 
der village. Deputy Interior Minister Gholamhossein 
Bolandian said a high-level Turkish delegation was due to 
arrive in Tehran next week to investigate Wednesday’s rocket- 
ing of a Kurdish village in the northwestern region of Silvana, 
which killed four women and two children. “But if the two 
countries fail to reach an agreement. Iran will lodge a com- 
plaint with international tribunals.” he said, quoted by the offi- 
cial news agency IRNA. "Unfortunately, the Turkish side has 
not been very cooperative so far." Seventeen other people, all 
members of a nomadic tribe living in tents, were wounded in 
the raid, according to Iranian sources. The Turkish military has 
denied any cross border raid, but confirmed an attack inside 
Turkey’s borders against "terrorists” the official Turkish term 


Sharaa returns to 
Iran to mediate in 
crisis with Bahrain 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq Al-Sharaa travelled 
to Tehran Monday for the 
second time in two days to 
attempt to mediate between 
Iran and Bahrain, officials 
said. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad asked Mr. Sharaa to 
“continue his mission” 
which took him to Tehran 
Saturday and Manama 
Sunday. presidential 
spokesman Jibran Kuriyeh 
said. 

Mr. Sharaa, who will then 
make a return visit to 
Bahrain, will take messages 
from Mr. Assad to die two 
countries' leaders. 

Iran has been accused by 
Bahrain of trying to topple 
the government in Manama 
and of being behind the vio- 
lence which has rocked the 
Gulf archipelago since 
December 1994, claiming 
22 lives. Tehran fiercely 
denies the accusations. 

In Tehran Saturday, Mr. 
Sharaa told newspapers that 
Syria, which has good ties 
with Iran, was using its 
good offices to reduce ten- 
sion and “misunderstand- 


ings” between Tehran and 
Manama, and was opti- 
mistic of success. 

Arab diplomats in Tehran 
said Monday: “the return of 
Sharaa seems to indicate 
progress in Syrian media- 
tion,” adding that Iran 
weclomed the Syrian 
efforts. 

However, the Bahraini 
government renewed its 
call for Iran to stop med- 
dling in its affairs on 
Monday. 

“Iran is interfering in our 
internal affairs and as soon 
as it stops doing that and 
changes its policy, there 
will no longer he a need for 
mediation,” said 

Information Minister 
Mohammad Ibrahim A1 
Mutawa. 

Mr. Mutawa added how- 
ever that Bahrain appreciat- 
ed “the efforts undertaken 
by Syria to convince Iran to 
stop meddling in our 
affairs” 

“We thank Syria and wish 
it success, and hope at the 
same time that Iran wiU 
respond favourably” to its 
efforts, be said. 
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ISRAELI GIRLS IN JERUSALEM ATTEND PEACE NOW DEMO: Israeli girls 
shout slogans and hold peace signs as Jewish and Arab Peace Now youths demon- 
strate opposite the prime minister's offices Monday. The youths called in Hebrew, 
Arabic and English for Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to dismantle settle- 
ments and fulfil! peace agreements signed by the previous government with the PLO 
(Reuters photo) 


A1 Quds breaks silence on 
PNA human rights abuses 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A Palestinian news- 
paper has decided to break the 
silence surrounding alleged 
human rights abuses by Yasser 
Arafat's self-rule authority 
and publish regular com- 
plaints from its victims. 

A1 Quds newspaper, based 
in East Jerusalem, has begun a 
daily slot called “citizens' 
complaints" on its front page 
every day. 

On Monday it told die stoiy 
of a doctor and his wife who 
were detained for 14 days in 
Bethlehem on the West Bank 
without being brought before 


a court. The doctor said he 
was beaten, tortured and kept 
in solitary confinement, and 
had written a letter to Mr. 
Arafat condemning his police 
force. On Sunday A1 Quds 
published a complaint from 
two Bethlehem inhabitants, 
who said they were detained 
illegally for a month after 
refusing to sell some land to a 
Palestinian Authority official. 

The Palestinian press has 
generally kept quiet about 
such abuses since the launch 
of self-rule in the Gaza Scrip 
and West Bank in May 1994. 

International human rights 


organisations have repeatedly 
criticised the self-rule authori- 
ty's use of repression and 
intimidation to muzzle the 
press. Newspapers have been 
temporarily shut down and 
their editors detained after 
venturing any criticism of Mr. 
Arafat's government 
A1 Quds. which does not 
identify the people whose 
complaints ic carries, 
explained that it wanted to 
provoke official reaction. “We 
want to draw the attention of 
the legislative council and the 
authority to get a response in 
concrete cases," it said. 


Police try to crack down on Palestinians in Israel illegally 


MACCABIM, Israel (AP) 

— More than 100 police in 
patrol cars and jeeps, on 
horseback and in heli- 
copters conducted a mas- 
sive sweep Monday of 
Palestinian workers who 
cross illegally into Israel. 

But the early morning 
operation fell short — net- 
ting just 100 workers and 
about 20 Israeli employers 

— after the employers were 
apparently tipped off in 
advance. 

About 25,000 

Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip have 


permits to work in Israel — 
down from 60,000 before 
the territories were sealed 
off four months ago follow- 
ing a series of deadly sui- 
cide bombings inside 
Israel. More than 100,000 
worked in Israel before the 
government began impos- 
ing restrictions two years 
ago. 

Gideon Ezra, former 
deputy head of Israel’s Shin 
Bet intelligence service an d 
a Likud member of parlia- 
ment, called Monday for 
the closure to be lifted 
immediately, saying it does 


not prevent attacks and 
keeps Palestinians from 
making a living. 

Replacing the 

Palestinians barred by the 
closure are 200,000 foreign 
workers from countries 
such as Romania, Thailand 
and the Philippines, 
according to police and 
interior ministry estimates. 
Almost half of those work- 
ers are in the country ille- 
gally. 

About 1,000 foreign 
workers were arrested last 
year for illegally residing in 
Israel. 


Shlomo Dror, spokesman 
for the government’s chief 
adviser on Palestinian 
affairs, said an estimated 
25,000 Palestinians also are 
believed to work in Israel 
illegally. 

Army checkpoints are set 
up on major roads to stop 
Palestinians from entering 
Israel without permits, but 
side roads are often open, 
and many Palestinians 
cross into Israel from West 
Bank villages through 
fields and forests. 

Monday's police raid 
focused on several new 


neighbourhoods under con- 
struction on the edge of the 
West Bank between 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 
Israeli building contractors 
are believed to employ 
thousands of Palestinian 
workers there without per- 
mits. 

The operation was target- 
ed at the employers, many 
of whom drive workers into 
Israel in their own cars, 
authorities said. But the 
contractors had apparently 
been tipped off, and only a 
few showed up Monday. 


Algerian fundamentalists kill 10 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Two lead- 
ers of the Algerian National 
Association for Children of the 
Mujahedeen (ONEM), veterans 
of the independence war 
against France, have been mur- 
dered. the private daily A1 
Khobar said Monday. 

Rabat Ayache and Rachid 
Boukha were assassinated on 
Friday as they were leaving one 
of their homes in the southeast- 
ern Algiers suburb of Seminar, 
the paper stated, without giving 
farther details. 

Officials have not confirmed 
the report 

The ONEM was founded by 
the National Organisation of the 
Mujahedeen, which is consid- 
ered to be a significant political 
force in Algeria. Former resis- 
tance fighters have been a pri- 
mary target of Islamic funda- 
mentalists at war with the 
regime, and more than 1,000 
have lost their lives. 

Armed gangs on Sunday also 
killed two people in Algiers and 


eight others at Bouira in the east 
of the country, according the 
Arabic daily AJ Hayat, based in 
London. 

Eight members of the family 

of a lawyer had their throats cut 
in Bouira, 120 kilometres east 
of the capital, A1 Hayat added. 

Also Sunday, the 89-year-old 
head of the Muslim community 
in Algeria, Sheikh Ahmed 
Sahnoun, was shot and wound- 
ed in the head by two armed 
men as he was coming out of 
the Mosque of El Arkam de 
Birmandreis, where he is the 
spiritual leader 

He was taken to the military 
hospital in Ain Naadja, but his 
life was not in danger, accord- 
ing to an official statement 

Islamic fundamentalists have 
been at war with the Algerian 
authorities since the cancella- 
tion by die military in January 
1992 of the second round of 
general elections they were 
poised to win. 

Officials on Monday 


announced that a further round 
of meetings between the gov- 
ernment and opposition politi- 
cal parties would take place as 
of July 15. 

Following a series of talks. 
President Li amine Zeroual in 
May sent opposition parties 
proposals for elections, as well 
as a constitutional referendum. 

Mr. Zeroual ’s office declared 
Monday that 58 per cent of 
those asked were in favour of 
talks, while five per cent opp- 
posed the idea, six percent said 
they had reservations and 31 
per cent had “no view”. But 
while 67 per cent of respon- 
dents favoured a revision of the 
constitution and 57 per cent 
were ready for changes in legis- 
lation regarding political par- 
ties. several leading opposition 
parties, including die Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS), rejected the 
president's memorandum or 
expressed reservations about it, 
calling for parliamentary elec- 
tions to be held as a priority 


Egypt to raise issue of U.S. 
objectivity in peace talks 


CAIRO (AP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak will raise the 
question of whether the United 
Stares is tilting towards Israel in 
the Middle East peace talks 
when he visits Washington in 
late July, Egypt’s foreign minis- 
ter says. 

Mr. Mubarak expects to dis- 
cuss the American role as a 
mediator in the talks when be 
sees U.S. President Bill Clinton. 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said in an interview published 
Monday in the opposition A1 
Arabi newspaper. 

“The American role in the 
peace process is important and it 
is hased on the principle that 
Washington should be an objec- 
tive mediator.” Mr. Musa was 
quoted as saying. Mr. Musa’s 
comments underline the senti- 
ment in Egypt and the Arab 
World ihat the United States 
dropped its objectivity in sup- 


porting Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's call for 
resuming peace talks without 
"pre-conditions" The Arabs feel 
the newly elected Israeli leader 
has set his own pre-conditions 
that violate the land-for-peace 
principle for the negotiations 
accepted ai the Madrid confer- 
ence on the Middle East In 
1991. Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment has ruled out a Palestinian 
state and the right of Palestinian 
refugees to return to their home- 
land. He has also said he will not 
cede the Golan Heights to Syria, 
nor discuss the future of East 
Jerusalem. U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher gave 
his backing to Mr. Netanyahu's 
"pre-conditions" comment in 
Israel last week, raising Arab 
fears that the Clinton adminis- 
tration was backing down from 
its support of the land-for-peace 
formula. 





'Moony’ preacher 
expelled from 
Russia 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A Ja- 
panese missionary of the 
“Moonies” religious sect 
was expelled Monday from 
Russia after repeatedly 
breaking laws requiring a 
valid passport and visa, the 
Interfax News Agency re- 
ported. Kenjiro Aoki, a 
preacher with the Unifi- 
cation Church, was ban- 
ished from the central 
Russian town of Kazan in 
Tatarstan after pleading 
guilty to charges of violat- 
ing Russia's passport code, 
the news agency said. The 
ejection comes just days 
after Russia’s new Kre mlin 
strongman Alexander Le- 
bed sounded off against the 
proliferation of religious 
sects in Russia, which he 
said would have to be dri- 
ven out of the country. 
Kazan, situated 900 kilo- 
metres east of Moscow, is 
the capital of Tatarstan, a 
predominantly Muslim au- 
tonomous republic in cen- 
tral Russia. 

Cancer patient 
sues doctors for 
still being alive 

LONDON (AFP) — Can- 
cer patient Cyril Smith is 
suing doctors who told him 
three years ago that he had 
only three months to live 
because he has not died 
yet, the Daily Telegraph 
reported Monday. Mr. 
Smith, 59, is claiming the 
earnings he said he lost 
since giving up his job as a 
painter and decorator on 
being told of his fate by 
doctors at a Portsmouth 
hospital, southern England. 
At the time he was m akin g 
£200 ($300) a week, he 
said 
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NEW YORK (R) — Nearly 
half of all Americans think 
the government is hiding 

proof of UFOs from the 

public, according to a poll . 7 ^ ,rvnJ /> 2 V \' 
released by Newsweek jr "- i: ' Cm!: 

magazine Sunday. The poll ~' r 
found that while 48 per 
cent of those interviewed 
believed that the unidenti- 
fied flying objects (UFOs) 
people report seeing are 
real, 51 per cent thought 
there was a natural scientif- 
ic explanation for them. 

Only 12 per cent said they 
had seen objects they 
thought were UFOs. But 49 
per cent thought the gov- 
ernment was hiding infor- 
mation on the subject Only 
20 per cent believed UFOs 
were alien ships or alien 
life forms. The poll found 
that belief in the paranor- 
mal decreased slightly with 
age. Forty-three per cent of 
18-29 year-olds considered 
themselves believers com- 
pared with 39 per cent of 
30-49 year-olds and 35 per 
cent of 50-64 year-olds. Of 
those over 65 years old 37 
per cent were believers. 

The survey had a margin of 
error of plus or min us four 
for the total sample of 769 
adults. 
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Parents held over 
child sex network 
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PALERMO. Italy (AFP) — 

Police broke up a child sex 
network here and arrested 

seven people, including pa- 
rents, judicial sources said 
Monday. They said 54 chil- 
dren aged between four and 
15 had been forced to work 
as prostitutes. Ten children 
were taken to hospital Se- 
ven people were held oo 
charges of sexual violence 
against children and' the 
production of pornographic 
material, including parents 
of some of the children 
involved. Investigators 
seized pornographic mater- 
ial including videos in a 
raid in the poor albetgheria 
area of Palermo after a 
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